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G-8's

ECONOMEIC

BLOCKADE
AND INDIA'S STAND
ON IT

Q Mr. Deep Kalita
Lecturer; Deptt. of Economics

I. , Itimately all the anxieties have

ended up ‘after the meet of the G-8
Countries in London on 19th June'98
which decided “to block " 4l the non-
humanitarian India:  Initially,
Britain and ‘France were not indined to

|oans to

join the US in ‘imposing sanctions. But,

after Pakistan also conducted tests, ‘th
become sure of it. '
However, there is no ‘denying the
fact that any nation daring to breach the
world nudlear order has to pay a heavy
price for it. That nation must be prepared
for and boldly face the ‘unavoidable
setbacks to its foreign policy and economy
rather than cursing itself-as the opposition
parties are ‘doing now. Thus, India was
aware of the dedisions by the G-8

countries.

The " justification regarding the
performing of Pokhrgp-ii tests by India
can be examined legally and strategically.
Firstly, "according to the Nudear Non-
Proliferation  Treaty ( NPT), P-5 nations
would ‘not ‘abet the transfer of nuclear
technlogy to a third country. But, China
has done the same by supplying it to
Pakistan' and North Korea. Thus, by
testing its nuclear devices, India broke
no laws. Secondly and strategically, the
P-5 nations tested and weaponised in
response to their own individual security
environments at various times. India has
done the 'same which shares borders with
two 'nuclear weapon states China and
Pakistan. Hence, it is nonsense to argue
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that India should have practised nuclear
abstinence.

Now, whatever be the result of the
debate, it is clear that India will have
to live with sanctions and thus, our look
must be into the field of economics. By
the 3-8 decisions India is going to lose
$985 million loans by the World Bank
for the various infrastructure projects. It
also fear to affect foreign direct invesment
(FDI) into India which totalled $3.1
billion last The decision also
involves the loss of about $5 billion
worth of development funds which was
initially provided us annually by the

World Bank.

To face the :ituation created by the
(-8 dedisions, the international or national
economic situation is favourable for India.
India has foreign exchange reserves of
around $26 billion which are sufficient
to carry any unforeseen foreign payments.
Unlike Pakistan we have not to go to
the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
with 'a request for credit to meet our
day to day foreign exchange needs.
Regarding the petroleum products which
constitute the biggest import item in
India, we have no fear about it. The
crude oil prices in the international market
is falling to a low level of $1.95 4

year.

.eCONOMIcC  Crisis

barrel (lowest in the last ten years)
Besides, India imports petroleum product
mostly from  Thailand, Malayasia  and

come African countries, not from the G.

8 nations.
In this context, if we comment that

the initiative taken by the US to impose
sanctions against India will compel the
country to take initiative to withdraw the
ban, then it is cent percent correct.The
American Secretary of State Ms.Medeline
Albright has admitted that American
economy is liable to suffer more than the
Indian economy as a result of sanctions
imposed by us on India.The recent
impact is that 20,000 employed persons
become unemployed in the US due to
the imposition of sanctions. Again, the
in South-East  Asian
countries makes it necessary for them for
searching of a lucrative and export
market. India provides an alternative
substitute for trade and investment to
them. Thus the Asian countries might
break ranks with USA on sanctions and
arrive at a settlement with India on
making fresh investments in India. The
best example in this regard that can be
put is the recent agreement between the
Japanis Suzuki Motor and India's Maruti
Udyog. It will thus be painful for the

e
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USA bserve the

Indian market (which wa

by the US) by other Countries. So, we
can hope that the sancti
withdrawn * of relaxed very soon.

But, it will be  foolish
stable hoping that the G-8
not last longer, Oy policy
form the right agenda to takle the present
situation.  Thereby, we must learn the
tactics to become self- reliant.
India's stands it is the one page: paper
emerged from the meeting of "a select
8roup of representatives from think tanks,
the Ministry of external affairs, - business
associations and the Prime Minister's
Office who listed out a few points,
which  are-freeze | multilateral  |oan
repayments; withdraw permission to S
banks to operate in India; cancel PSU
and government purchases of US goods
and services; tap alternative domestic and
foreign sources and urge the private
sector to do the same. But this extreme
plan was already paid off in spades. [t
is because, the fact which came into
focus is that our policy to protect the
should be
offensive rather it should be defensive.

