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Preface

The North East India covers eight states with its unique socio-
political, historical and cultural background. The entire region consists
of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Manipur,
Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim. The colonial administration played
an important role in marking the region as a geographical area to the
“north east” of the Bengal Province, covering mainly the then Assam,
princely state of Manipur, Tripura and the tribal states in the hills.
This colonial demarcation of the region is still continuing even after
India attained independence from the British rule in 1947.

The North East India is still one of the unexplored mega hotspots
for the rich bio diversity in the country. These states are characterized
by their unique culture, diversity of ethnic groups, rich natural
resources and flora and fauna. This region covers an area of 2.62 lakh
sgk.m and accounts for 7.9 percent of the total geographical area of
the country. Beset with partition -inflicted geographical isolation and
persistent economic retardation for decades, the economy of this
region has a distinctive identity. This region is land locked with long
international borders and only a chicken neck corridor connecting it
with the main land of India. The unexplored paradise of India is well
known for its distinct culture and traditional life style .Every tribal
group of these states has its own unique culture, folk-dance, food and
crafts. Agriculture and weaving are the two major occupations of the
people of North East. Tea farming in Assam is one of the main sources
of income along with traditional handicrafts. Tea gardens of Assam
are world famous for the aroma, rich flavour and taste. North Eastern
States offer one of the most beautiful Eco-tourism destinations in
India. This region is famous for the only floating national park in
the world, the wettest place on the Earth, the cleanest village in Asia,
dowry free region in India, the first organic state in the world etc.

Despite its rich natural endowments, the NE region represents one
of the least developed regions of the country both economically and



industrially. Even after the 75 years of independence, there are still
existing territorial conflicts within the North-Eastern states. These
are often based on historical border disputes and differing ethnic,
cultural affinities.

In recent time, efforts have been made to establish manufacturing
industries and promote small scale and cottage industries based on
the available natural resources. The North East Region of India also
known as ‘Ashta Lakshmi’ has been given prime importance to its
development, energy, industrial development and education facilities.
Special attention is given to the growth of this region through the
Act East policy that aims to promote economic co-operation, cultural
ties and develop a strategic relationship with countries in the Asia
Pacific region and thereby providing enhanced connectivity to the
North eastern states. To create an empowered workforce by 2022, the
government of India launched Skill India initiative to train up Indian
youths for employment in industry related jobs.

Although various efforts are being made from both the central
and the state governments for the development of this region, the
people of North East are still far away from attaining the desired
goal. Therefore, it is the need of the hour to find the way forward to
overcome all the bottlenecks towards development.

The papers included in this edited book volume are contributed
by our faculty members and researchers from different parts of NE
India. The articles mainly focused on various issues and challenges of
socio-economic, political, language, art and culture and geographical
aspects of the North East region of India.

Plakis ¥
Dr. Plabika Neog
The Chief Editor



Acknowledgement

I am greatly honoured to be a part of the publication of the peer
reviewed book entitled “Polity, Economy and Culture of North
East India: Issues and Challenges. This is the first attempt from the
Research and Publication Cell of Kampur College to publish an edited
book with ISBN. This book is the outcome of the careful study of the
region by the researchers. At the beginning I, on behalf of the editorial
board, express my sincere gratitude to Dr.Ashim Bora, Principal,
Kampur College for his constant support and guidance to publish the
book.

I acknowledge with gratitude that I am indebted to the respected
reviewers from different universities and colleges for giving their
valuable time and guiding us in publishing the book.

I take this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks to Mr. Deep
Kalita, coordinator of IQAC, Kampur College and all the faculty
members for inspiring us in this journey. I would like to thank all the
contributors for enriching the book with their articles.

I am obliged to owe my co-editors and the members of the editorial
board the deepest gratitude for their untiring effort to publish the
book within a short period of time.

Finally, I would like to thank the staff members of Rudra Publishers
and Distributors of West Karawal Nagar, New Delhi-110094, for
taking the pain of printing the book within stipulated time frame.

Dr. Plabika Neog
The Chief Editor



CONTENTS

An Analytical Study of Inclusive Governance
Practices in Assam

Dr. Bhawna Gupta & Ms. Dikumoni Hazarika
Perspectives on Fieldwork in Mising Autonomous
Council areas in Assam

Dr. Bhasker Pegu

Stigma: A Saga of Mischievous Politics in Assam
Dr. Nurul Hassan

Inter-State Border Disputes in North-East India:
Especially with Assam and Others North Eastern
States

Hannan Ali

Freedom, Relish and Patriotism in Assam

Augusty Kashyap

Concept of Identity: Role of the Student
Organizations in the Formation and Performance of
Identity in Assam

Mostafizur Rahman & Mehjubin Sultana
Challenges and Measures of Health Tourism in Assam
Dr. Jaya Kalita Gogoi

Potentiality of Tourism in North-East India: Issues
and Challenges

Dheeraj Chamuah

Unexplored: The Enchanting Land of Dima Hasao
Elizabeth L. Thiek

17

29

52

67

75

88



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Role of SHGs in the Socio-Economic
Empowerment of Women: A Case Study in
Kathiatoli Block, Nagaon, Assam

Deep Kalita

Role of Tourism Industry in Accelerating Economic
Growth of Assam

Chayanika Saikia

Role of Small Savings in Economic Development and
Its Recent Trend with Special Reference to Assam
Nilutpal Hazarika

Study of Tourism Sector in Assam and Its
Economic Contribution

Mashida Khatun

Commercialisation of Education in India: Issues and
Concerns

Ms. Rubi Dutta

National Education Policy 2020 with respect to
Higher Education: An Overview

Dr. Niranjan Thengal

A study on the superstitious attitude level of
undergraduate students of Diphu Government College
Ranjita Barman

Education as an Envoy to Harmonise Inequalities
of Gender in Astra Lakshmi's of India

Seuj Pratim Borah

Development of Primary Education in Assam
before and after Independence: A Study

Klirdap Taropi

Utopian Thought of Mother Teresa: A Way of
Devotion to Human Life

Anil Ch. Mili

101

114

128

135

144

154

171

179

186

196



20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26

27.

28.

Question of Identity among the Tai Ahoms in Assam:
An Understanding of their Socio-Political and
Economic Consciousness in present day context

Dr. Montu Chetia

‘Saktism' or 'Worship of Mother Goddess' in
Ancient Assam with Special Reference to
‘Malinithan'

Ms. Chitralekha Phukan

Problems and Prospects of the Children in Tea
Garden Areas of Assam: A Study on Kondoli Tea
Estate

Riju Laskar

Agricultural Practices in Flood Affected Areas of
Nagaon District of Assam with Special Reference
to Kampur Revenue Circle

Mr. Debasis Saikia

Conservation of the Wetland Resources and Securing
the Sustainable Livelihood of the Local People: A
Case Study of Dighali Beel, Nagaon, Assam
Banashree Devi

Problems and Solutions in Teaching English as a
Second Language to Undergraduate Students
Learning English in Assam

Dr. Jyoti Rupa Deka

Nationalism in Assamese Lyrical Poetry (1889-1940)
Dr. Sankar Patowary

Women in Assamese Literature: A Special Study of
Some Select Novels of Mamoni Raisom Goswami
Dr. Nalini Bora

SIS T%ETE AGRTS (FFAS ¢ aF Il AT
RIS

T S SIS

209

223

236

246

253

263

277

285

294



29

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

. SO (IR ¢ 2 =oidl O sifRaes (FRmeR
fereTie apfeTe @FvRT [T Tirdaw)

Tl SleRSt

(ANFT® WT®I RIfaw wea'g Aot ¢ @fs
ResTeig S1mze

Mol JICg

S PR e ot (Fafte I9F AT
e [T TfareemT)

g @l

TR RES ¢ afvzy o e

(Il (Tl

bTeeT “sieqial’ B/ ¢ 2~>ial S 7IfRew
T e BiRA

‘MeRRYE THANR TKITS fodl (@TFIRFOF
IBICEC]

i o

FIR @Sy 2 a6 SRR

T 3(eiferel <L

fiifbsoreem T ol o i ¢ @it ke
GRaIEIISIRSIN

Jg2ae Gl @S ST (@G ¢ 2= [l
[ FLEO

T 7ol Dl

Y Uid o SR WSl 3R Ul WS U
ST

CaciicCil

i ST<Ie o EasTaTes GiHd Yiehiad o e
EREicty ek i ica|

TRITd &t

310

325

334

345

354

368

384

399

409

421

431



1

An Analytical Study of Inclusive
Governance Practices in Assam

Dr. Bhawna Gupta'
Ms. Dikumoni Hazarika?

(ABSTRACT)

Inclusive Governance has important intrinsic value that is
rooted in enabling people to exercise voice and influence in the
processes that concern them. Over time, it has been proved that
more open and inclusive states and societies are more affluent,
effective, and resilient. The SDGs and the United Nations
Agenda 2030 pledge to "leave no one behind," emphasizing the
importance of global inclusive growth and development. In India,
a major weakness in the economy is that growth is not
perceived as being sufficiently inclusive for many groups,
especially Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and
minorities. In Assam, there is a lot of debate over the current
development paradigm of tribal development and other

!Assistant Professor, Department of Public Administration, Panjab University,
Chandigarh

*M.Phil. Research Scholar, Department of Public Administration, Punjab
University, Chandigarh
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backward classes' development. The state has been struggling
with an influx of undocumented Bangladeshi immigrants, which
has negatively impacted locals' social security and work
possibilities. This article studies Assam's inclusive governance
methods and practices and the results of such policies in
pursuing inclusion in a highly diverse region. It also provides
suggestions on how inclusive governance can be strengthened.
The study relies on secondary data that has been collected from
reports of the Assam government and the government of India,
official websites, books, newspapers, articles, journals, etc. The
study highlights that implementing centrally sponsored schemes,
state schemes and central legislations have a good impact on the
social inclusion of disadvantaged sections. Several central
government legislations like the Right to Information Act, the
Forest Rights Act, the Right to Education Act, the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, and the
National Food Security Act have also led the state towards
inclusive development.

Keywords: Assam, Inclusive Governance, SDG 16, North-East
Council, Centrally Sponsored Schemes.

Introduction

Governance broadly refers to structures and processes
designed to ensure accountability, transparency, responsiveness,
rule of law, stability, equity and inclusivity, empowerment, and
participation of people at large (UNESCO). Governance is
about the ability of actors to perform towards objectives and
ambitions that derive from the dynamic interaction and power
struggles among actors of state and society irrespective of what
those objectives might be (Fukuyama,2013). Participation,
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equity, non-discrimination, inclusivity, gender equity, ruled-based
transparency, accountability, and responsiveness are among the
core objectives and principles of democratic government, as
stated by UN member states in the Millennium Declaration in
2000. (UNOHCHR, 2008). The SDG16 also talks about
peace, stability, human rights, and effective governance and aims
to promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable
development. The rapid expansion of the economy, rising per
capita income, and growing awareness among people about
their rights increase the need for democratic governance and
inclusive governance. According to OECD (The Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development), Inclusive
Governance has some specific characteristics-

+ Inclusive governance has significant intrinsic value
because it allows people to have a greater voice in the
government process inclusive governance may also serve as a
foundation for developing a shared identity and shared values for
a highly diverse society. It also has the potential to boost social
cohesiveness.

+ Inclusive governance can also help to foster inclusive
development outcomes. which makes public institutions more
responsive to citizen needs and demands, particularly those from
historically marginalized and excluded groups.

+ Inclusive government is more legitimate and has the
competence of governments to make policy and deliver services
and give respect for human rights and the rule of law (OECD,
2020).

The paper examines Assam's inclusive governance
methods/practices and various policies and programs
implemented for social inclusion as well as for the economic
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development of disadvantaged groups in the region. The paper
is descriptive and analytical. Data for this study was gathered
from secondary sources.
Inclusive Governance practices in India

The nature of Indian society is pluralistic. Pluralism refers
to the existence of various ethnic, cultural, linguistic, and
religious groups within a nation or community. There's no doubt
that the caste system has affected Indian culture for a long time,
maybe as a result of an abridged interpretation of ancient texts
and epics. The lower castes, such as Scheduled Castes (SCs)
and Scheduled Tribes (STs), as well as religious minorities,
disabled, women, and economically disadvantaged sections,
experience exclusion and prejudice in a variety of areas. The
compelling social situation led to the creation of special
provisions in the Constitution for the empowerment of
disadvantaged and marginalized communities, notably SCs and
STs. Even after 70 years, these populations experience
disproportionately greater rates of poverty and vulnerability.

For better economic development the NITI Aayog has
also begun work on a Strategy for New India @ 75 which is
organized into four sections: drivers, infrastructure, inclusiveness,
and governance. The Strategy intends to create broad-based
economic growth to ensure balanced development across all
regions and states and embrace new technologies to stimulate
innovations and skills and be guided by the philosophy of Sabka
Saath Sabka Vikas (NITI Aayog, 2018). Despite these
substantial efforts, India was placed 62™ out of 74" emerging
nations in the World Economic Forum's latest Inclusive
Development Index (IDI) 2021 and was among the least
inclusive countries in the world. It calculates inequality based on
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factors such as country growth and development, inclusion,
inter-governmental equity, long-term sustainability, etc.

Inclusive governance forms the foundation of a healthy
democracy. Where the state keeps in mind the differences of the
people who exist in the society when it is formulating policy for
them and accordingly in its implementation and outcomes. The
objective of inclusive policies of the government is to provide
fair and equal opportunity and make a balanced and inclusive
society. All-inclusive policies may be categorized under three
heads: policies for social development, economic development,
and political empowerment. The ultimate aim is to enable the SC/
STs to be fairly represented in the public institution such as civil
services, higher education, public employment, to allow them to
come out of poverty and economically empower them so that
they are politically capable to influence the decision-making
process which affects their lives (Pankaj Deep, 2020). In
addition, inclusive governance requires decentralization of power,
equal participation of the people, equality of all before the law,
and real empowerment of the people, with a bottom-up
approach.

Over the years, the Government of India has launched
several schemes aiming at the social and economic inclusion of
the vulnerable and marginalized. Many schemes aim to promote
financial inclusion and provide financial security along with social
security to empower the poor and unbanked in the country as
well. Recently, Digital India Mission was launched for the use
of technology for inclusion where a digitally literate population
can leverage technology for endless possibilities. In the education
sector, it entails the creation of electronic content like digital
textbooks, animations, and films. Students can benefit from
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blended learning using MOOCs (massive open online courses),
and learning simulations can help with hands-on instruction. In
the health sector, technology is improving remote health services
(delivering expert consultations via the mobile Internet) and
providing faster services to the poor.

Inclusive Governance Practices in Assam

Assam is located in India's North-East region and serves
as the region's gateway. According to the 2001 Population
Census, the state's rural population accounted for 86.0 percent
of the total population. Agriculture is the economic backbone of
Assam and is critical to the state's overall growth. The state is
home to a diverse population with socio-cultural and ethnic
diversity. The state has a geographical area of 78,438 sq. km.
i.e., 2.4 percent of the country's total geographical area, and
provides shelter to the approximately 2.58 percent population
of the country. Scheduled Tribes (STs) constitute about 12.4
percent of the total population Agriculture, horticulture and agro-
processing, silviculture and handicrafts, fishery, forestry, tourism,
and petrochemicals are primarily responsible for the state's
economic growth and development.

Assam faces several issues, particularly in the areas of
security and development, including immigration and
demographic shifts. The state also has a wide range of intriguing
institutional diversity, from autonomous councils to Panchayati
Raj Institutions (PRIs). In addition, the current state of human
development statistics shows that the people of Assam lack
access to infrastructure, health care, education, etc. Tribal
groups, migrants, tea plantation workers, disabled people, and
women are more likely to face social exclusion. When we
specifically look at the social status and cultural components of
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tribal communities of Assam, they are in the transition stage.
They are at various phases of absorbing or ingesting elements
of the contemporary world, such as education, economic
activity, attire and recreation, dietary habits, etc. Effective
governance thus is a most vital necessity for the development of
the tribals of Assam.

Our Constitution has prescribed powers for the executive,
legislature, and judiciary all three wings of government operate
in an environment where there is a strong Press functioning with
full freedom of expression guaranteed under the Fundamental
Rights of the Constitution and a watchful civil society. The
Assam Government has started implementing the RTI Act 2005.
The Government has issued Assam Right to Information Fee
Rules, 2005. Similarly, other important central government
legislation like the Forest Rights Act, the Right to Education Act,
the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act,
and the National Food Security Act are constantly empowering
the people across the nation.

The FRA (Forest Rights Act) seeks to restore the rights
of tribal people and traditional forest dwellers living in forests for
three generations in Assam. Under the Act, the government has
to grant land pattas to the tribal people and traditional forest
dwellers who had settled in various 'Bongaons' and "Tongiya
Gaons' set up by the British in various RFs (Reserve Forests)
of the State. Another important step for the universalization of
elementary education was taken in terms of the RTE Act, 2009.
The Assam State Commission for Protection of Child Rights
(ASCFPC), being the nodal institute for monitoring the
education of children of age group 6 tol4, expressed concern
that the Act is yet to be implemented with the true spirit.
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MGNREGA helped to put cash incomes into the hands
of the rural poor that create a greater degree of economic
independence. MGNREGA works to increase the earnings of
the income of rural households. It has been found, that a large
majority (82 %) of the respondents said that they spent wages
earned at MGNREGA working on regular food and consumer
goods. The increased income locally available through
MGNREGA work, they felt, was helping ensure at least two
regular meals a daily (Saikia & Borah, 2017). The
implementation of the NFSA (National Food Security Act) in
Assam shows a positive indication of improvements in nutritional
status and poverty reduction. The NFSA Act 2013 is more
significant to cover all targeted populations and ensure food
security in the state. Thus, these all legislations show some
positive impact on the state and help faster social inclusion of
disadvantaged groups which has led the state towards inclusive
development.

The North-East Council was established in 1972 for the
region's socio-economic development, and it has worked on
projects in areas like education, healthcare, agriculture, tourism,
industry, etc. To reduce regional imbalances and inequalities the
execution ofcentrally sponsored schemes such as the National
Health Rural Mission (NHRM), Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA),
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY), Swachh Bharat Mission
(SBM), Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), Mid-
day meals Scheme (MDMS), etc. and state government special
programs such as Atal Amrit Abhiyan (AAA), Arunodoi Scheme
(AS), Assam Deen Dayal Divyangjan Sahajya Scheme
(ADDDSS), Atmanirbhar Assam Scheme (AAS), Assam
Affordable Nutrition & Nourishment Assistance Yojana
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(AANNAY) in Assam 1is very significant. Notable State
government schemes in the state that are specially meant for its
vulnerable population and help to achieve the goal of social
inclusion are discussed hereunder:

Health and Education: As education and health are
important tools for social inclusion Assam initiated a variety of
schemes aiming at the universal enrolment, retention, and
quantitative improvement of elementary education. Education
and Empowerment Schemes are Anundoram Barooah Award
Scheme, Under the scheme, every student who has a grade of
60 percent or higher is awarded a laptop. A tablet is provided
to those who score between 50 and 60 percent. Bicycle to
Below Poverty Line (BPL) Female Students Scheme
programme provides financial aid to those with special needs
who want to pursue higher education. To reduce female
dropouts, all BPL female students are provided cycles.

In Assam under NHRM Rogi Kalyan Samiti (Patient
Welfare Committee)/Hospital Management Society to manage
the affairs of the hospital, Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram
(JSSK) scheme provides free drugs, free diagnostic, free blood,
free diet to pregnant women who come for delivery in public
health institutions and sick infants up to one-year new. SSA
Assam has started a conversion of schools into 'smart schools'
Smart schools will have I'T-enabled classrooms, e-libraries, and
web-based teaching and will make all students e-literate
required for providing quality education.

Integrated Rural Development, Sanitation, and
Hygiene: The Government of Assam launched a new
programme in 2016/17 called the Chief Minister's Samagra
Gramya Unnayan Yojana (CMSGUY, or the Integrated Village
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Development Programme), an initiative aimed at the holistic
development of villages. The programme is expected to help the
state of Assam achieve several of the Sustainable Development
Goals: reducing poverty and hunger, increasing employment,
reducing inequality, promoting sustainable use of water and
terrestrial ecosystems, promoting peaceful and inclusive societies,
and building partnerships. SBM Assam started the construction
of Individual Toilets, Community Toilets, and Solid Liquid Waste
Management works in the major cities of Assam.

Insurance and Disability: Social security schemes such
as Mukhya Mantri Jibon Jyoti Achoni (Insurance plans like Aam
Aadmi Bima Yojana), Assam Deen Dayal Divyangjan Sahajya
Scheme, Atal Amrit Abhiyan programmes intend to provide
financial help to qualified citizens for medical treatment and
injuries, is to give financial help to the state's Divyangjans
(disabled) for their treatment, cashless medical health care and
treatment aids six frequent and high-cost treatment disorders
with free medical care up to Rs. 2 lakhs.

Housing and Transport: Besides, there are schemes for
basic amenities and Services such as Janata Housing for
Economically Weaker Sections. This project intends to construct
Pucca homes for all houseless poor/poor living in kuccha
dwellings to safeguard Land Rights and Land Records and
transparency for the economically weaker section of society.
ASTC Rural Bus Service works for bus transportation supplied
from rural communities to district headquarters under the
scheme.

Skill Development and Agricultural Growth: The
state government also runs various schemes for Economic
Development such as Mukhyamantri Karma Jyoti Asoni (Rural
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Industrialization), and Kalpataru Scheme (Skill Development)
which attempt to develop the skills of all qualified youngsters for
self-employment and placement and assist rural people working
in large cities. Mukhyamantri Krishi Sa Sajuli Yojana is a scheme
where the state government is promoting agricultural practices,
including harvesting and marketing practices under the scheme.

Public Service Delivery: Recently, Good Governance
Schemes have been also implemented by the government name
Rajyor Padulit Rajyor Sarkar. The purpose of this scheme is to
address people's problems at their doorsteps, raise public
knowledge about government initiatives, analyze local
requirements, and uncover service delivery system flaws.
Results and Discussion

Assam is a diversified society with a multilingual
population. There are demands frequently raised for the
protection of indigenous land, culture, and languages of the
people living in Assam. Tribal communities have always
demanded linguistic and territorial protection and attention from
the state government and central government. Some of the key
concerns relating to policy implementation in Assam are-

1. In Assam, the problem is that the enactment of right-
based schemes/legislation in an environment of illiteracy and lack
of awareness and empowerment about those schemes is difficult.
This is a drawback as policy implementation is weak. Various
research studies and ground-level reports point to a lack of
knowledge among target social groups about schemes,
programmes, and policies, resulting in slow implementation, low
involvement of intended beneficiaries, and thus not achieving
social inclusion. Besides that, the Assam government's state
policies, and schemes are well-targeted but lack proper
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monitoring.

2. Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS), which are
implemented by State Government agencies, but which are
largely funded by the Central Government with a defined State
Government share. The problem with the CSS is a misuse of
funds is a real cause of worry that has to be addressed
especially in the poor states like Assam. The expenditure under
a host of important flagship schemes, including the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Integrated Child Development Services
(ICDS), etc., appears to be retrospective reporting only, with
no effort being made to ensure that minorities benefit from these
allocations No budgetary reporting mechanism exists to
accurately capture the allocations being earmarked for minorities.

3. Further, the COVID-19 crisis has a disproportion-
ately adverse impact on the vulnerable sections of the State's
population, especially women, children, the elderly, persons with
disabilities, denotified tribes, and minorities. Therefore, the State
Government needs to take measures to protect their well-being.
In this regard, the State Government can consider making
temporary modifications in the guidelines and scope of Centrally
Sponsored Schemes (CSS), with the concurrence of the Union
Government where necessary. This can help in meeting the
objective of extending welfare measures to marginalized groups
and communities.

4. One of the main reasons for the relative failure of many
flagship programs in India is that the local organizations
responsible for implementing them are under-resourced. The 73™
and 74" Amendments, transferred functions to PRIs and
Municipalities, but there has been very little effective devolution
of funds or control over the PRIs. As a result of the inadequacy
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of budgetary resources, public provisioning in social sectors and
social security programmes by the government seems to have
suffered from the problems of inadequate coverage and
unsatisfactory quality.

Inclusiveness is not just about ensuring a broad-based
flow of benefits or economic opportunities; it is also about
empowerment and participation. The state needs to focus on
empowering the community in terms of building their
understanding of Government policies, programmes,
decentralized planning process, their role and participation in
village plan, and monitoring of programme/scheme(s). To this
effect, various measures can be adopted:

1. Focus on Inclusive Education, Skill Development,
and Employment: Education is the primary need for the
economic growth of any need thus the state government should
focus on the betterment of educational infrastructure.
Strengthening of early childhood interventions, bringing all out-
of-school children within schooling, the rapid expansion of
secondary school enrolment, expansion of higher and technical
education infrastructure, and development of vocational and
skill-based learning will ensure inclusive education in the state.

2. Greater Emphasis on Health and Sanitation:
Sanitation and hygiene are the most important for any nation's
inclusive growth because it has been seen that foreign investors
are usually attracted to clean and hygienic nations.

3. Enhanced Tele connectivity for greater outreach:
There is an urgent need to improve tele connectivity in the region
for bringing about complete financial and digital inclusion of the
people.

4. Social Audit and Community Monitoring of
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Government Schemes: Facilitating access to Public Distribution
System (PDS) and ensuring entitlements through institutionalizing
a community-owned monitoring system and establishing a
dialogue between communities and implementing stakeholders.

5. Capacity Building of Women PRI Representatives:
A gendered approach to development through community
monitoring and network action on issues of domestic and other
gender-based violence, discrimination, and trafficking which
affect women's dignity and right to work.

6. Partnering with the Civil Society and other
stakeholders: One of the main reasons for the failure of
government programmes in Assam is due to a lack of participation
by the private sector, civic society, and local institutions. Corruption,
diversity, ethnic tension, insurgency, and natural disasters in
Assam make the government functionaries inadequate.

7. Strengthening Local Government Institutions with
enhanced financial powers: Even though the Government of
India has been giving a major thrust to the North-East in its
policies and development plans and also established the Ministry
of DONER, north-eastern states are lagging with a
comparatively slower pace of industrialization and economic
growth. Achieving SDGs requires a multi-pronged approach
and concerted and continuous efforts. Unfortunately, the
COVID-19 pandemic has adversely affected all sectors of the
economy. The Government of Assam is forging partnerships with
academic institutions, industries, and civil societies for achieving
inclusive development through the implementation of Sustainable
Development Plans. There is a need to empower people by
maximizing self-governance and participatory development
through grassroots planning to promote inclusive development.
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Perspectives on Fieldwork in
Mising Autonomous Council
areas in Assam

Dr. Bhasker Pegu

(ABSTRACT)

Researchers of Political Science conducting field studies
gain divergent experiences, which remain unexplored on the path
to scholasticism. Many a time researchers face an array of
complexity in their field. Empirical studies as a part of one's
methodology needs much more delicate handling in the field. As
researchers in Political Science, approaching either through
qualitative or quantitative methodology, we hardly have a choice
to compromise our objectives while pursuing a study. When a
researcher goes to the field, he is caught between the urge for
objectivity and subjectivity. While attempting to explore the "real
world problems", an investigator in the field finds oneself in a
position of situational complexity. Field experience sometimes
turns out to be emotional. A field investigator has to reconsider
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his presuppositions and the semi-structured or structured
questionnaire in accordance with the condition of the field during
focus group discussions and individual interviewing. This paper
will throw light on field experiences in Assam for Political
Science studies from the areas governed by the Mising
Autonomous Council (MAC). The field experiences would be
discussed in the context of research methodology of Political
Science and issues related to practical social realities.
Keywords: Field Experiences, Mising Autonomous Council,
Issues.

Significance

This paper is significant from a methodology perspective
in qualitative approach adopted in social sciences. The
significance of this paper lies in terms of field work experience
as it attempts to explore the realities that a researcher faces in
tribal areas especially in Mising inhabited region in northern
Assam. It is also significant as it tries to understand the
community perspectives on decentralized tribal autonomous
council, floods and erosions, welfare schemes of government and
hydro-power dam project.
Introduction

The production and dissemination of knowledge are at the
heart of political science (Smith 2014). We cannot contemplate
dissemination of knowledge unless there is production of
knowledge. As such production of knowledge takes place in
variety of knowledge largely through research by scholars. With
changes in political world, it is suggested by scholars on
methodology to surpass and evaluate "just-the-facts" approach
to study politics scientifically (Kellstedt and Whitten 2009). As
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a research scholar, I had the experience of visiting for the
purpose of field study to the Mising Autonomous Council areas
in Dhemaji and Lakhimpur districts of Assam in December
2013. Since my enrollment in the PhD program from July 2012
in the department of Humanities and Social Sciences in the
Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati, I had the opportunity
to visit places of interest to political science researchers working
on social movements, local governance and ethnic conflict
studies of Assam such as the Bodoland Territorial Areas
Districts (BTAD) in December and May 2012, Rabha Hashong
Autonomous Council (RHAC) areas in Goalpara and Kamrup
districts in May and June 2013. I had visited to these places in
lower Assam mostly in post-conflict situation. Both of the areas
of BTAD and RHAC were visited along with my supervisor Dr.
PahiSaikia and senior research fellow, Aniruddha Kumar Baro.
The RHAC field visit was joined by our co-researcher Pankaj
Kumar Kalita.

The field visit to the areas of Mising Autonomous Council
(MAC) was quite different from my earlier experiences. The
experiences was quite differentlyintriguing to me from that of
lower Assam areas mainly for two reasons-first, unlike the
BTAD and RHAC areas, we did not had to interact with people
affected by ethnic conflict and violence since there was instances
of group clashes and violence in that part of Assam; second, I
was visiting to the areas as academic researcher to Mising tribe
inhabited places, which is my own community, for the first time
although I was familiar to some of the areas. Borrowing from
M.N. Srinivas, I can put my thoughts as "study of one's own
society". However, it does not mean there was no limitation to
do the fieldwork. As it is succinctly said that "what is one's own
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society is always difficult to define". With heterogeneous ethnic
groups inhabiting in the areas of field visits in Assam, we are
confused with complexities to understand diverse cultures.
According to Geertz, culture is public because meaning is (Geertz
1973). Therefore, to Geertz, culture is not experimental science in
search of law but an interpretative one in search of meaning.

The rural communities in Assam are more or less marked
by similar characteristic feature in terms of economy everywhere.
The majority of the communities under study in the field are
dependent on agriculture. The agrarian economy of the people
makes a researcher to interpret in a way that "presumption of
simple societies to accept someone who cannot be fitted into
one of the known roles" (Srinivas, Shah and Ramaswamy 2013).
In textbook research methods, it literally implies to participant
observer that the fieldworker should deliberately participate in
community activity in order to observe and understand the social
reality around him. While inpractical reality, a researcher finds
himself in complex situation to take charge of role as prescribed
in books due to circumstances faced in the field.

Between scholasticism and real world problem in the field

The tendency to become scholasticism is said to be a
worrisome development in Political Science. Overspecializing
and ingrown in particular field limits the contour of understanding
with problem when one goes from one place to another.
Overemphasizing and becoming knowledgeable in conflicts does
not mean one can read other side. Scholars focusing more on
themselves, less on real world have harmed the realism of their
work and audience for themselves (M. Mead 2010). Critics say
limiting to particular methodology, such as rational choice or
quantitative method; misconstrue the nature of political and



Perspectives on Fieldwork in Mising Autonomous Council areas in Assam || 21

social phenomena.