The Indian government has recently
realised it that unless the inflows of

8rasping of the
s initially enjoyed

if we remain
decisions will
makers should

From

economic blockades not

foreign investments can be increased, all
our efforts will go in vain. Thus, earliar
in the month of June, the Indian
Government has raised the investment
limits by individual non-resident Indians
(NRIs)/persons of Indian origins (PIOs)
and  overseas corporate bodies (OCBs)
for purchase of shares in a company
through  stock exchanges to 5 percent
from 1 percent and the aggregate limit
for all. NRIs/PIOs/OCBs  has  raised to
10 percent from 5 percent of the paid
up equity capital. But our'policy framers
had: felt sorry i this ' context as the
markets were apprehensive with the value
of the currency - dedlining, * stock-prices
falling down and the government bonds
being down graded. Again, the emergence
of swadeshi rhetoric which was refleted
in the 4 percent tarrif hike in the Union
Budget and the boycott of foreign goods
like Coke and Pepsi, such factors were
bound to affect fresh
commitments into India.
Now, it is the question of stability
not G-8's economic blockades. The
Indian rupee has fallen touching Rs.43/
- to the US dollar-and there are many
who expect it to measure Rs.48 by the
end of this year. Again, the annual rate
of inflation touched 8.08 percent which

investment
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is highest since Nov.|8,1995. According
to the global consultancy firm Ernst and
Young in its report "Asia Pasific Economic
Outlook 1998-2008", consumer price
inflation in India will average 9.5% over
the next 10 years, highest among the
14 countries covered in the report. The
only suggestion for it is that India needs
to encourage large amount of foreign
investment in export oriented labour
intensive manufacturing operations. Thus,
it is the crisis of confidence of the foreign
investors in the value of the Indian rupee

which is going to lower down the inflows

of foreign investments.

At the juncture of various factors
fueling the instability of the Indian
economy, the Finance Minister, Jaswant
Sinha could have used the opportunity
of national spirit of the Indians as a result
of Pokhran-ii tests to reduce. the fiscal

deficit. He chould have planned o
reduce the fiscal deficit by cutting the
subsidies on unmerited goods and Services
and at the same time cutting ¢,
unproductive revenue expenditure heavil,

To conclude, unless the polic,
makers become successful in stabilizing
the Indian rupee, our economy will b,

in the 'chakrabahyu' built by the G.g

nations.

1) G-8: Eight most industrialised nations
of the world, viz the United States,
Canada; Britain; France; Italy; Germany,
Japan ‘and Russia:

9)-P-5 Five permanent security coundl |

members,: viz.. U.S.A.; UK.; France;

Russia and' China.

Qaa




MERTAL UNREST arowo 7HE voUTHS 0F THE
North=EnsTenn Resion m Inia,

O Karam Ibunghan Singha.
Sr. Lecturer, Dept. Education,
Kampur College, Kampur.

1.0 Introduction

Youths are the potential force in any
society. They are the wealth of the
Nation. With greater involvement of
youths, there will be greater change in
the society in the cultural and political
realm.

The youths of North-Eastern region
have many talents and specially they
possess sports and cultural potentialities.
They are assets to the Indian Nation. But
to-day, the youths in the North-Eastern
region are in a state of mental unrest.
It seems that they are very much
discontented. It may be because they do

not believe in the existing secial order.
They find that there is-corruption,
nepotism and hypocrisy in the Society.

The economic condition of the North
Eastern - region is extremely bad. In
addition to that, geographical condition
of the region is not favourable for good
communication and industrial
development. Unemployment problem of
the youths in this region has become
very acute. There is very little scope for
engagement of the youths in the gainful
activities mainly due to lack of facilities.
So, the youths in the North Eastern
region are frustrated and there arises a
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convictions. Due to this, they perceive

the realities of life in an entirely different

frame work, and as such, their behaviour
and culture have become characterised
by alienation, drug dependency, sexual-
freedom, disengagement from family
responsibilities and negative attitude
towards work. We find that some of the
youths have already become victims of
drug abuse and AIDS. Some of them
have discarded non-violent actions to
bring a new social revolution in the
Society. The expressions of mental unrest
of the youths in North Eastern region
are quite bewildering "and sometimes,
are very frustrating in nature, some of
which are very serious in nature.
However, youths' mental unrest is not
only found in North East India, but in all
othter parts of the world.