We were looking for Mising villages in Gogamukh. In an
intersection with a few shops at a place called Mohoricamp, I
alighted from the car we were travelling. I was asked by a man
whether I was a "company man" when I asked him about the
direction to villages. I have to convince him that I was from
Jonai and a Mising boy coming for research from II'T Guwahati
to know about the "Mising people and culture of the place".

When we were in the field for focus group discussion
with villagers in Dirpai village of Gogamukh, we did not stick to
the questionnaire that was there. We avoid scholasticism in the
field-the tendency of overspecializing ourselves. Instead we
followed qualitative method allowing the villagers to speak at
length while we deliberately traversed them to the subjects we
intended to know from them. We recorded the whole
conversation with the villagers' permission. Of course, there was
instance where particular people within the group did not want
to be recorded. We humbly introduced our affiliation and
ensured that the interactions would be used only for academic
purpose in the beginning itself. I introduced myself, our
supervisor and colleague in Mising language, although the
villagers were well-versed in Assamese too, to make the villagers
more comfortable.

More often villagers would express their angst and
emotions before us while we ask them on their livelihoods and
possible impacts of big dam over Subansiririver. The villagers
shared their stories of public outreach program of the National
Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC). One of the villagers
told us that a lady from the NHPC came to their village and told
them that their place would be made like "second Switzerland".
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They also informed us of the highhanded of the security
personnel towards them whenever they have to cross the gate
of the project area for fishing.

A respondent from the group, who was casually
employed in the NHPC's Subansiri project, informed us about
"low quality work" in the site. He shared us that contractors in
collusion with the company put inadequate amount of cement
bags needed in construction works. The villagers also recalled
the role of student organizations like the Takam Mising Porin
Kebang (TMPK) and Akhil Gogoi in creating awareness about
pros and cons of dams in the area. The village folks expressed
that building of the dam over Subansiri would threaten their
livelihoods in the long run. They fear a repeat of devastating
1950-like earthquake in the region. The building of dam has only
made the fear manifold of overarching catastrophe. With
respondents' expression of confidence that they would trust
people from educational institutions rather than people from
corporate and politics, we felt to suggest the respondents to
press for schools and health care centers to the NHPC. The
villagers who exercised their franchise in the first-ever MAC poll
were optimistic about the future of the working of the local
governmental institution. They expressed a mixture of
cautiousness and dissatisfaction over the village level leaders
who act as middle men to get their beneficiary schemes from
MAC.

We spoke to few officials of the NHPC too. The Public
Relations Officers showed us the project site and briefed us their
attempt to build rapport with local people and activists to restart
the construction the dam.

With an approach to know the "real world problems"
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based on King, Keohane and Verba's words (King, Keohane and
Verba 1994), we turned closer to the people in the field although
we had had knowledge from media, books and experiences about
the construction of dam and the places in search of more
observation and understand real world questions.

Uncertainty and learning opportunity in the field: Exploring
to flood-ravaged area of Dhemaji district

During one of the days of field visit in Mising
Autonomous Council areas, we had to endure through a state-
wide general strike, known as bandh, in India, called by a
political party. We were stationed at Tourist Lodge run by the
state government in Gogamukh. Only few shops in the
headquarters of MAC, Gogamukh,were opened and vehicles
were almost off the road. The strike affected our schedule of
field visit. Therefore, Aniruddha and I were thinking of going to
the villages in Gogamukh area itself. However, our local contacts
with a journalist friend, Deepraj Pegu, helped our uncertain day
in the field to contemplate an opportunity to explore a vast
stretch of flood-ravaged areas of Samarajan and Jiadhalmukh
beginning from the National Highway 52 to Arunachal border in
the northern side. Another journalist named Rajiv Deori working
for a local newspaper joined us.

We did not have much idea of the places we were going
on that day. Our journalists friend had one each motorbike.
After travelling few kilometers towards Dhemaji on the highway
we took a road down in sandcast area visible with signs of
flood fury. We saw people working in railway bridge where
conversion broad gauge conversion was undergoing in the track
to Murkong Selek.

There was no more black-topped metalled road. The
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rural roads were rough and narrow. We observed people living
on the other side of a breached embankment. Stilted Mising
houses with vegetable gardens in the courtyard were seen in the
thinly populated village. With vast arable land being affected by
perennial floods, the households in the area did not have
granary, which is generally visible in rural areas of Assam.

We also saw few men carrying their harvested strings of
paddy either on their arm or bicycle back. We crossed the river
Jiadhal after asking local people about shallow portion. Some
young people were working with spade repairing damaged
roads. The young men told us that they were doing "REGA
work", the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). Some villagers together were
trying to erect electricity post.

We passed our bikes through small inches of foot-way
amid half reaped paddy field. Women folk were seen reaping
paddy near an embankment, which we thought it as railway
track from distance. After passing through village after village in
the interior of Dhemaji district in the foothills of Arunachal hills,
we again crossed over the Jiadhal river. We crossed the shallow
winter river near the hills in a bamboo raft. The people living in
the interior areas have to walk kilometres to market places and
hospitals, but they are still here with all odds of communication.

We were re-connected to newly-constructed concrete
road. We reached a bit crowded intersection with vehicles,
human beings and shops around. The name of the place was
Jairampur, twenty five kilometres northeast of Gogamukh. Our
two journalist friends have had some contacts here.

We had an interaction with a panchayat president named
MamdanShanker, and Hajong-community student activist, named
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Bhimraj Hajong We were told the place has mixed population
with Hajong community as majority. The place was inhabited
with compositions of heterogeneous communities like Nepalis,
Bodos and Misings. As an inhabitant of the district, I found that
there was a lot of unexplored terrain in my own district. As a
fieldworker, I had a learning opportunity of knowing the people and
their economy, the geography and extent of flood, the problems of
livelihoods, transport and communication in the areas.
Objective understanding and subjective experience in the
field: Geo-tube dyke and the people in Matmora

As a researcher applying qualitative methodology in social
science research, I had been interspersed between my objective
understandings and subjective experience trying to avoid being
judgemental in my pursuit of inquiry. In most relevant philosophy,
I would say I was taking Kuhn's context of a paradigm-a
framework that determines the concepts that are used and that
also contains exemplars, or model inquiries, which direct
attention toward some problems as being key and away from
other problems or issues regarded (from that perspective) as
somewhat trivial (Kuhn 1962).

Karl Popper constantly reminds his readers that truth is
an essential regulative ideal, which he compared the status of
truth in the objective senses, as correspondence to the facts and
its role as a regulative principle to that of a mountain peak which
is permanently, or almost permanently, wrapped in clouds
(Popper 1968). Popper also holds that it is a mistake to assume
that the objectivity of a science depends upon the objectivity of
the scientist. Therefore, going by Popper's arguments, objectivity
in research is not a property of the individual researcher.

When I had the knowledge of positive instances of the
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construction of first-ever geo-tube embankment in infamously
flood affected region of Dhakuakhana, I was precluded with the
notion that everything was alright in the area these days. I had
visited Matmora area once during my undergraduate days
during a vacation in 2009 when the dyke work was started
where I had the experience of intervening with the engineers to
raise the wage of workers engaged in construction of geo-tube
dyke. With the completion of the dyke, I had the understanding that
the technologically equipped embankment had transformed the area
as of now allowing my thoughts to consider things are trivial.

When I reached the field and interacted with the
inhabitants, I discovered that the validity of my notion could be
critically evaluated. I was unduly influenced by biases and
valuations misjudging the ground realities without being sensitive
to negative instances after the geo-tube embankment had been
built. The discovery of negative instances in post-completion of
geo-tube embankment made me emotional. The village folks
have no option of livelihoods except becoming rickshaw pullers
and daily wage labourers either in towns across the river or
nearby Dhakuakhana. The women earned their livelihood
through weaving of clothes. The people expressed their
grievances over the working of water resources department. The
people had called for making channels inside the embankment
but that was not responded in affirmative. They accused the
engineers were inefficient and did not take notes of the problems
of flood-affected eagerly. Moreover, we were informed of the
pending compensations for land acquisition, deprivation of
housing provisions and social forestry in the locality after the
works were done.

The geo-tube dyke is believed that it would last for a
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century but the people were wary of the unabated erosion of
the Brahmaputra river. The inhabitants felt that politics of building
dyke has precluded their social problems. No one listens to the
voices in the margin, our respondents say. The problems of
dispensary, education and rehabilitation were not redress by the
government in Matmora. It is difficult to avoid circumstances
arising in field site for field workers. As per my experiences in
Matmora, local hospitality must be responded with positive
gesture. Otherwise, the people in the field would begin to doubt
your credentials when you visit them once again. One might not
get the same level of responses and enthusiasm of the
respondents if their invitation is turned down.

I was mocked by one of the leaders of a student
organization whom I knew on phone when we could not reach
to the field on the scheduled day, "Bhasker, we prepared food
andapong (local brew) for you all, why did not you come
yesterday? All our preparation had gone waste. You people are
liars". We visited Matmora the following day. However, I did not
meet the particular person who mocked at me who was very
interested to interact with us.

Conclusion

One might not meet the persons of organizations
concerned that you were supposed to talk to get down to earth
information. The informant had gone away with a scheduled
work for his own organizational commitments. Otherwise, he
might be mocked as liars like the same he did to me and risk
his trustworthy of the people. I have to consider the words and
maintain a balance with the respondents on moral ground of
being member from the community as well as a matter of fact,
being an academic researcher, to subside suspicion upon me.
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Thus, I feel that the subjective experience in the field broadens
the framework of understanding in research.
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Stigma: A Saga of Mischievous
Politics in Assam

Dr. Nurul Hassan

(ABSTRACT)

Stigma is a societal phenomenon, but has substantial
impact in variety of ways including politics. Basically people are
stigmatized considering their physical, biographical, contextual,
health and many other issues acutely related with human beings.
However, at present it is widely used in politics too to construct
one's image diminishing others in the public domain. In politics
it can be realize both group as well as community level. It is
quite interesting to scrutinize the process of stigmatization over
the group of individual by the dominant stakeholders. In Assam,
the Bangladeshi, a derogatory word is meticulously used to
stigmatize a particular community in different capacities. Here an
attempt has been made to understand the mischievous politics
of stigma labeling them as Bangladeshi. The paper is a primary
work to comprehend the following research questions: Is
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stigmatization conducive for politics? How stigma vigilantly
applied in different sphere of politics in Assam?
Keywords: Stigma, Politics, Bangladeshi and Assam

Introduction

It appears that stigmatization has become an essential
phenomenon widely used in electoral politics. People are very
scary about stigmatization as it becomes a lifelong constructed
identity and subsequently people refrained from disgraceful
activities to sustain noble image in the society. Stigmatization is
a process of constructing one's identity based on his or her
minor or short term disgraceful action; sometimes individual
actions are branded in the context of group identity too. Erving
Goffman (1963) argued that stigma is a relationship of
devaluation in which one individual is disqualified from full social
acceptance. Stigma can take many forms- for example, physical
(such as visible impairments), biographical (such as possession
of criminal records) or contextual (for example, 'hanging out with
wrong crowd). Stigmas are rarely based on varied
understandings. They spring from stereotypes or perceptions,
which may be false, or only partially correct. (Giddens
Sociology 400) Goffman also stated tribal stigmas (example,
race, ethnicity, religion etc.), 'blemishes of character' (for
example, homosexuality, addiction and mental illness etc). Stigma
is basically talks about constructed identity and which are mostly
disgraceful. "Identities are multilayered, consisting of several
sources. A simple distinction can be made between primary and
secondary identities, which are connected to the processes of
primary and secondary socialization respectively. Primary
identities are those that are formed in early life and include
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gender, race/ ethnicity and also disability and impairment.
Secondary identities build on these and would include those
associated with associated with social roles and achieved
statuses such as occupational roles and social status positions."
(ibid 257)

Paul Hunt in his book ‘Stigma: The Experience of
Disability (1966)’ substantiate the discourse of stigma in
understanding disability in relationship with normal people.
Besides, people usually stigmatize considering one's mental
position, sexually promiscuous nature, and different health issues
and so on. "Symbolic interactionism focuses on micro level
interaction and the way in which meanings are constructed and
transmitted across the members of society. G. H. Mead (1934)
argued that the individuals self is a social self, produced in the
process of interaction rather than biologically given". (Giddens
sociology 85)

It appears in different context i.e., political, social, medical,
service, community, individual and so on. Goffman argued that
inherent in the process of stigmatization is social control.
Stigmatizing groups is one way in which society controls their
behaviour. (ibid) The minorities, tribal people, women, third
gender, refugees, migrant people etc. are easily stigmatized in
different capacities. Harold Garfinkel's 'degradation ceremony’
(Macionis and Plummer 610) indicates entire community may
stigmatize individual or group of individuals. In Assam, the east
Bengal origin Muslims are usually glossed with a derogatory term
'‘Bangladeshi', a very disgraceful metaphor used in different
capacities.

Stigmatization of Politics
Social divisiveness has become essential part of modern
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politics. It is advantageous for the dominant stakeholders to
usurp or sustain in power. In a democratic setting, political
parties linked with the dominant group inevitably get undue
credential to exist in power. Sometimes, it becomes essential for
political parties too to unleash divisiveness, bigotry etc. for
strengthening their own position and possession. In a plural
society like Assam is not lagging much behind in this regard. If
we go round the clock, the decade back political history of
Assam gives us bounteous examples of political hatred,
divisiveness, and stigmatization and so on. In the aftermath of
historic Assam Movement, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP)
came to power sensitizing the issue of illegal migration targeting
a particular community and it matters a lot in creating fear
psychosis among them converting their political standing
unexpectedly. Eventually, the illegal migration issue has got
perennial importance in every nook and corner. For all the
political parties the 'Bangladeshi' tag mark has become essential
to sensitize the matter. Unlike others, the BJP has also using the
Bangladeshi tag to unite one and all for political gain in recent
time. Even the BJP led central government's stand on citizenship
for religious persecuted people except Muslims from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan by the CAA 2019 has been facing
massive protest across India and Assam in particular. But the
entire course of action is interrupted on the midst of the protest
for the outbreak of Covid-19 without any proper conclusion and
later on after election the entire movement comes to an end
without conclusion.

Here, the pertinent point is that negative branding a
community usually postulates stigma and it hampers the notion
of inclusiveness. In fact it would have substantial impact on
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economy, societal relation, culture and so on. At this juncture,
it would be essential to underscore the chronology of stigma or
how stigma politics has been working over the years in Assam.
As we know different motifs are behind the branding of group
identity i.e. power politics, identity politics, economic capability,
psychological pressure, impunity etc. However, quest for power
is the ultimate objective for different stakeholders whether it is
in Assam or somewhere else.

From the historical point of view, different invasions were
took place in Assam and which mattered a lot in recent time as
a source of stigma politics among the communities. In this regard
the repeated pronouncement targeting a particular community
escalates sense of divisiveness in larger domain. It is confusing
that the common people are neither concerned nor interested
about the history of invasions or community identity, but these
are inevitable for political mobilization. In this context, the
invasion of Mughal is frequently highlighted for targeting a
community without considering their historical importance. In an
interview, formerly Health Minister of Assam sincerely mentioned
the insider-outsider politics branding as Mughal and Lachit
(Pratidin Time 2020) indicating the Covid-19 induced
Nizamuddin Markaz incident. It was one of the finest processes
of glossing stigma over a community.

Considering the process of political branding, if we revisit
history, the 2012 BTAD violence was alleged that the
Bangladeshi infiltrators were behind the scene and subsequently
the dreadful incident was pushed into the backyard of stigma
politics. Initially the incident was severely condemned in different
capacities; but whenever it was branded in the name of
Bangladeshi, the sentiment skewed with a different narrative.
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Unfortunately different stakeholders including the civil society
groups remained biased in the entire course of action. Perhaps
the allegation as infiltrator's involvement was nothing but glossing
the matter from the purview of public domain. We can also
consider the 30 October, 2008 serial bomb blast incident
occurred in Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon, Barpeta Road and
Guwahati respectively from the similar perspective as it was also
initially branded as Islamic ultras were behind the incident. In
fact, one of the veteran BJP leaders L. K. Advani pointed out
the illegal migrants' involvement on the very next day of incident
(TANS 2008). However, later on the responsibility was taken
by NDFB Ranjan Daimary fraction (PTI 2019) and
subsequently the matter has become irrelevant thereafter.
Apparently, it is easier in branding the disadvantageous group
without knowing the ground reality. Such type of precipitated
branding might have substantial impact on the notion of
inclusiveness.

Accordingly, migration is considered as a lifelong process
and here too in Assam is experiencing phenomenal presence of
migrated people over the years. Unlike others, it is applicable
for targeting a particular community, the Muslims and solely the
east Bengal origin Muslims. So, it tries to mount a sharp
distinction among the communities on the basis of their collective
identity. The Tea Tribes, the Nepali, the Bengali Hindu, Oriya,
Marwari, Punjabi all are migrated and become part and parcel
of Assam. The historic Assam Movement was fought against the
outsiders but later on it turned towards the Muslim infiltrators
only. So, the entire issue was diluted from outsider to Muslim
infiltrators labeling over and again as a Bangladeshi.

In this instance, we may find stigmatization is unstoppable
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here in the societal process. From the literature to history,
agricultural product to encroachment politics, informal labour to
criminal activities, from school to hospitals everywhere a section
of people belonging to a particular religious community are softly
targeted and the cacophony becomes louder on the eve of
election. Actually it requires stringent action to control such
despicable propaganda by different stakeholders. On the
contrary, inculcation of stigma politics will help in acceleration of
deceptive move of action.

The incident of Islamic congregation in Nizamuddin
Markaz had substantial contribution in sharpening the Muslim
identity portraying the orthodox notion of Islam in the form of
Tabligi Jammat. Most likely the incident was grasped by the
right wing people to ignite the social fabric denouncing the panic
created by Covid-19. Furthermore the nationwide lockdown
helps in acceleration for social platforms including media
industries to sensitize it in different capacities. Hence, the political
notion was quite interesting as well as disastrous on the eve of
election. In the context of Assam, the then Health Ministers
argued the Muslims linked with pro-Tablighi Jammat as Mughal
vs. Lachit also had a communal angle to polarize the society in
Assam. Ultimately, the Muslims in general and east Bengal origin
Muslims in particular are being victimized easily in different
capacities. However, the issue of Markaz had remained under
judicial consideration and got clean sheet in the course of time.
Hence, over emphasizing on the Nizamuddin incident was some
sort of different political calculation on the eve of election.
Mapping the Politics

The pandemic propels the mankind to face veritable crisis
in different sectors i.e. governance, health, economy, politics,
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science, services, society etc. In Assam too, but the situation had
sharpened myth and reality of governance for the then existing
dispensation. At this junction, all round preparedness and
performance to control the menace of Covid-19 by the state
govt. was applauded in different capacities and which was
essential for tackling the crises. However, the entire process had
unavoidable linkage with the elections postulating different
narratives in public domain i.e. administrative competency,
Covid-19 as an excuse as well as opportunity in the midst of
lockdown and so on.

The Sonowal led BJP alliance government was serious
about governance protecting rights and privileges of the
indigenous people in a Hindu plank. Hence, they were more
concerned for protecting Satra (vaisnavite religious monasteries)
i.e. land as well as culture, protecting tribal belt and blocks etc.
and these were praiseworthy initiatives in the larger context of
Assam. However, they failed to fulfill most of the promises
highlighted in the vision document published in 2016. Essentially,
they had performed well and proved their administrative
competence just managing Covid-19. Being a ruling
dispensation, it had taken all round advantages in the name of
Corona pandemic keeping the opposition out of the context.
Interestingly, despite corona upheavals, the door to door
campaign 'jan sampark' was held without any interference. In
fact top brass of BJP including a few Ministers were not
maintained the Corona protocol too. On one hand, state
sponsored fear psychosis was escalated and other hand
restoration of power through muddying water accelerating
bewildered politics among the people.

In Assam, the election of the Bodoland Territorial
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Autonomous District was initially postponed just before voting
on 4 April, 2020 due to Corona outbreak. Later on, it was held
in December, 2020. Accordingly, the urban local self-
government election of Assam was delayed due to Corona.
However, the pandemic had changed the course of action and
subsequently it pushed the entire system into the realm of
uncertainty. On one hand the massive protest against the CAA
2019 had become irrelevant due to corona induced nationwide
lockdown and other hand all round protection was availed by
BJP from the government despite the disastrous situation
considering elections. Furthermore, the linkage of Covid-19 with
Nizamuddin Markaz widely used as a tinder box at the moment
of election.

Seeing the situation of deliberative hatred in India and
Assam in particular, the issue of stigma politics has become a
global concern and subsequently the central as well as state
governments were alarmed not to sensitize the matter on
religious ground. Assam too has given emphasis to control all
types of hatred promising severe punishment to the hate
mongers. Probably, these are essential short term initiatives of
governments but without permanent solution it will destroy the
image of India locally as well as globally. Apparently, it would
be difficult to draw a deadline about the contamination of
Covid-19 as well as its devastating impinges on the people. But
the contested narratives would provide a plethora in the course
of politics not only in Assam but India as a whole.

The way forward

The Assam Government had worked on a war footing
manner to address the challenge posed by the pandemic. Here,
the aggressive strategies and selfless support from all walks of
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life would help in bringing back normalcy without devastating
loss. However, the Covid-19 has proved as well as exposed the
entire administrative settings of Assam and at the same time
definitely it is a lesson for one and all how to tackle such type
of stringent situation in coming days. As of now the entire
system is standstill for Covid-19 pandemic but simmering the
politics of stigma all around. Over the years, the politics of
stigma has been instilling and also getting unprecedented support
from every nook and corner. Even the problem is more social
than political. Moreover it has inseparable linkage with economy,
culture, development and so on and therefore to control the
nuisance it requires comprehensive attention from all walks of life
as the people's standing against Covid-19.

Notes

1. Literal meaning of Tablighi Jamaat is 'society for
preachers' is a worldwide organization of Muslim, founded by
a Deobandi based Islamic scholar Muhammad Iliyas al-
Kandhlawi in India in the year 1926. At present cores of people
have direct or indirect linkages with this institution. It is a revival
movement emphasizing on six basic principles i.e. Kalimah
(declaration of faith), Namaz (Prayer), [lm-o-zikir (Knowledge),
Ikram-e-Muslim (respect of Muslim), Ikhlas-e-Niyyat (sincerity
of intension) and Dawat-e-Tabhligh (proselytizaton).

2. The 'Healthy States Progressive India Report on the
ranks of States and Union Territories' 2019, reveals about
Assam that the incremental progress from the base year to
reference year is substantially improved. Besides, the state also
shows positive score in terms of Health index. But overall
performance is average as per the report.
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Inter-State Border Disputes in

North-East India: Especially

with Assam and Other North
Eastern State
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(ABSTRACT)

Inter-state Border disputes between various states in
North-East India have been continued since 1960s. These
disputes emerged with the process of merger after independence.
As people of this region have diverse ethno-cultural, socio-
economic-political, religious, racial diversity are found there.
Every community of this region is living a life in a state of fear.
Some fears of their identity, some fears of cultures, some fears
of resources, some fears of land etc. These disputes emerged
after states such as Nagaland, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh
and Mizoram were carved out of undivided Assam. However,
almost all these border disputes have their origins in colonial
times and reflect the consequences of the British policy of
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creating and recreating boundaries for administrative convenience
based on annexation and exploration of territories in the region.
The Union government has made efforts to resolve these
disputes, however not much success has been achieved as one
or the other state remained non cooperative.

Keywords: North-East, Border Dispute, Community, Ethno-
Cultural, Socio-Economic-Political, Resources, Territories.

Introduction

North-East India comprises of Sikkim and seven other
states also known as 'Seven Sisters' namely; Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland and Tripura.
The North-East covering the area of about 2,62,179 Sq/km and
shared International Border with Bhutan to the North, China to
the North and East, Myanmar to the East and South and
Bangladesh to the West and South. The Assam among the
'Seven Sisters' states of North-East India shared border with
two foreign Nations Bhutan and Bangladesh and inter-state
border with all the six states. Geographically the North-East
region is far away from Centre. The NE Region is linked with
mainland of India only with a small 'Chicken Neck' corridor.
Border areas have their own problems and peculiarities and
more often vulnerable to illegal inflation of population. Since
independence the present states of Meghalaya, Nagaland and
Mizoram constituted a district each of Assam (earlier known as
'Greater Assam'), whereas Arunachal Pradesh (then NEFA),
consisted of several frontier tracts, Administered by Governor
of Assam and therefore, were deemed to be part of Assam. The
other two states Manipur and Tripura were princely states which
are became part C state of India, the earlier name for Union
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Territory with the merger in 1948.

Therefore, the border disputes of North-East India is
common, there are two types of border disputes; one is
International Border Disputes i.e. disputes with foreign nations
and the other is Inter-state Border Disputes; i.e. disputes among
the North-Eastern States. North-East India has been witnessing
Inter-state border disputes since the early 1960s when the
process of carving out of states from undivided Assam
commenced. The most recent disputes with Assam-Mizoram;
Assam-Meghalaya border, which has been witnessing violent
incidents and took a worse turn on 26th July 2021, when six
police personnel from Assam were killed in a violent clash in
Assam-Mizoram border. At present, where Govt. of India is
trying to resolve an international border disputes with China and
Inter-state border disputes in North-Eastern states and posing
serious challenges. It is essential to resolve these disputes and
move on the path of development for the security and
development of the people of North-East India. Here, the
present paper is an attempt to study the Inter-State Border
disputes among the North-Eastern States in India: Specially
Assam with Meghalaya, Nagaland and Mizoram.

Objective

The objective of this study is to find out the areas of
conflict and to deeply analyze the causes of this conflict and its
impacts upon common people of North-East India.
Methodology

The Study adopts investigative analytical methods, based
on secondary data collected from government reports, journals
and articles.

Recent Boundary Disputes
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Recently the border dispute with Mizoram and
Meghalaya with Assam has increased. Recently, the controversy
arose over Assam traders being barred from entering
Meghalaya due to Corona. A few days before this, there were
border disputes in Assam and Mizoram.

Assam Share Inter-State Border with Other States

+ Assam and Meghalaya share a border of about 884.9
km. There are 12 disputed areas between them.

+ Assam and Arunachal Pradesh share a border of about
804.1 km. There have also been many violent clashes between
them over the border dispute. It was extremely violent in 1992.

+ There has also been a boundary dispute between Assam
and Nagaland, which share about 512.1 km of border. Several
people have died in violent clashes between 1979 and 1985.

+ Assam and Mizoram share a 164.6 km border. About
509 sq km of the border area is disputed between them.

+ Assam and Manipur share a border of 204.1 km.

+ Assam and Tripura share a 46.3 km border.

+ Assam and West Bangle share 127 km border.

The Conflict Scenario

The contflict scenarios are based on historical claims more
than on recent times. All the present states of North East India
were separate and independent small states ruled by a king in
each. During British rule all of them merged with Assam, except
Manipur and Tripura. Therefore, after independence all region
demanded their autonomy, but Indian government merged them
with Assam either willingly or forcefully (but no official record).
The people of this region are diverse, multilingual, different ethnic
cultural, religious, socio-political, racial, beliefs etc.

With the passes of time, people of this region feel threats
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to their identity, culture, resources from others and some
demanded their separate homeland with arms rebellion and
others demanded separate state within India through democratic
movements. And Nagaland became the first state to curve out
of Assam in 1963 and with this the process are started since
1960s. That is why all these states have a border dispute with
Assam.
Assam-Meghalaya Border Disputes

Meghalaya was carved out of Assam as an autonomous
state in 1970 and became a full-fledged state in 1972. Assam
shares an 884.9 km long border with Meghalaya. The major
point of contention between the two states is the district of
Langpih in West Garo Hills bordering the Kamrup district of
Assam-both the states have claimed ownership of the district for
more than a century. The main reason for the contention is again
the demarcation of the borders with both states having a
difference of opinion with regard to it. The district was part of
the Kamrup district during the colonial period but post-
independence was shifted to the Garo Hills and a part of
Meghalaya. As per Meghalaya, the demarcation of the border
in 1951 shows Langpih as part of future Meghalaya state
whereas Assam believes it to be part of the Mikir Hills in Assam
and asserts that Meghalaya Archives does not have the
documents to prove that these areas historically belonged to
Meghalaya.
Efforts to Resolve Disputes

Initial attempts at resolving the border dispute were mainly
through negotiations between the two governments. Both Assam
and Meghalaya have agreed to resolve the border disputes and
constitute Border Dispute Settlement Committees many times.
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In 1983, both the government constitutes a joint official
committee but the effort was failed. In 1985 another committee
was set up headed by Justice Y.V. Chandrachud, and submitted
its report in 1987 upheld the claim of Assam but this effort was
also failed due to the rejection of Meghalaya Government. With
the passes of time the disputes increases and the situation
become more pathetic and violent, therefore both the
government agreed to jointly demarcate the border with the help
of Survey of India in 1991 but the result was unfruitful as
Meghalaya claims demarcation was unconstitutional and refused
to cooperate. In 2019, the Meghalaya government filed a
petition in the Supreme Court urging it to direct the Union
government to settle the border dispute. The Supreme Court
dismissed the petition and ordered the Meghalaya government
to approach the Centre directly. Therefore, the dispute is still
unsolved. Lastly, after a conflict arise between the people of
both the states in Khanapara, Guwahati, CM of Assam Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma and the CM of Meghalaya Mr. Conrad
Sangma met Home Minister Amit Shah on 20th January 2022
and gave a draft resolution to solve the long years of boundary
disputes between the states.

Recently on 26th March 2022, CM of Assam Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma and CM of Meghalaya Conrad Sangma
signed a "Historic Accord" in New Delhi, in presence of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah that resolves 6 out of 12 disputed
border "areas of differences" involving a total area of 36 sq/km
of the 50 year old border dispute between Assam and
Meghalaya. Moreover, CM of Assam Dr. Sarma said that this
was the beginning of a solution to other disputed border areas
and also informed that talks are ongoing with Arunachal
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Pradesh, Mizoram, Nagaland to end border disputes with all
these neighbouring states.
Assam-Nagaland Border Dispute

The longest and the bloodiest inter-state dispute is the
border dispute between Assam and Nagaland. Assam and
Nagaland share a 512.1 km-long border. While the border
dispute between the two states began right after Nagaland
attained statehood in 1963, it is important to note that even
before India gained independence, the Naga National Council
(NNC) had demanded the return of the territories which formed
part of Naga Hills District. This demand was included in the
Nine Point Agreement signed between Governor of Assam Sir
Akbar Hydari and the NNC in June 1947. Accordingly, the
State of Nagaland Act, 1962 was enacted which defined its
borders based on the 1925 notification.11 The government of
the newly formed state of Nagaland, however, did not accept
the boundary delineation and demanded that Nagaland should
comprise the erstwhile Naga Hills and all Naga-dominated areas
in North Cachar and Nowgong (Nagaon) districts, which were
part of the Naga territory in 1866. Besides these claims of
Nagaland in Assam include parts of Golaghat district, Jorhat
district and Sibsagar district in the Disputed Area Belt which
comprise 10 reserve forest. Since 1960s Naga rebels
encroaches the forest, territory of Assam many times by the
encouragement of Nagaland Government. Since then, violent
clashes along the Assam-Nagaland border have become a
regular feature and continuous process, with major armed
conflicts reported in 1968, 1979, 1985 and the latest in 2014.
In 1985 another fresh round of clashes occurred in the
Merapani region between the police forces. This clash resulted
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in the killing of 32 villagers and 50 wounded as well as 25000
villagers fleeing.
Efforts to Resolve Disputes

The first most significant agreement signed between the
Government of India and the Naga People's Convention for
settlement of disputes was the 16-point agreement that resulted
in the formation of state of Nagaland. In order to ease tensions,
the Indian Government had formed the Sundaram Committee in
1971, however, the committee's recommendations were only
accepted by Assam, and Nagaland on the other hand rejected
it. Though the committees aim was to bring peace and resolve
the conflicts, but it was failed.