The word 'youth' has undergone a
considerable change in its meaning in
modern times. By youths we mean young
persons of high school and early college
level. A person from the age of
adolescence to full maturity may also be
known as youth. Youth to-day is regarded
as ' Angry Young Men' and the relation

between the youth and old has become
ocial issue at the present

the central 8 .
ling with census

age. Researches dea '
data refer youths as individuals a ranging

from the age group of 15 to 25 years,
For the present discussion, the age
group of the youth is 15 t0 30 years,

It may be said that youth unrest and
student unrest are more or less

synonymous because they refer to the

same phenomenon, which is known as

youth phenomenon characterised by youth
politics, uprisings, alienation, etc.

To analyse youth unrest of the modern
days, one is to be familiar with the youth
culture. Modern youths have developed
culture of their own, which is different
from that of the parents, teachers and
adults in the Society. The new values,
norms and patterns of behaviour have
created a culture of the youths. This
culture has emerged due to impact of the
mass media radio, television, democratic
socialisation of the child and lack of
opportunity for increasing aspirations of
the youths.

To understand the problems associated
with youths' mental unrest specially in
North East India we have to depend on

S
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the findings of the research studies,
However, not many studies haye been
carried out by the sociologists regarding
the problems of the youths of Assam and
other states of North East region. To
solve this problem of youths' mental
unrest in North East, the co-ordinated

efforts of the sociologists, psychologists,

philosophers, anthropologists,

physiologists, physicians, educationists
and social workers are required because
we cannot ignore the youth's power.

2.0 Causes.

Some of the major causes of youth's
mental unrest in North East are discussed
as under :-

2.1 The generation gap:-

The root cause of the youths' mental
unrest is due to the conflict between the
old and the young generations. Every
generation has its distinct purpose. The
young generation has the feeling to
throw off the yoke of adult impositions
and sermons. On the other hand, the
elder generation is not prepared to
concede to the youth's demand for the
recognition of equality of generation. The
youths now challenge the adult authority
and the old values and they try to find

Out a new system in the society. But
they are helpless to overthrow it to build
it anew; ultimately they are frustrated.

2.2 Educational causes:-

The system of education at present
does not take full note of the reguirements
of the youth and fails to prepare them
for life. It is incapable of converting
them into useful and law abiding citizens
of society as the content of education
in our schools, college and universities
is not ideal. In a majority of the
institutions, there is provision only for
three R's. No practical perspective
pertaining to life and real knowledge is
imparted. The present system of
education is borrowed from the Britishers
who introduced it to produce Indian
clerks and officials for the office's of the
Government. The youth very often revolt
against various issues related to the
system. Since independence several
times there was a demand for changing
the prevailing educational system.
Commissions after comissions were
appointed for reform in our educational
system but no recommendations of any
commission could be properly enforced.
The same system still continues. This is
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an unfortunate fact that matters related
to educational policy which is the
fundamental basis of the country is
being ignored by the Government and
resulting that since independence upto
now we could not decide any established
pattern of our educational system
throughout the country which may be
suitable to the environment of the country.
The New Educational policy, 1986 has

been adopted but it may be said that it

has not been implemented successfully
throughout the length and breadth of the
country.This has created many more
problems. Frustration among the youths
due to faulty educational system has
outbrusted several times in the form of
student agitations.

Now-a-days, there is deterioration of
the standard of education. There is no
proper student-teacher relationship and
no proper teaching and research guidance
services available in the schools and
colleges. There is absence of adequate
facilities for co-courricular activities. The
school-college text-books are not made
available in time.Quite often meritorious
students can not get a chance for
admission  in higher educational

institutions, whereas many mediocre
students enter the institutions of highey
learning by backdoor means without any
meaningful purpose.

There is no proper diversification of
courses; the students after the completion
of the courses, find no avenue for getting
themselves employed in suitable jobs,
There is always a gap between what
they would like to achieve and what they
have actually achieved. This makes them
very much insecure. Naturally, they are
frustrated and they have nothing to look
forward to.