The violence in Doyang Reserve Forest in 1979 led both
states to sign an interim agreement for peace and stability in the
border regions-this led to limited peace in the region. As a result
the Union government set up Shastri Commission in 1985 to
control the violence. The Commission recommended proper
demarcation of boundary and recommended that four interim
agreements should be implemented. Recommendation also says
that Assam government had the full administrative rights over its
constitutional boundary. But the Nagaland government rejected
the commission's recommendations. In 1988, Assam government
filed a suit in the Supreme Court under Article 131 of the Indian
Constitution. Later, 1995 the Assam Government withdrew the
suit only to renew it in 1998. Meanwhile, in 1997, the Union
government constituted a commission under J.K. Pillai to resolve
the issue. However, the Assam government rejected the
commission's report.

In 2004 Supreme Court, hearing the petition of Assam
Govt. ordered to constitute a local commission to resolve the



48 || Polity, Economy and Culture of North-East India : Issues and Challenges

issues, Nagaland was not cooperate. In 2006, the Supreme
Court compelled the Nagaland to comply with court's order and
set up a Local Commission under Justice S.N Variava. The
Local Commission was mandated to identify the boundaries of
Assam by taking into account legal, historical and other aspects.
From then the Supreme Court's attempts are going on, though
there are less success. Given the failure of the mediation process,
the Supreme Court, in January 2015, ordered both the
governments to file the list of their witnesses along with their
testimonies in the form of affidavits with the apex court registrar.
The recording of the testimonies of Assam witnesses is nearly
complete but the progress is stalled because of the on-going
pandemic.
Assam - Mizoram Border Dispute

Assam and Mizoram shares a less volatile border only
164.6 km as compared to Nagaland and Meghalaya. Although,
the state of Mizoram was carved out of Assam and declared a
Union territory in 1972, it officially became a full-fledged state
in 1987. The boundary between the two states is defined in the
North-Eastern Areas (Reorganisation) Act of 1971. The two
documents that is the 1875 notification which differentiates
between the Cachar Hills & Lushai Hills and 1933 notification
which demarcates the Lushai Hills (from where Mizoram has
been carved out) and Manipur, are the major reasons of conflict
between the two states. The Mizo side does not follow the
notification of 1933, since the boundary was demarcated before
the formation of the Mizo state.

Before the conflicts between the states were less, there
were no much challenge unlike with Assam and Nagaland. In
1972, during demarcation of border alongside the districts of
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Cachar, Halakandi, and Karimganj border a minor conflict were
happened. However, in 2020, a major conflict occurred in the
border wherein members of both sides clashed with each other,
which led to the loss of property on both sides. However, with
the intervention of the Centre, the situation was brought under
control and peace was restored.

At present the situation are worse and the conflicts
become increasing which has been witnessing violent incidents
and took a worse turn on 26th July 2021, when six police
personnel from Assam were killed and more than 60 officials
and civilians with bullet injuries in a violent clash after they were
fired upon from Mizoram in Assam-Mizoram border in Cachar
district's Lailapur. This leads the border dispute more sensitive.
As the tension between Assam and Mizoram continues over
border dispute, heavy security has been deployed both the sides
of border areas. CRPF have been deployed to maintain peace.
With the intervention of Union Home Minister Amit Shah and his
response to the situation, able to normalize and create short time
peace in the border conflict by deploying CRPF personnel to
the disputed areas of Assam-Mizoram Border. The Government
of Mizoram called the incident an "unjustified act of the Assam
counterpart for intruding and aggression into Mizoram
territories.”" Significantly, the Chief Minister of Assam emphasised
the existence of an integrated cultural identity of the North East
India and stated that this spirit of the North East cannot be
destroyed in the name of boundary dispute (Assam Assembly
2021). In this era of globalisation, cooperation and
interdependence, specifically to centre the North East in the
policies like Act East policy of the Government of India, it is
essential to resolve the interstate border disputes like this
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without further delay.
Conclusion

The Inter-state dispute in North-East India is the long
lasting major problem increasing day by day. Although several
attempts were made to resolving these conflicts have been
unsuccessful indicating the less collective efforts of the Union and
States governments. After every major incident Union
government and Supreme Court set up committees or
Commission to recommend the ways to resolve these issues, as
recommendations have no binding, that's why the either parties
rejected or refused to agree. It is time to find a permanent
solution to the border disputes in the North East for the socio-
economic-political development of the people and to brings
peaceful environment in the region, as it would not only lead to
peaceful relations between the various states involved but, in the
long run, will act as an important juncture for India's 'Act East
Policy' owing to its proximity to the ASEAN countries. It is the
responsibility of the Union government take this matter seriously
and with the intervention resolves the inter-state border disputes
in North-East India as soon as possible with all possible ways.
With the recent Accord with Assam and Meghalaya indicates a
green signal that resolution of border issues no far way, its near.
Only need is that all the representatives must come forward to
talks with each other and come out with the best possible
solution.
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Freedom, Relish and Patriotism
in Assam

Augusty Kashyap

(ABSTRACT)

Freedom is the power of self-determination attributed to
the will of the people. Since, the time of Ramayana and
Mahabharata Assam was a land of free will and self- esteem.
In the medieval period we must epithet the pure neo-vaisnavite
ideals of the Mahapurush Sankardeva and his disciple
Mahapurush Madhavdeva. Contrary to them we must lustre the
efforts of Ahom, Koch, Chutiya and other kingdoms in bringing
freedom of this land of eastern lights. During British colonial
period the efforts made by Gomdhar Konwar, Piyoli Phukan,
Maniram Dewan, Kushal Konwar , Kanaklata Barua are
noteworthy. This paper intends to study the sacrifices,
endeavours and hardships of freedom fighting patriots as well as
the major events and programmes of Indian Independence
specially focussing in the state of Assam.

Keywords: Freedom, Relish, Patriotism.
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Introduction

Assam from the time of Mahabharata and Ramayana was
a land of eastern lights with a pure blend of Indian Socio-
economic structure. All its people, including its king and the
subjects, have been independent and self-respecting since the
past. Moreover, our land of rising sun was influenced vehemently
by the myths of Lord Krishna and Lord Shiva war (Hari- Hara
Yudh) for the sake of the marriage of Usha-Anirudha , Role of
Bhagadutta in the Mahabharata war from Assam, Narakasura's
endeavour in building the Mekhela- Ujua path to reach
Kamakhya Temple and many archaic tales of hero-heroiens. Our
ancient civilization, society and culture is rich in anecdotes.
Everybody knows about the richness of the spiritual and cultural
heritage of the pure neo-Vaishnavaite ideals given by
Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardeva and his dear disciple Sri Sri
Madhavdeva in the Middle Ages. The Satra Namghars, mainly
the ancient Daula Devalaya, have kept the traditional culture and
democratic values alive and intact.

Besides, the glorious six hundred years of Ahom Dynasty
led by Swargadeu Chaolung Sukapha in 1253, sacrifices of
Mula Gabharu, Sati Joymoti , Majestic attempts of Bir Chilarai
and Naranarayan, Strives of Lachit Barphukan in deterring the
Mughals all contributed to the social order and fabric of the
modern day Assamese society.

Methodology

This paper is descriptive in nature, based on Government
Documents, Books, Journals, Articles and other related works.
With the aim of addressing various objectives of my topic, I have
used secondary sources of data. Secondary sources of data
include Books, Magazines, Newspaper Articles, Government
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Documents and other related sources. My method of collecting
data has been more qualitative in nature.
Strive for Freedom in Modern Day Era

From the ancient times till independence of India the
history of Assam can be traced back to the example of
thousands of self- esteemed patriots. Established by Swargadeu
Saolung Sukapha, the Ahom Dynasty was the longest ruling
dynasty in India. But, this came to an end in 1826 after various
political upheavels including the Moamoria rebellion and the
Burmese invasion. The famous "Treaty of Yandabo", was signed
on 24th February, 1826 among General Sir Archibald Campbell
on the British side, and the Governor of Legaing Maha Min Hla
Kyaw Htin from the Burmese side. And after this treaty Assam
formally went into the hands of the Britishers.

In the name of unjust rule in Assam, our language,
religion, literature and culture the Britishers have made a ground
breaking impact on all for about 120 years. Since then on,
several freedom-loving noble folks of the state began to feel the
burning need for freedom from the foreign domination. Gomdhar
Konwar strived the primary to such try to regain the lost
freedom of his birthplace, he fought against Englishman together
with Piyoli Barphukan, Jiuram Dualia Barua, Haranath, Kandura
Deka Phukan and a few different nobles. In 1828, the rebels
attacked an English armoury at Sadiya, but they crushed the
rebellion. However, they couldn't suppress the burning need of
freedom from the guts of the folks of state. After that Piyali
Barphukan made an attack to burn down an English camp at
Rangpur. The attempt got succeeded but they captured Piyali
Barphukan, Jiuram Barua and a few others. Piyali and Jiuram
were hanged and others nobles were deported for fourteen
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years.

Furthermore, in 1857, Mutiny of the Sepoys tremble the
entire Northern part of our nation. In Assam, a brave and
intelligent aristocrat Maniram Dewan took charge of the revolt.
He along with the assistance of another rebel named Madhu
Mallik, arranged for Sepoy struggle in Assam. He started
sending causation letters to the last Ahom King Kandarpeswar
Singha about the courses of the revolt. Marangikhowa Gohain,
Dutiram Barua, Bahadur Gaonburha, Farmud Ali, Kamala
Barua and other nobles also helped Maniram in this anti- British
plot. They planned to attack the Britishers by native soldiers
under the leadership of Ahom King Kandarpeswar Singha.
Unfortunately, the try was unsuccessful and Britishers captured
King Kandarpeswar Singha, Maniram Dewan, Piyali Barua and
other native rebels. Some of the patriot rebels were also
deported to the Andamans. On 26™ of February, 1858,
Maniram Dewan and Piyali Barua gave their lives in Jorhat jail
for 'high treason' against British dominion.

Again, in 1861, after 3 years of Sepoy Mutiny a peasant
uprising popularly known as 'Phulaguri Dhawa', occurred at
Phulaguri of Nagaon district of Assam opposing the British
exorbitant taxation policy on betal leafs and nuts, as well as a
ban on opium cultivation. Again, in 1894, another peasant
uprising held at Patharughat in Darrang district of Assam
opposing the British taxation policy on agricultural lands. In each
of these events, the peasants raised daring protest against the
exploitation and oppressive policy of British dominion. British
people ruthlessly subdued these uprisings and plenty of peasant's
embraced martyrdom.

Consequently, Gomdhar Konwar, Piyali Phukan, Maniram
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Dewan, Piyali Barua and many other independent patriotic
heroes, who were against the illegal exploitation, rule and
lawlessness of the British rulers, were forced to stick to the
British gallows. However, it is noteworthy that since the time of
the Sepoy Rebellion, the Assamese heroes, who had sacrificed
their life's against the British rule in Assam, had not received due
recognition at the all-India level. But, there has never been a
shortage of independent-minded patriots in this land of rising
sun, which has been ravaged by the onslaught of modern British
aggression.

The dispersed and mild fightings of Indian independence
since the Sepoy Rebellion of 1857 was intensified in Assam after
the Peasants' Rebellions of Phulaguri and Patharughat and the
establishment of Indian National Congress in 1885.
Consequently, Partition of Bengal in 1905, the Swadeshi
Movement in 1919-20, Gandhiji's appearance on national scene
as well as in Assam in 1921, and the Civil Dis-obedience
movement of 1930, made a great impact on the patriotic people
of Assam and henceforth, the freedom struggle got a great
momentum in Assam, along with Rest of India. It is to be noted
that within the vast India, the level of freedom struggle
movement was highest in Medinipur of Bengal, Gorakhpur and
Hazaribagh of Bihar, Bombay and Chatar districts of
Maharashtra and Kamrup, Goalpara, Nagaon, Darrang and
Sibsagar districts of Assam.

The patriotic people of Assam jumped into the unarmed
movements led by Gandhiji as well as some armed efforts of the
revolutionaries. Sir Syed Muhammad Saadulla, Chandranath
Sarma, Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Bishnuram Medhi, Nabin
Chandra Bardoloi, Tarun Ram Phukan, Gopinath Bardoloi and
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others took the leadership of the freedom struggle in Assam. On
9th of August, 1942, the Indian National Congress declared
'Quit India movement', which took a colossal form in Assam.
Brave and intelligent leaders like Sir Syed Muhammad Sadulla,
Gopinath Bardoloi, Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Bishnuram Medhi,
Jyotiprasad Agarwala, Hem Barua, Omeo Kumar Das,
Chandraprabha Saikiani, Puspalata Das led the movement in
Assam organized by Indian National Congess. The Socialist
followers of Jayaprakash Narayan with their revolutionary
activities added immense momentum to this August Kranti.
Although Communist Party opposed the movement. But, some
members of tiny communist cluster named 'Revolutionary
Communist Party of India' (RCPI) engaged themselves within
the loyal struggle of revolutionary activities. The subversive
activities indulged by the volunteers of 'Mrityu Bahini' (Death
Army) of Sankar Barua and Pushpalata Das caused a lot of
anxieties for the British government. Throughout the 'Quit India
Movement' patriots like Kushal Konwar, Kanaklata Barua,
Mukunda Kakati, Bhogeswari Phukanani, Mangal Kurmi,
Maniram Kachari, Madan Barman, Lerela Boro, Lakhi
Hazarika, Thagi Sut, Boloram Sut, Rauta Boro, and plenty of
others set down their lives at the gallows, firings and different
atrocities of Britishers. Their heroic sacrifices impressed Bishnu
Rabha, Khagen Barbora, Mathura Deka, Gobinda Kalita,
Chatrasing Teron, Nirendra Lahiri, Uma Sarma, Suresh
Bhattacharya, Sarat Rabha and other nobles of RCPI in playing
a vital role to accentuate the revolutionary efforts in Assam.
Besides, when the 'Quit India Movement' was dominating
the interior scene, great revolutionary Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose with his liberation army named 'Azad Hind Fauz' or 'Indian
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National Army' (INA) attacked the British force from outside.
Several individuals from Assam and many other individuals
belonging to different tribes of Nagaland and Manipur also
joined the endeavour of Netaji. The INA entered Indian sub-
continent through Indo-Myanmar border and liberated Moirang
in Manipur and Kohima in Nagaland. The loyal Indian troopers
of Netaji fought fierce battle contrary to Britishers within the hills
and dales and also in the jungles of Imphal, Dimapur and other
different places. Sridam Chandra Mahanta, Jalaluddin Ahmed,
Chittaranjan Debnath, S. Laurat Singh, Harendra Nath Mech
were notable among those that joined INA from the state and
fought for his or her native place.

Hence, the flame of freedom engulfed the complete Indian
sub-continent in such a magnitude that it became not possible
for the foreign rulers to extinguish the hearth. So, Britishers had
to quit India on 15th of August, 1947. In conjunction with the
rest of India, Assam state was conjointly lighted with the
sunshine of long cherished freedom.

Conclusion

In conclusion, we must be thankful to our freedom
fighting patriots for their great efforts and sacrifices. We should
not pay homage to them only in Swahid Diwas or other events,
but must be always grateful to them for their valour. Without their
great efforts and endeavours we could not have been at the
present state of the art. Even after the independence also there
was never been a shortage of independent-minded patriots for
the sake of motherland.

After independence also we always prioritize the Divine
Mantra "Desh Bulile Nalage Aadesh" (No need for order if state
demands). During the historical Language Movement, Assam
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Movement or the Expulsion Movement, there was no lack of
spontaneous and strong support from the students, youth,
workers, peasants and risers of the region. Moreover, people
of North-Eastern region face various abuses including racism
remarks in rest of the country. Although, several efforts were
made by the Central Govt. to develop the region with the
bonding of oneness. Still there exists a fallacy that the Central
Govt. treats Assam and North-East as child of step mother.
Hope this will end, and we will be able to develop as other
citizens of the country and the great social fabric of Indianess
will become stronger in the near future.
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Concept of Identity: Role of the
Student Organizations in the
Formation and Performance of
Identity in Assam
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(ABSTRACT)

The paper seeks to reveal the role of student's union in
shaping, transforming and strengthening the structure of identity.
Students' union has been providing a platform in Assam for the
performing and performance of different identities at the same
time. From the inception and articulation of identities to
acknowledgement and deliverance of it in the form of accords,
students' unions are always in the lead role. Identity is the
reflection of our existence. It's dynamic. During the Assam
Movement and post movement era students' organization are
claiming to represent ethnicity and identity of all people. The
state of Assam has a vibrant legacy of student movement. So,
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this paper is an attempt to understand the major role performed
by student organizations in identity formation and strengthening
in Assam.

Keywords: Identity, Assamese, Students' Union, Ethnicity,
Assam Movement.

Introduction

Identity as a reflection of our existence is a very important
and contradictory subject in itself. Personal concept and
expression regarding identity may be different. The formation
and construction of identity is a very complex process affected
by various economic, social, cultural, psychological and
environmental factors. The different exploration of identity
demonstrates how different a concept it is to pin down.
Psychologists most commonly use the term to describe personal
identity, or the idiosyncratic things that make a person unique.
Meanwhile, Sociologists use the term often to describe social
identity, or the collection of group memberships that define the
individual. This idea is not stable and universal as it is composed
of diverse cultural, social and political elements.
Methodology

The data for this paper are collected from various
secondary sources like books, articles and historical accounts.
Objective

The objective of this paper is to study the role of students'
organization in formation, strengthening of Assamese identity;
their role in identity formation movement and post movement
era; the mix up of ethnicity and identity elements etc.
Role of Students' Union

Students' organization is the life blood of a society. It plays
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important role in formation of identity. Assam is also not exceptional.

Student organizations have provided crucial platforms for
the formation and performance of different identities in Assam
at various levels. Post Assam Movement (1979-85) student
groups claiming to represent the different ethnic group in Assam
had taken the initiatives to forge an intimate bond between the
concepts of ethnicity, identity and group rights.

During the period of Assam movement student
organizations played very crucial role, which made students'
organization the agents of identity formation.

The historic Assam Movement took place in the wake of
the fast establishing reputation of AASU (All Assam Student
Union) as the most powerful and effective body representing
mighty student power in Assam. To know the students' groups'
influence on the discourse of identity in Assam one must look
into their ascendance to the dominant position.

AASU from the period of Assam movement till today has
been representing the great student power. Assam has a lot of
castes, ethnic groups. So, the inter-factional or inter-ruling class
conflict has a significant bearing on the social life of Assam.
Sanjib Baruah has pointed out that a good starting point to look
at the effect of the turmoil or ethnic relations in Assam is to focus
at tention on the term "Ethnic Assamese" which has become
common in discussions of Assam politics since the Assam
Movement. The term was either non-existent or in extremely rare
use before the Assam Movement. The emergence of the term
"ethnic Assamese" suggests a process that Anthropologists like
Abner Cohenhave described as a shift from an elite group being
culturally invisible to becoming culturally visible- a result of a loss
of hegemony.
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The Assam Movement ethicized the Assamese and the
political landscape of Assam, as different tribal and religious
minority organizations began challenging the assumed authority
of the Assamese speakers to speak for Assam and its people.
One can thus observe the historical ascendance of Assamese
middle class through assertion of students' politics throughout the
decades of the fifties and the sixties and culminating in the
powerful Assam Movement superheaded by AASU. The
movement did succeed to achieve a unity of purpose between
various sections or communities in the state by articulating a
cultural space that was shared by various components of the
political block as a forum for mutually intelligible communication
and interaction.

AASU' sposition regarding the concept of 'indigenous
Assamese' reflects a lot. Indegenity as an essentialist identity can
be deployed both for political mobilization and self-affirmation.
Ideas of territoriality and indegenity have been conflated in ethnic-
nationalist discourses and encouraged demand for autonomy
and secession, although the two ideas are distinct. R.C.
Bhageval Committee Report in 1951 defined Indigenous of
Assam which is taken to be the accepted and settled definition
of the matter by AASU leadership. It defined that "Indigenous
person of Assam means a person belonging to the state of Assam
and speaking the Assamese language or any other tribal dialect of
Assam, or in the case of Cachar the language of the region”.

Emphasizing on the need for constitutional safeguards to
preserve the 'basic identity' of the Assamese nation Students'
Union have discussed with a number of Anthropologist,
Historians of Assam and put forth the definition for such
reservation. Historians have said that one of the three can be
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taken for defining 'Assamese': the year of 1826, the 1947 or the
year of 1950. But keeping in perspective the situation arising out
of the country's partition and the following process of integration
between different religious, linguistic, ethnic groups' people, the
Students' Union have taken a liberal position and instead of
1826, 1947 or 1950, defines the concept of an 'Assamese' as
the people irrespective of religion, language, ethnicity, whose
names are included in the Citizenship Register of 1951 based on
the first population census of post-independence India in 1951,
and their subsequent generations. By the word 'Assamese' the
students' union refers to all the nationalists, tribes, ethnic,
religious groups composing the greater 'Assamese' nation.

At the same time, it is often pointed out that with Assam
Movement as their reference point, the tribals and other ethnic
minorities have become very restive against their oppressed
pressure or status in a high caste dominated regional society,
building up mass movement as protest.

For instance, we may say about the All Bodo Students'
Union that took amajor role in Bodo politics since its inception
on 15th February, 1967 that was instrumental in the formation
of the Plains Tribal Council of Assam (PTCA) on 27" February,
1967. The declared aims and objectives of the PTCA was to
secure autonomy for the plains tribal in the form of union
territory under the name Udayachal and the ABSU members
were the main force behind it and participated in the programme
of PTCA. The PTCA working in close cooperation with the
ABSU for the first time placed the demand for the separate state
for the plain stribal on 19" May, 1968.

Another major tribal students' organization, the All Mishing
Students' Union notes the fact that within the tribals Mishing
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national struggle is uniform in character with the trendsin
autonomous council movements of the Rabha, Tiwa, Deuri and
Sonowal Kacharis. Due to separate ethnic locations tribals in
Assamare always in a minority in their respective locations. But
a unified programme based on inter-ethnic coordination will give
them a strong base for mobilization.

With the course of time, the question of Assamese identity
had undergone process of transformation consequently. The issue
surfaced sharply regarding the implementation of the Assam
Accord. According to clause no 6 of the Accord, "Constitutional,
legislative and administrative safeguards as may be appropriate shall
be provided to protect, preserve and promote the cultural, social
and linguistic identity and heritage of the Assamese people."

Strong remonstrations came from the various communities
of the state like-Bodo, Mishing, Karbi, Rabha, Tiwa etc. whose
mother tongue is not Assamese. The word 'Assamese' used in
the clause no 6 of the Assam Accord is too ambiguous to include
the various communities. So, a committee was formed to review the
definition under the aegis of Additional Chief Secretary in the year
2005. Various meetings were held in the Assam Secretariat
between delegates from the literary bodies representing different
communities in Assam. AASU offered a two fold solution; -
1) ethnic or anthropological, 2) Pragmatic or Workable.

From the anthropological point of view it should be
"persons speaking the indigenous language of Assam". From the
later point of view AASU decided on the definition "persons
enlisted in NRC (National Register of Assam) 1951 and their
descendants are Assamese." After deliberations between
different ethnic bodies it was decided unanimously that the word'
Assamese' should replace by the phrase "indigenous people of
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Assam". The resolution of 6th September, 2005 for the effort to
be undertaken to define "Assamese" was also formally withdrawn.

Thus the lingua franca Assamese as a referring point for
the identification of a nationality came to be questioned and it
got replaced by the term indigenous as the new anchor of
identity.
Conclusion

Assamese identity is the consequence of the effort made
by various students' organizations. Sustenance and proliferation
of coalitions and joint platforms elected by student groups not
only has the potential to broaden the definition of who is an
'Assamese’ i.e. the Assamese identity but also the effect of
strengthening the proliferation of multiple identities in Assam.
Because identities are not fixed and constantly being defined,
redefined, reworked and reconstituted through interactions and
deliberations enacted at all levels of states and societies.
Identities of Assam are still in doubt. To know about this one
has to critically study the formation of alliances and strategies as
well as the nature of conflict and cooperation between the
various student organizations in the state.
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Challenges and Measures of
Health Tourism in Assam
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(ABSTRACT)

Health tourism is a form of tourism that consists of
patients traveling to other countries to get health treatment or
assistance. It comprises all the services associated with tourism
like transport, accommodation, and hospitality. Traveling for
health and wellness is one of the most important tourist patterns
of economic returns generated by the tourism industry, tourist
destinations and the health sector. Assam has a scope for the
development of traditional health treatment practices. But many
challenges obstruct the health tourism to expand in a better way.
The strategies for building a successful brand in the health
tourism market centre on meeting the needs of the typical
international health traveller and most of these strategies require
strong public-private collaboration.

Keywords: Tourism Hub, Tourism Industry, Healthcare, Tourism
Policy, Integrated Approach.
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Introduction

Health tourism is the travel for the purpose of receiving
health care. Health tourism is a unique concept in the travel and
tourism industry. It plays an important role in the tourism sector.
A large number of people travel for treatment every year. Health
tourism helps in the development of economy and living
standards of the human civilization. It covers a wide field of
health-oriented tourism ranging from preventive and health-
conductive treatment to rehabilitational and curative forms of
travel.

Health tourism in India has developed in the last few
years to not only provide assistance to people travelling for
health issues but has also become a lucrative source of revenue
for Indian economy. India is known globally for its low cost and
high-quality health services. Health tourism is a growing sector
in India. The Health Tourism Index 2 of 2016 ranks India inthe
5th place. In 2017, 495, 056 patients visited India to seek health
care. According to a report from 2019 by the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry and Ernst &
Young, most of the health tourist arrivals in India were from
South-east Asia, Middle-East, Africaand SAARC region. India
also receives significant number of health tourists from Australia,
Canada, China, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United
States. The city of Chennai has come to known as the health
care capital of India. Assam holds immense hope for the
development of traditional health treatment practices. Success in
the health tourism industry depends on knowledge and proper
execution of key strategies which must centre on the need of the
prospective consumers.
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Objectives of the Study

1. To highlight the status of health tourism in Assam.

2. To highlight some challenges and measures of health
tourismin Assam.
Methodology

The study was carried out at theoretical levels. The
required information are collected from secondary data sources.
Secondary data are collected from various relevant books,
journals, annual reports, etc.
Study Area

The land of "Blue Hills and Red River" Assam is the
gateway to the north eastern states and has been aptly described
as the sentinel of Northeast India. Assam is considered to study
the status and prospects of health tourism. Assam has potentiality
to develop health tourism by improving the quality of healthcare
and infrastructure.
Health Tourismin Assam

Assam is well blessed by Nature and it lies at the centre
of one of the world's richest bio-geographic areas. The potential
for health tourism development in Assam revolves around the
entrepreneurs and formal institutional organization that reach out
the facilities and experience to guests in an effective manner.
Assam is well known for her traditional systems of medicines
like Ayurveda. The traditional know-how of Ayurveda in Assam
and other states of the region is quite rich. In recent times the
thriving private health care sector in the region has already started
working as the catalyst in promoting health tourism in the region.
It has witnessed a healthy growth in past few years in some
states like Assam, Manipur and Meghalaya in the field of health
tourism. One of the factors leading to the increased influx of
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patients from other neighbouring countries and states seeking
treatment in Assam is quality healthcare at reasonable costs.

In recent years, Guwahati has become a new destination
of health services. It has advantage of language over other parts
of India as well as adjacency with the growing market of
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar and some parts of Nepal.
Compared to other parts of the state, Guwahati has advantage
of as well as geographic proximity, particularly for the countries
like Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar and some parts of Nepal.
These neighbouring countries do not support good health and
health services in their local proximity which force the citizens
to move in their neighbouring countries. Guwahati is becoming
one of the important health tourism hubs among the states of
North-East India. Healthcare facilities in Guwahati have
improved tremendously in the past few years. Several prominent
hospital chains have opened branches in Guwahati such as
Narayana Super Speciality Hospital, Apollo Hospitals, Sri
Sankar Netralaya etc. and thus helped Assam to become an
important health tourism destination.

Challenges to promote Health Tourism in Assam

There are some weaknesses or lacking in promoting
health tourism in Assam.

The financial support in health infrastructure development
in Assam may be insignificant that may hinder the pace of
development in health tourism. For governments to play their
role within the public health system, policy makers must provide
the political and financial support needed for strong and effective
governmental public health agencies.

Lack of skilled manpower is a major challenge faced by
the wellness tourism sector. Untrained manpower would
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adversely affect quality of services offered to the tourists.

Lack of publicity and marketing, Marketing is the central
factor for success in the health tourism industry, and leading
hospitals and countries with a huge influx of medical travellers
are those with strong marketing strategies which meet the needs
of these patients.

Lack of emphasis on health and research.

Lack of integrated approach.

Apathy towards traditional know how.

Lack of proper approach road, local transportation and
suitable accommodation in certain cases.

Threat of natural calamities like floods in the region.
Tourism is shaped by a wide range of factors and forces.
Natural disasters and unexpected events are prime examples of
such determining factors, as they have profound effects on
individuals and society, and as a result have the potential to
affect tourism flows considerably.

Lack of peaceful atmosphere due to insurgency problem.

The places like Assam suffer from problems of promotion
in health tourism. There is a lack of quality accreditation and
regulation in the hospitals and other medical service providers.

Other challenges confronting tourism are taxation, travel
marketing, infrastructure issues, and security and cross border
regulations.

Measures to promote Health Tourism in Assam

A strong financial support is a prerequisite in order to
extend any kind of developmental activities in the field of health
tourism. High quality healthcare, specialized treatment options,
immediate service opportunity for traveller coupled with
affordability etc. are some of the important requirements for
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promoting health tourism in Assam.

Formal institutions and Government should improve the
condition of the region in health sector to increase the flow of
tourist.

To promote well-structured health tourism in tourism
policy. The Tourism Policy of Assam outlines certain measures
to promote health tourism in the states.

A well-developed connectivity is the backbone of health
tourism. To allow health tourism to grow fast, all the states of
North-East region must be connected well with the neighbouring
countries through land and air transport. If possible, bus services
especially for health tourists can also be incorporated.

To overcome the problem of skill shortage, more
emphasis is required on health education, promotion of skill
development programmes.

An integrated approach for service quality improvement
including health tourism strategy is essential to promote health
tourism in Assam.

Elimination of some of the trade hurdle would lead to
generate economic welfare, strengthen the health networks in
Assam.

Health and tourism can be mix well through the
development of eco- tourism in tribal places, tea tourism in tea
gardens etc. Tea gardens in Assam offer health and wellness.
And tribal places can be a pleasant tourist spot with the
promotion of traditional know-how in respect of traditional
treatments. Conservation of traditional know-how would also
help conserve a large variety plants and medicinal herbs.