The non-formal education centres are
functioning only on paper. So, many
children remain under developed. When
they enter adolescent period, their mind
becomes restless and they pick up all
sorts of delinquent activities, thereby
causing chaoes and confusion in the
Saciety.

2.3 Political causes:- It is a fact that
the educated youths of Assam and other
states of N.E. region are very active in
the field of politics. This may be because
they remain unemployed and they have
enough leisure time. As they are
educated, they are enlightened. And they

B
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are attracted towards political issye.

The North-eastern region js now facing
serious problems like terrorism, demand
for new states, ethnic Clashes, the rule
of the Army etc. The youths are caught
easily by political leaders who utilise
them to achieve their ends.

The selfish politicians of some states
in order to fulfil their desire to sit in the
seat of power, started agitating the
Students and youth community to rise in
revolt against the democratically elected
Goverment which resulted in chaos and
confusion among the general public. The
call for strikes and "bandhs" shatters the
usual business and at times, the leaders
of the agitation make the business
community to pay big amount of money
in the name of donation towards their
fund. ;

3.0 Repressive ‘measures:-

Whenever the youth carryout a
peaceful procession for their genuine
demand, the authorities view it otherwise.
Without considering the purpose and
motive of the youths, the police use '
Lalthi Charge' and they suffer in the
hands of law enforcing agencies. Very
often, there occur clashes between the

Students and police. This has become
regular features now-a-days, Many Black
Laws are imposed in North East Sate in
the name of fighting insurgency.

Taking the advantage of the Armed
Force's special power Act, and other
black laws many innocent youths are
harrassed and tortured. These states
have experienced many inhuman
brutalities more than other states in
India. These circumstances, have given
rise to youth's mental unrest.

The following
suggested---
31 Withdrawal of Black laws:-

The Armed Forces' Special power

Act, 1953, The Nagaland Security
Regulation Act, 1962- and the Assam
Maintenance of Public order Act, 1952
etc, the draconion black laws imposed

measures are

- in North Eastern |:States are to be

withdrawn immediately.
3.2 Employment and Recreational
facilities. '

Facilities for employment and
recreational facilities are to be generated
by the State Govt as well as by Non
Governmental organisations (N.G.0.).

3.3 'Organisation of seminars,

e e 1
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f the of teachers,

symposium, conferences etc.
Specialised education programmes

are to be organised through conference,

seminars, symposium and media etc.

3.4 Setting up Psychological Bureaus.
Educational and Psychological
Bureaus may be set up in all the Districts
of North East States for giving personal
educational and vocational guidance to
the youths specially s}tudents.
3.5 Strengthening of educational
system.

Improvement of the existing
educational institutions should be brought
by adopting a clear cut policy by the
concerned authorities say, in terms of

appointment 0 Y
g adequate facilities,
rsified courses and

our to the students,

providin introducing

iob-oriented and dive

teaching dignity of lab .
The above mentioned suggestions,

if carried out by the Government in right
earnest, would definitely help in the
redressal of the mental unrest of the
youths of the N.E. and other region of

India.
So, let us all join hands together

to try to usher in peace and tranquility
in the minds of the youths and North
Eastern States for all round development

of this region.

aaa

O "You cannot purchase happiness,
It is something you must earn give
happiess to other folks and get
joy in return".

— Harold .G. hoppen.
"Good thinking is ome's purity'
good character is one's personal-
ity, good knowledge is one's prop-
erty". '

— R. Geetanjali.

Character is the result of two
things, mental attitude and the
way we spend our time.

Not to know is bad' not to wish
to know is worse.

Anger  harms you long before it
harms others

. — V.. Maharshi.
Better to be alone than to be in
bad company.
Gentleness is stronger than anger.

Culture is the passion for sweet-
ness and light.

No culture canlive, it attempts to
be exclusive.

— M. Amold

|
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Q Ratul Chandra Nath
Ex-student

What is a computer ?

“Modern age can truly be termed

as "Computer Age", because the

computers  are  becoming

indispensable, although it is almost
impossible to list the various fields
where computers are being used.
The dictionary meaning of
"COMPUTER" is "an electronic
calculating machine". The computer
may appear to be a magic box
(or Black box) to a layman. lt
is not merely a calculator which
works automatically but also a
sophisticated electronic gadget for
manipulating strings of words and

numbers. The salient characteristics
electronic gadget for manipulating
strings of words and numbers.
The salient characteristics of the
computer are:

1. lt is a machine for making
calculations, automatically, at an
unbelievable speed with high
precision.