Marketing is the central factor for success in the health
tourism industry, and leading hospitals and countries with a huge
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influx of medical travellers are those with strong marketing
strategies which meet the needs of these patients. It is essential
to focus on different ways to market medical tourism throughout
the digital platforms.

The availability of state-of-the-art medical infrastructure,
expanding training and expertise in specific medical specialties,
building strong collaborations with leading hospitals and
healthcare institutions and investing in technology and precision
medicine.

Another strategy employed by leading hospitals is to
display the number and qualifications of their health professionals
on their websites. This factor alone has contributed enormously
to the influx of medical travellers. Television advertisements and
web tutorials should be designed on a wide scale for informing
people about Assam health tourism.

Medical tourists travel to countries which provide not only
quality and affordable healthcare services, but also a
comfortable experience. Hospitals must provide strategies that
promote a stress-free experience for the patient to attract more
international patronage.

Medical and health tourism should be promoted at various
international platforms.

Conclusion

Health tourism is an important financial contribution to
present economy of Assam. Health tourism is a very productive
activity like other types of tourism both for the tourist and the
government, as they support each other simultaneously. Also, the
government should consider improving the conditions of the
region as a greater number of tourists visit the region. As in
every industry, success in the health tourism industry depends on
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knowledge and proper execution of key strategies which must
centre on the need of the prospective consumers. Building a
viable medical tourism market, therefore, requires collaborations
between the public and private healthcare sectors.
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Potentiality of Tourism in
North-East India: Issues and
Challenges

Dheeraj Chamuah

(ABSTRACT)

The North-Eastern Region of India comprising the states
of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim which possesses immense
varieties of floras, faunas, physical and human diversities for
which it can be projected as one of the most potential tourist
destination of the country. The tourism of this region is based on
the unique Himalayan landscape and cultural differences from the
rest of the country. Despite the scenic beauty of the region, the
region is less explored as compared to the other parts of the
country. The North Eastern Region has to struggle with various
problems in the form of poverty to insurgency which has
rendered it poorer and less connected than the rest of the
country. For such types of realities, the North Eastern Region
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has been lacking from realizing its full potentiality of tourism. With
the potentials as it has, the region should go ahead with the
development of tourism industry without further delay.
Acknowledging the significance of the tourism sector as a
catalyst for regional development, an attempt has been made in
this article to visualize the trend of the sector in North Eastern
Region and focus on the need for adoption of a sustainable
tourism development strategy. Through this paper, we would
like to highlight the various tourism destinations in the North
Eastern Region of India and tries to bring out the various
strategies, issues and challenges taken up in order to attract
more tourists into the region.

Keywords: North Eastern Region, Tourism Industry,
Development, Potentiality, Challenges.

Introduction

The North Eastern Region of India has remained
unexplored for a very long time despite its pristine beauty which
is located in the easternmost Himalayan range. The region is
distinct from the rest of the country due to the presence of
military for several decades, for the lack of infrastructure
development, the limited connectivity and for the cultural and
traditional diversities. Due to the recent development between
the government and the various militant groups, and for the
introduction of the "Act East Policy" by the government, the
scenario has become more optimistic now.

The North Eastern Region is situated in the eastern most
part of India. It is connected to the mainland through the narrow
corridor in Siliguri which is squeezed between independent
nations of Bhutan and Bangladesh. Except for the Goalpara
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region of Assam, the rest was not become part of political India
until the 19" century. The Brahmaputra Valley of Assam became
a part of British India in 1824 with the hill regions annexed later.
Sikkim was annexed to the Indian Territory through a
referendum in 1975 and was recognized as a part of India in the
1990s.

In the present context, the tourism industry has gained
relevance since it can act as a revenue generator as well as
contribute for the overall development of a region. For the
flourishing of tourism in a region, various strategies are required
such as sight-seeing tours, hospitality and communications etc.
To attract the tourists, each region, city, town, village, country
or continent have to take part in competition. Thus, along with
publicity, financial capital can play a crucial role in affecting the
tourism of a region. Confronting with multiple problems, from
insurgency to poverty, the North East India is less connected as
compared to the mainland India. Such scenarios have thus far
abstained the region from acknowledging its full tourism potential.
Objectives of the study

1. To explore the various tourism potentialities and
destinations in the North-Eastern states of India.

2. To find various strategies for the upbringing and
development of tourism in North-Eastern states of India.

3. To search out the various problems faced by tourism
industry in the region.

4. To find the solutions of the problems face by the industry.
Methodology

While preparing the article, various data have been
collected from various sources and the writing is mainly relied
on secondary data. The secondary data are collected from
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various published sources such as magazines, newspapers,
journals, books, and various other publications. Moreover, some
important information is also collected from relevant websites.
The present article is descriptive in nature.

Tourism and Development

Tourism provides direct benefits to the local people who
are residing near the tourist spots. It provides jobs and incomes
to those who are serving the tourists through the supply chains.
Tourism is a labour intensive industry and the infrastructures
required by tourism are transport, communications, water supply
and health facilities etc. People become aware about natural,
cultural and environmental preservation through tourism. Various
historical monuments have been preserved due to the tourist
attractions. Tourism creates opportunities for small and mini-
enterprises and helps for the overall development of a region.
Potential Areas of Tourist Destination in North East India

With a handful of population and several remote regions,
the states of the North-East haven't really caught attention of the
mainland India. In the real sense, the North-Eastern region is
largely an unexplored land. Tourism can be viewed in different
ways according to one's likes and dislikes. Some kinds of
tourism undertaken by different people are discussed below:

1) Adventure Tourism: (a) Adventure tour of jeep/
elephant/photo safari in Kaziranga in Assam, (b) Trekking,
camping and picnic at Dziikuo Valley bordering Manipur and
Nagaland, (c) Wild spotting/elephant ride at the Nameri National
Park, (d) Tawang Monastery, River Rafting in Siang, Subansiri
Rafting, Goecha La Trek, etc., at Arunachal Pradesh, (e) Japfu
Peak at Nagaland, (f) Living Root Bridge in Meghalaya, etc.

2) Eco-tourism for finding the richness in flora and
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fauna: Eco-tourism provides a value to the cultural, biodiversity
and historical heritage of the region. North eastern state of India
provides abundance of such tourism in the country. Some well-
known destinations are - (a) Tribal Homestay with the Misings
- Majuli Island, Assam, (b) Community based Eco-tourism
initiative - Mawlynnong, Meghalaya, (¢) Community based Eco-
tourism initiative - Manas National Park, Assam, (d)
Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve, Sikkim, (e) Jotsoma
village in Kohima, Nagaland, (f) Namdhapa National Park,
Arunachal Pradesh, (g) Keibul Lamjao National Park is an
abode of the rare and endangered species of brow antlered
deer. This ecosystem contains 17 rare species of mammals. It
is the only floating national park of the world.

3) Economic Tourism: North East as a whole has not
seen much of industrial development. The lifestyle is majorly rural
in most regions and the per capita income is also low. Neither
are there any bombastic salaries as existing in the metros nor is
there any extraordinary demand for real estate, consumer goods
etc. This being the fact the cost of living is low in most places.
The economic traveller can enjoy North East to a much greater
extent than any other region without having to scratch deep
inside the pocket.

4) Business Tourism: North-Eastern region is the
gateway of India. Globalization as an era has forced people to
seek out for business opportunities across countries to be in
competition. The North East India is surrounded by China,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan can act as the nerve
centre for trade and commerce with these countries. The
credence for this has been lately recognized by the Government
of India and a huge thrust has been given for Infrastructure
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development in the region. Also a proposal has been considered
amongst these nations for road and railway connections to
create more trade opportunities. The woollen clothes and spices
from Bhutan or the jute for Bangladesh or the gems and
jewellery and food items from Myanmar have become a great
scope in India. For a trader looking for long term trade growth
and benefits, the North East India is the next big place. Apart
from the above points noted, tourism can also be religious
tourism, leisure tourism, festival tourism, cultural tourism, food
tourism, etc. Especially a country like India, tourism can be
viewed in different ways because of her uniqueness in customs,
traditions, religious, etc. India being a diverse united states where
religious, socio-cultural are distinct from one state to another
states, tourism has huge potential and scope for socio-economic
development in the country.

Tourism Attractions and its Destination in North East
India

1) National Parks in North East: (a) Namdapha
National Park, (b) Kaziranga National Park, (c) Orang National
Park, (d) Manas National Park, (e) Dibru-Saikhowa National
Park, (f) Nameri National Park, (g) Balphakram National Park,
(h) Nokrek National Park etc.

2) Waterfalls in North East: (a) Meghalaya: Nohkalikai
Falls, Cherapunjee, Nohsngithiang Falls, Langshiang Falls,
Kynrem Falls, Elephent Falls, Bishop Falls, (b) Assam: Panimur
Falls, Chmapawati Kunda, Akashiganga Falls, Sivakunda Falls,
etc, (c) Mizoram: Vantawng Falls, (d) Arunachal Pradesh:
Nuranang Falls Tawang, () Manipur: Sadu Chiru waterfall at
Leimaram, Telly/Khayang Waterfall in Ukhrul District etc.

3) Reserved Forests in North East: (a) Kakoijana
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Reserved Forest, (b) Mawphlang Reserved forest in East Khasi
Hills in Meghalaya etc.

4) Hills of North East: (1) Kangchenjunga Hills, (2)
Naga Hills, (3) Patkai Hills, (4) Khasi Hills, (5) Lushai Hills, (6)
Assam Himalaya (7) Garo Hills (8) Sela Pass etc.

5) Hill Stations in North East: (1) Tawang 2) Darjeeling
(3) Umananda Island (4) Cherrapunji (5) Kalimpong etc.

6) Monasteries in North East: (1) Pemayangtse
Monastery (2) Tawang Monastery (3) Zang Dhok Palri Phodang
(4) Rumtek Monastery (5) Enchey Monastery (6) Tashiding
Monastery etc,

7) Lakes of North East: (1) Khecheopalri Lake (2)
Gurudongmar Lake (3) Lake Tsongmo (4) Loktak Lake (5)
Lake Shilloi (6) Umiam Lake etc.

8) Monuments and other Tourist Spots of North
East: (1) Living Root Bridges, (2) Madan Kamdev (3)
Meghalaya Caves etc.

9) Other National Parks of North East: (1) Mouling
National Park is in the Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh, (2)
Keibul Lamjao National Park is in the Bishnupur district of the
state of Manipur (3) Sirohi National Park is located in the state
of Manipur (4) Murlen National Park is in the Champhai district
of Mizoram, (5) Ntangki National Park is in Peren district of
Nagaland, (6) Phawngpui is the Blue Mountain of Mizoram, a
highly revered peak, considered to be the abode of the gods
etc. Phawngpui peak is the highest mountain peak in Mizoram
(7) Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary is a wildlife reserve in the
Marigaon district of the state of Assam (8) Sipahijola Wildlife
Sanctuary is a wildlife sanctuary in Tripura etc.

Government Initiatives and Operations in the North East
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As a part of the celebrations of 75 years of
Independence under the Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav
Programme, a seven day cultural festival was held at the
National Museum, Delhi. Under the Ministry of Development of
North Eastern Region & North Eastern Council (NEC)'s, the
rich heritage of North East India has been performed under the
titled "Destination North East India". The main intention of the
programme was to bring the rest of India closer to North East
India. It held a special presentation of art and craft, textiles,
ethnic products, tourism promotion etc. of the eight North
Eastern States. The Ministry of Development of North East
Region has played a crucial role for the overall development of
the region. The North Eastern Council (NEC) which is the nodal
agency for the economic and social development of the N E
Region was constituted in 1971 by an Act of the Parliament.
The National Museum in Delhi was prepared by the Maurice
Geyer Committee in May 1946 to show the rich heritage of the
North East. The Museum was initially looked after by the
Director General of Archaeology until 1957 when the Ministry
of Education declared it a separate institution and placed it
under its own direct control. At present, the National Museum
is under the administrative control of the Ministry of Culture.
Established in 2001, the DoNER was elevated to a full ministry
in 2004. For infrastructural development in the region, the
Bharatmala Pariyojana road stretches aggregating to about
5301km in NER have been approved for improvement. The
North East has been kept as a priority area under RCS-UDAN
to make flying more affordable. For the promotion of tourism,
under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme of the Ministry of Tourism,
projects worth Rs1400.03 crore have been sanctioned for the
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NER in the last five years. The Digital North East Vision 2022
emphasises leveraging digital technologies to transform lives of
people of the North East and enhance the ease of living.
Issues and Challenges regarding tourism in North East
India

The North-East Region has to confront several problems
from realizing its tourism potential. The region suffers from lack
of infrastructure and communication bottlenecks apart from
general geographical isolation. The tourists felt the lack of
security in various places of the region. Due to the lack of
proper policy by the Government, there is the less investment
in the region. As compared to the region, other regions in the
country offer better tourism deals and conditions. The people
who are engaged as tourist operators should have facilities for
online payment, accommodation, food and beverage
arrangements, transport conveniences and travel bookings within
the state and to the state. Opportunity should be provided to the
national and international tour operators to establish office
elsewhere in the North Eastern Region. Another grievance is that
there has been very few market based research on the demand
for tourism of people in India and abroad for tourism in the
North-East. In the real sense, the North East and Assam can
provide tourism of many kinds-eco-tourism, ethno-tourism, golf
and tea tourism, heritage tourism, World War II nostalgia
tourism, adventure tourism etc. Still there is no any proper
brochure that is easily available for the national and international
tourists. It is important however to study the current tourism
data, to figure out what kind of tourism is most appealing to the
people. Due to the various adverse conditions, it is difficult to
obtain clearance to visit the North East. The air connectivity is
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developing a lot in the region in the last several years. In present
times, importance has been given on the various construction
projects. Flights for the North East still remains low and the night
landings is still not possible in several North Eastern Airports.
Increasing demand for the North East flights can be generated once
the tourism and investment potentials are generated.

Suggestions for Promotion of Tourism in North East India

In spite of many problems in the tourism sector in the
North-Eastern States, the following measures can be made for
the future prospects and development of tourism:

1) Awareness amongst the local people about the
livelihood or source of income through tourism directly or
indirectly by organizing various workshops, meetings etc. and
advertising through media and newspaper.

2) The media needs to play an important role in
portraying the right image of a region. In case of North East,
focus has been more on the militancy rather than its untapped
potential of its natural beauty.

3) Hospitality, honesty and respect has to be inculcated
in the minds of the local people for the tourists especially the
foreigners.

4) Proper verification and recognition of the tour
operators and the service they provide.

5) Incentives and reduction in tariffs for hotels situated in
remote locations.

6) More professional courses on tourism should be
introduced to the local people as well the people as a whole in
the regions.

7) Public-Private-Partnership in regions where
Government Investment is not enough like building of roads,
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bridges, lodges etc.

8) Attempt has to be made to remove the entry
restrictions and barriers that are prevalent in interstate
transportation in certain states like Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland and Mizoram.

9) Awards and accolades for the best service to be given
to the deserving states.

10) Ministry of Tourism should organized tourism fest for
the whole region so on.

11) The major cities of the North-eastern states should be
connected with each other by the means of adequate
transportation system and effective communication.

12) Permit period should be increased as per the
necessary demand of the tourist and it should be made easier
and assessable.

13) Tourism exchange programme within North-eastern
states can be conducted for the betterment and promotion of
tourism among North-eastern states.