2. It can store a vast amount
of data in its memory. Computer
processes this data to put in a
more intelligible form. We can
access this processed information
from its memory and use it to our
advantage. Thus a computer acts




as a vast storage medium.

3. The other thing which a
computer can do, is to control
functioning of very complicated
intelligent machines like robots,
satellites, etc. Besides being a
part of numerous machines, small
and big, they improve their
efficiency and accuracy.

In short, we. can call the
computer as an electronic device

capable of:-

that, Charles Babbage, an English
man, came closest to success and
lsid the foundation stone of
modern - Computer  Science. I
1823, he conceived the idea of
a machine, which could be given
instructions and data in advance,
to solve a given problem. Thus
Babbage was the first person to
float the idea of a stored program
and for this reason he is known
as the "father of modern computer
science". The IBM's (International

i. Storage and Retrieval of Business Machine) "Mark-f" was

Information, i Superhigh Degree the World's first
Accuracy of

of Reliability, iii

Operations, iv. Consistency and

Integrity, v Versatility, vi
Automations, vii Strain Reliever,
viii. Sophistication, etc.
Brief _history of computer
Even though attempts had been

made

to
problems by
mechanical means, it was not until

to provide results

mathematical

the early nineteenth century

Electrical
Computer was, constructed by a
physicist, John W. Mauchly, and
an electrical engineer, J.Presper
Eckert, in 1996, at the Moore
Schools of Electrical Engineering
of the University of Pennsylvania.
According to its function and
performance computer can be
classified  as Microcomputer,
Minicomputer, Mainframe
computer and Supercomputer. The
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aumber of bits that a digital
computer can process in parallel
at a time is called its word
length. It is a measure of the
computing power of a computer.
PC (Personal Computer), Mobile
computer (Notebook or Laptop)
are  the  example  of
microcomputer.Supercomputer
means a computer having high
processing power-of the order of
400-10,000 MIPS (Million
Instruction Per Sceond), word
length 64-96 bits and working
on vector architecture with 64
bits word and performance peak
time in the range of 500 M flops
(Million Floating Point Operation
per Second). Example ILLIAC-
IV, PARAM 10000.

Computer System Organizatio

n-Broadly the components of a
computer system are :

1. Hardware, 2. Software, 3.

Humanware,

Hardware : It is a general

term used to represent the physical
and tangible components of the
computer itself, i.e. those
components which can be seen
and touched. A digital computer
have four main units. They are

INPUT UNIT, CENTRAL
PROCESSING UNIT (CPU),
MEMORY UNIT and OUTPUT
UNIT.

i. Input unit : An input unit
is a device to feed data and
program to a computer. [he
program and data is feed to input
unit through various media.
Example of input ~device are
punched cards, punched tapes,
keyboard, light pen, micro mouse,
magnetic disk etc.

ii. Memory unit : The functions
of memories is to store program,
data and results. There are two
kinds of memories: semiconductor
memories or main memories/primary
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memories and magnetic memories of secondary/auxiliary memories. The
main memories are used in computer for processing of data and
program. RAM (Random Access Memory), ROM (Kead 'O,,/y
Memory) are the example of main memory. Magnetic memories o
secondary/auxiliary memories are used for bulk storage of data and
information. Floppy ‘Disk, Hard Disk, Magnetic Tape, Optical Disk

are examples of magnetic or secondary memory.

The Schematic Diagram of a Digital Computer

iii. CPU: The Central Processing CPU are:
Unit fetches instructions from the a) ALU: The Avithmetic and

memory and performs specified tasks. Logical unit performs the operations
It stores results in the memory or such as addition and subtraction,

sends results to the output unit. The AND, OR and EXCLUSIVE-OR.
CPU-"controls and communicates  b) General Purpose-Registers:
with  memory and input/output The General Purpose Registers are
devices. The major sections of a used for temporary storage of data

O i mam—————— ]




program.

c). Timing and

Control Unit:
This controls  the entire
operations of a computer. It acts
as a brain and also controls all other
devices  connected

generates timing signals necessary for
input and out put devices.

iv. Output unit: The computer
sends results to output devices. An
output device may store, print,
display or sends ¢|ectrica| signals to
control/actuate certain equipment.
The examples magnetic tapes,
punched cards, monitor or video

terminals, plotters, robotic structures,
printers, etc.

unit

Software: It is a general term
used to describe all the forms of
programs associated with the
computer. Without software, a
computer is like a car without petrol
or a I.V. without signals. Operating
systems, are sets of one or more
programs that are basically designed

to CPU. |t

Y
moving data in and out and all other
steps in executing the application
programs. Examples are MS-DOS
(Microsoft Disk Operating System),
Windows 95/98/NT/2000, Linux,
UNIX, OS/2, Sun Solaris etc.

Utility programs or service programs

are routines that perform services are
text editing, debusging, trace routing,
file: managing, linking etc. There are
various - programming  fanguages to
Create: programs in. Some of these
are. BASIC; ' Cobol, FORTRAN,

Cior LOGO,!SALGOL, - and
PROLOG. -

Humanware:  Also  known ' s
liveware or brainware, humanware is
a’ term indicative of all personnel
connected with activities of computer,

i.e. people using hardware and
software. Brainware is also used to

denote  the  humanware employed
on software deve|opment.

Uses of computer in the modern
world: Computers are initially used
for prime applications in the field

l_——g@



e[ sz R

of mathematics and science and their
first effective utilization in the field
was made for decoding the message
of the enemy. And then came their
application in the real time control
systems like landing on the Moon.
But currently maximum numbers are
being used in business and
commercial sectors.

Business and
Offices: Computers are mainly used

Computers in

in business for better performance

~and prompt service. Computer

networking is  the technology  for
connecting of - different computer
from different locations. Two different
types of networking are: Local Area
Networking (LAN) and Wide Ares
Networking (WAN). LAN  are

used for small organization where
limited nos. of computer are
connected. Computer can be
connected by. wires or microwaves
in local area networking. In WAN,
different LAN and other computers
are connected using wire, satellite

and high speed optical fiber. Al

the computers having di”erent
characteristics but can communicat,
.+ the same plate form. Computers
are used for office automations fo,
integration of all the iObS connected
with information in an office. This
includes: Word processing, Dat,
processing, Electronic mail, Graphics
Desktop publishing, Multimedia etc.
The backbone of an office automation
is a focal area network (LAN),
which serves as a pathway between
all users and computers. Thus users
can create, store and retrieve any

“form of information namely message,

mail, data, voice etc and transmit
it to any other user within or
outside the organization at a fast
speed and a very small price. In
network

resources  (printer,

software,..) can be shared by all

the user so that it will save money.
The concept of office automation
leads to the concept of a paperless
office. Using wide area networking
data and information can be shared
anywhere in this world. Most of the

@l——\_j
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big organization are using wide area
networking with the help of satellite

communication through \/SAT (Very
Small Aperture Terminal) at their

own office. Satellites are also being
used for money order telegraph etc.

Scientific Anpbplication: Computers

are used i scientific research and
development purpose for solutions
of critical problems. Space flight,
satellites are remotely control with
the help of computers. In medical
sclence computer are very essential
for proper diagnosis of disease.
Industry and Engineering: Perhaps
computers are finding maximum use
in factories and industries of all
kinds. They have taken over the
work ranging from monotonous, ris
and dangerous jobs like welding, to
highly complex jobs like process
control, drills, lathes, saws and
entire  assembly lines can be
computerized. Computer are used
for Computer-Aided Design
(CAD) to integration of graphics-
oriented software for the purpose

dimensional machine part, analyse its
characteristics  and subject to
simulated stresses. In some industries
computers

are used to control

processes without human intervention.
Computer-Aided
Manufacturing(CAM) is the term
that highlights the use of computers
in production process, and it's
during the CAM phase that metal
or other materials may first be
machined to part specifications. The
CAM  process picks up where
CAD off. During this
production phase, robots and other
computer-controlled manufacturing
tools are used to produce higher-

|ea ves

ky quality products with more uniform

tolerances where feasible. In general,
process control is likely to lead to
greater efficiency and, in application
such as chemical processing
improve safety standards.

Education: Computers are used
in for educational institutions for
teaching their course material.

to
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minimum cost and less time.

Online Reservation: Computers

are using for online reservation in

Aldines passenger reservation System,
Railway Reservation System in India.
The computer installed by Indian
Aidines can take 30000 reservation
in one hour from all over the
country. Computer not only do the
reservation at fast speed but also
completely eradicated red-tapism,

favouritism and other malpractices

found in a manual system. The
computer reservation system also
take care of maintaining waiting lists

that

O when cancellations

are
received the computer can notify
and agent to contact the next names

on the waiting list.

Computer as Entertainment

media: Now-a days computers are

used as a medium of entertainmen;
In a computer we can gnjoy audio,
video, recording of aUdiO/video
editing of graphiCS, making carton
etc are possible. Using some device
we can use the computer as a TV
cum computer so that we can record
the important TV program in oy
computer, and we can modify the
recorded things using some editing
software.

Conclusion: We can't think of the
modern c_ivi|ization without computer.
Computer is a very essential thing

for a modern citizen. After some

days E-mail, Internet, WWW will
be available in our Cable TV. So,
we should learn how to use the

computer for a better tomorrow.

QaQ
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Ragging — The annual ritual
of playing Jokes by senior
students on the freshers has
had a long tradition in the

college  and university
campuses of the state.
Generation after generation of
students have nhurtured this
legacy of the British education
system and have brought it to
its - present  state of
degeneration. Now, ragging s
‘not just a way of getting
introduced to one another or
of having innocent fun, It is the
most hated and feared thing
for every new batch of
students. In other words,

ragging is a demon in the garb
of civilized behaviour, which can
terrorise and even put an end
to ones career and life.

If ragging had been
confined to the limits of just
making fun by testing the wit
and Intelligence of the new
comers, it would not have been
a thing so fearsome. Some
students are so scared of
being victimised by ragging that
they deliberately absent
themselves in the classes at
the beginning of the session,

They know that they are
defenceless against the 50-
called seniors and superiors,

e ————— M L
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Those few freshers who gather
up courage to face up to this
'menace' are subjected 1O
mental and physical torturing.
Hand to hand 9quabb|65
between groups of students In
the college campus are nothing
hew. In most cases teachers
remain silent spectators and
the head of the institution is
helpless. The extreme form of
ragging takes place in the
hostels where the newly
admitted boarders are
reportedly made to suffer the
most inhuman treatment.
Cases of students leaving
hostels forever under pressure
of unbearable atrocities are
reported from time to time.
Few cases of students
commiting suicide under
extreme circumstances are
also heard now and then. It is
because of these dangerous
manifestations that ragging i
now considered a social evil.

of the obvious causes
of ragging as5uming this ugly
ghape has peen the growing

indlecipline among the
studento. Most of the
studento hardly care to obey

the rules and regulations of
thelr own institutions. The

amount of freedom the
students enjoy in 2 college are
wrongly uséd by some as a

One

licence to indulge in any kind

of rowdism or acte of
indiscipline. Unlike college
students, the students of
schools do not have the liberty
to do things according to their
will. They are by and large
obedient to their teachers as
well as to rules and regulation
of the school. Therefore, ragging
s far from infecting the school
atmosphere.

One can not rule out the evi
influence of movies N
aggravating the problem of
ragging. The college student?
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being adolescents, gre prone
to Imitate the dlamarous

actions of film heroes and try
to enact them | their real
lives, Normally, the boys and
airls  of rich parents are
Exposed to a wide variety of
things and they are found to
have played big roles in the
drama of ragging. Interestingly,
some of the students who
become the victims of rgging
first, turn  out be to its
masters the next vear. |n this
way, ragging continues on and
onh. _

However, the intensity of
ragging has considerably come
down following the promulgation
of The Assam Prohibition of
Ragging Act, 1998, which has

Enpowered the college
authorities to take punitive
measures  against the
offenders within its framework.
But this law cannot always be
Implemented since it is difficutt |
to detect and identify the real
offenders when outside
hooligans and ex-students
bommit atrocities in the name
of ragging and leave the
campus scotfree. Legislation
I a matter of law, and law
cannot always protect us.
What is more important is
general awareness among
people  about the harmfuyl
effects of ragging. This
awareness mobilized in the
right direction will one day
uproot this social evil.

Qaa
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