14) Last, but not the least, the North East should have
special packages during holiday season like Puja, Bihu and Hombill
etc. and should promote these festivals in the rest of the country.
Conclusion

Although there are several measures being taken by the
states and the centre to upgrade tourism potential in the North
East, but it still remains as one of the least preferred choice as
a tourist destination. Infrastructure upgradation, image
improvement, administrative and security concerns need to be
handled for tourism to flourish as a development industry with
community participation. Most of the tourist authorities in North
East India have not yet gained much experience in planning,
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developing and managing tourism sector despite having a
comparatively long history of tourism. In most of the cases, their
efforts in tourism promotion are misdirect and waste valuable
resources of the region. Amidst political quarters, local tourism
promoters and managers in some parts of the region, image of
tourism development is attraction centric rather than based on
a sound and organized developmental perspective. As a result,
the region is not yet in a position to offer better experience to
tourists. The region requires better management at the local
government level to guide, facilitate and to coordinate the
process. It will lead to tourism ventures which can sustain in
local socio-economic situation and contribute meaningfully in the
areas concerned for the successful development and operations
of tourism sector in the region. Creation of a band of promoters
and policy-makers is also the need of the hour. It can be done
by extending need-based tourism education and short and long-
term tourism manpower development strategies which will help
in emerging an organized tourism sector in the region capable of
giving the fruit of tourism to the tourists as also the locals. Hence,
adoption of a sustainable tourism strategy is an urgent need to utilize
the tourism potential of the North Eastern Region of India.
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Unexplored: The Enchanting
Land of Dima Hasao

Elizabeth L. Thiek

(ABSTRACT)

Dima Hasao stands tall with the highest and second
highest peak in Assam, Mt Seilkal peak, Tumjang above 1860
metres and Hempeupet, Simitbung, 1748 metres above sea
level. It is also the home of diverse ethnic groups and plethora
of culture and traditions. With its pleasant climate, Dima Hasao
is also known for its varied flora and fauna coupled with
mesmerising landscape comprising of mountain ranges, valleys,
waterfalls, hiking trails, rivulets and streams etc. It had been lying
mostly unexplored until recent initiatives of the Government as
well as the non-governmental organisations and media which
have led Dima Hasao to emerge as one of the important tourist
hubs of Assam. Apart from its natural scenic beauty, the region
has much to offer in terms of important archaeological and
historical sites, cultural traits and festivals, unnatural phenomenon
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of migratory birds' mass suicide, trekking and hiking trails,
outdoor camping etc. The region is in its nascent stage at
tourism and is likely to reach its full potential in days to come.

Keyword: Ethnic Groups, Unexplored, Tourist Hub, Scenic
Beauty, Nascent Stage.

Introduction

Tourism is one of the world's booming industries and a
major foreign exchange and employment generation avenue for
many countries. Defining what tourism actually is can be difficult.
The UNWTO defines tourists as ' people who travel to and
stay in place outside their usual environment for not more than
one consecutive year for leisure, business and other purposes
not related to the exercise of an activity remunerated from within
the place visited'. The Rome conference on tourism in 1963
defined tourism as 'a visit to a country other than one's own or
where one usually resides and works'. This definition, however,
did not take into account domestic tourism, which has become
an important money-spinner and job generator for the hospitality
industry. So, in general terms tourism connotes to movement of
people to a place, region, country etc. other than their own for
primarily leisure or other purposes.

Speaking about tourism, our state Assam is no less in
terms of natural beauty and is immensely blessed by nature with
its beautiful rivers, valleys, mountain ranges, forest, pleasant
climate along with places of historical and cultural importance
and the district of Dima Hasao, the focus of this paper, can be
considered as an epitome of this; yet unexplored.

Dima Hasao, one of the three hill districts of Assam, the
other two being Karbi Anglong and West-Karbi Anglong, is an
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administrative district that falls under one of the three
autonomous councils set up under the provisions of the VIth
Schedule of the Indian Constitution. The district is a tribal-
majority district which inhabits some of the ethnic groups
comprising of Dimasa, Zeme Naga, Hmar, Kuki, Vaiphei, Biate,
Khasi-Pnars, Hrangkhawl, Mizo, Karbi, Khelma and a few
others. All these diverse tribes contribute to the unique culture
and social fabric of the district. Apart from the lush greenery,
home to several rivulets and streams, creeks, waterfalls, flora
and fauna such as wild orchids, migratory birds, sweet oranges
and pineapples, various cultural and other festivals held yearly
also play a significant role in enhancing the overall tourism
potential of the region. Moreover, the Borail Range is a defining
feature of the landscape of this district and owing to the high
altitude as such, is blessed with a pleasant climate distinguishing
it from the steamy hot plains of Assam. Dima Hasao has a total
land area of 4888 square kilometres which makes it the third
largest district in Assam and Haflong serving as the Headquarter
of the district which is well connected by road and railways.
Some of the major tourist attraction and places with
tourism potentialities are-

Haflong: District Headquarter and the only hill station in
Assam, Haflong is known as White Ant Hillock with the
majestic Borail ranges sourrounding the town and the Diyung
River flows down below with two majestic railway Bridges
towering over it. It is dotted with many view points from place
to place where one can enjoy breathtaking views of mountains
and valleys. Haflong lake is also a scenic place to visit with the
possibility of boating on it. Weather remains pleasant all-round
the year. One can visit the local bazaar for organic produces
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sold by the locals.

Jatinga: Situated 9 km from Haflong, world famous for
Birds' suicide. Migratory birds come during the months of
August to November. It is believed that due to the unique
topography and climate of the place these migratory birds get
attracted to light emitted from the houses and rush towards it
and in the process get killed. Ornithologists and bird lovers can
watch birds to their delight from the bird watch tower situated
there. Moreover, this small and quaint village will leave one
spellbound by its breathtaking natural beauty.

Maibang: It is situated at 53 km from Haflong, Maibang
the erstwhile capital of the Dimasa kingdom is a town situated
on a valley. A monolith monument called "Stone house" at
Maibang, also popularly known as "Longthaini Noh", Stone
Sculptures and a Heritage Museum are major attractions to
have a peek at the history and culture of the Dimasa people.
The name Maibang comes from two Dimasa words 'Mai' and
'‘Bang', meaning "plenty of rice" (Mai means food grains and
Bang means plenty).

Umrangso: Situated at 112 km from Haflong, Umrangso
is famous for naturally endowed 18 holes golf course,
breathtaking lake view and dams over the majestic Kopili River.
The place is also famous for its roosting point of migratory bird
Amur Falcon, where these birds of prey make a brief stopover
during their long flight from Siberia to South Africa in October-
November.

Panimur: Situated at about 120 km away from Haflong,
here the Kopili River turns into a cascade of milky white
waterfalls and is often called as the 'Niagra of Assam'. The
scenic beauty of the place attracts a large number of nature
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lovers and photographers moreover it has become famous as a
picnic spot. Dimasas consider the place as a pilgrimage and on
every Magh Purnima, holy bath takes place at the river.

Bendao Baiglai Waterfalls: It is a beautiful waterfall in
the Abong River, located at about 5 km from Samparidisa, a
village near Haflong. An Ideal spot for sight-seeing and river
trekking. According to a legend, two sisters, unable to bear the
harassment and torture at the hands of their step-mother plunged
into this waterfall and committed suicide. The falls here break
up and consist of three waterfalls, step by step, one after
another in formation.

Dehangi: Located 50 km from Haflong, the district
headquarters. Dehangi is well connected by road via Guwahati,
Silchar, Shillong-Umrangso. The Mighty Diyung River which
holds a variety of fish including Golden, Red-fin, Brown
Masheers and Goonch Catfish runs quietly through this
township. It is an ideal place for recreational angling with rod
and reel and river rafting. Dima Hasao Angling and Rafting
Association organises Angling competition every year and give
away cash and other prizes.

N. Leikul: Natun Leikul is a quiant village located in the
foothills of the second highest peak "The Hempeupet' in Assam.
It is located 11 km from Haflong, the village provides eco-
tourism and home stay facilities. One can hike to Hempeupet
peak from this village and enjoys the scenic view from the
summit with the help of the village guide. It is believed that one
is able to see Mount Kangchenjunga on a clear cloudless day
from the top. There is also a spectecular waterfall near the
village.

Ethnic Village: The Ethnic Village near Jatinga is one of
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the tourist attractions that have come up in Haflong. In this village
one will get to see the blend of different cultures and traditions
which the district homed. The Ethnic village offers a unique
opportunity to glimpse into traditional dorms and houses
belonging to several tribal communities of Dima Hasao district.

Doiheng: A relatively new destination for the mysterious
birds' phenomenon beside Jatinga. It is located on a hilltop,
higher in altitude than Jatinga and about 15 km from it and can
be reached by jeep-able road from NH-54 (E) at Retzawl.

Thuruk: Coolest place in Assam, Thuruk is located at
about 112 km from Haflong. One can experience snowfall here
during December-January.

Kepeilo: Situated some 75 Km from Haflong, tucked
away in oblivion in the lap of Borail mountains, the village is one
of the oldest in the region. Occurance of continous snowfall has
been reported from the place. Although the place is relatively
unknown and unexplored it can offer much to the development
of tourism in the district and also in Assam.

Hajong Lake: Located on Kalachand-Koladisa Road in
the Langting-Mupa Reserve Forest. Hajong Lake is famous for
the abundance of rare variety of hill terrapins. Seven rare
varieties of tortoise have been identified here. Only in winter, one
can expect to find these rare visitors. On the bank of the Hajong
lake Tortoise Festival is organised every year. This festival aims
to create awareness among the villagers surrounding the Hajong
Lake about the safety and conservation of the endangered
tortoise species available in the area.

Semkhor: Semkhor, a Dimasa village situated on a hill top
and not on a riverside unlike the other villages, is situated 29
Kms from Maibang.The word Semkhor is derived from two
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words, 'Sem' and 'Dikhor' meaning 'salt and water' in Dimasa
laguage. According to a dimasa legend, there existed a saline
water wells which were guarded heavily by the warriors of a
Dimasa king. Salt could be produced by boiling the brine which
had accumulated in the wells. Therefore, the people of Semkhor
came to be known as Semsa meaning 'Son of Salt' or 'the salt
people'. After the king left Maibang for Cachar,after the fall of
Maibang the village isolated itself from the outside world.
Semkhor provides historical importance and reveals the very
fabric of a Dimasa society with all its culture and traditions.
Recently a feature film Semkhor directed by noted Assamese
actor Aimee Baruah has been chosen to be screened at the
prestigious Berlin International Film Festival, which potrays the
unique lifestyle, culture of the people of Semkhor.

Laisong: It is largest Zeme Naga village and cultural
centre for the Zeme Nagas in the district, located at 110 km
from Haflong. It has the biggest traditional Bachelor's Dormitory
'Hangseuki' - symbol of their culture and heritage. Preservation
of culture and tradition is the sole objective of the dormitory.

Hangrum: With its picturesque landscape, Hangrum is
located about 25 km from Laisong. It is nature's heaven
encapsulated with serene environment and pleseant climate.

Harangajao: It is situated 46 km from Haflong. The
word 'Harangajao' is a Dimasa word meaning 'slope of red
soil'. It is famous for pineapples.The variety of pineapples grown
here is very sweet and delicious. The river Jatinga flows through
the place divides it into beautiful parts.

Longrangma Dzibaiglai: It is a relatively unknown
waterfall, situated near Didaodip village, Maibang. The Dimasa
name of this waterfall is 'Longrangma Dzibaiglai'. The trek to
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the place is through wavy curve downward steps and take
about 30 minutes walk from the village and is located 1 km from
highway.

Asalu Fort: Asalu Fort at Asalu village is situated at 45
km from Haflong town. Asalu village is known as the first
British Administrative Centre of Dima Hasao erstwhile N.C.
Hills. The British occupied the southern part of Dimasa Kachari
kingdom in 1832 and formed a Sub Divisional head quarter at
Asalu then under Nagaon District for administration in 1837.
They had constructed an administrative centre in the western
direction of present Asalu village which is now known as Asalu
Fort. The ruin of colonial architecture is still present at the
village.

Hojai Dubungling Archeological Site: Hojai
Dubungling archeological site is located around 45 km from
Haflong town and around 2 km south from the Lanka-Haflong
road. Dubung means 'tall grass' which is used for making a
musical instrument, and ling means 'plantation’ in dimasa
language. The site is known as Derebore during British reign
where stone jars, 36 in count so far, globular in shape having
bulbous cavity can be found. The largest Globular shaped jar is
7.27 meters and 96 cm exposed over ground level. However,
most of the jars have been damaged by roots of trees. This site
is of an archeological and historical importance.

Seilkal Peak, Tumjang: Mt Tumjang above 1860
metres above sea level is the highest peak in Assam and of
Borail range. The peak has come to limelight recently among the
adventure tourism enthusiast. A trek to the peak will leave one
spellbound, which offers magnificient view of greenery all
around.
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Thingbung: Thingbung village is located 16 km away
from Mahur Town and 46 km away from Haflong. It is a
gateway to Jinam valley and its hills and landscape is shrouded
with greenery with magnificient view and a very pleasant
weather.

Some of the major Festivals of this locality with tourism
potentialities are:

Busu Dima: Busu Dima is a cultural harvesting festival
celebrated in the month of January every year by the Dimasas.
The festival is marked by playing of musical instruments
accompanied by singing, dancing, merry making and indulging in
various traditional delicacies including the recently GI tagged rice
wine named 'Judima'.

Other Cultural Festivals: Harvesting festivals such as
Chavang Kut, Hega-Ngi, Sikpui Ruoi are annual festivals of the
Kuki, Zeme-Naga and Hmar tribes celebrated with pomp and
gaiety showcasing the rich cultural heritage and pride of their
traditions. These festivals are celebrated with musical
instruments, songs, dances and delicacies of the tribes.

Falcon Festival: Since the past few years "Falcon
festival" has been organised to mark the event and spread
awareness about bird conservation and promote tourism in
Umrangso. This festival also hosts musical concerts frequented
by various artistes and music lovers across the country apart
from activities like helicopter touring, camping, site seeing, boat
ride, cycling, battle of bands, bikers meet etc.

Jatinga festival: Jatinga festival, an annual festival is held
in the month of October in Jatinga, organised by Blue Hill
society and North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council (NCHAC)
with the objective of conservation and preservation of migratory



Unexplored: The Enchanting Land of Dima Hasao || 97

birds.

Bauhinia Blossom Festival, 2022: Under the theme
"Explore, learn and promote tourism", this one of its kind festival
aims at sustainability, eco-conservation, culture, natural beauty
and way of life of Laisong village. Activities of tourist attraction
like fishing competition, Beauty contest, talent show and cultural
exhibition and musical nights are held in this festival.

Judima festival: First held seven years ago at Dibarai
village, this festival bears the name of the local and traditional
rice brew of Dimasa community which has received GI tag
recently. The festival has been a major tourist attraction solely
due to the unique rice wine and other traditional exhibitions and
activities in the last seven years.

Challenges to development of tourism

1. Development of tourism Infrastructure is lagging as
compared to other parts of the country. Good hotels, tourist
lodges, restaurants, homestays are difficult to find and less in
numbers.

2. Although the East-West Corridor passes through the
district provides road connectivity but its condition is dismal at
various places. Moreover the roads leading to various major
tourist attractions are also in a bad state.

3. Insurgency had been prevalent for many decades in
the district which had portrayed a negative impression and
tourists are reluctant to visit.

4. Lack of trained tourist guides and tour and travel
agencies which act as a hindrance in the growth and
development of tourism industry.

5. Lack of proper attention by government agencies for
the development of tourism in the region.
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6. Lack of promotional activities to showcase the beauty
of the region to the outside world.

Measures taken for Promotion of Tourism

1. The eco-tourism activity by Samparidisa village
ecotourism committee was officially started on September 25,
2016 with Trekking to Bendao Baiglai waterfalls', an adventure
programme to the waterfall managed by the Village Eco-
Tourism Committee (VETC)

2. The 8™ annual general meeting of the Tourist
Operations' Association of Assam (TOAA) was held in Haflong
on 29" October, 2017 for the first time. The programme, in
collaboration with the North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council,
was organised with an objective to bring Dima Hasao district in
the tourist map of the world.

3. Dima Hasao tourism in order to boost its tourism has
revamped its promotional policies and included various
stakeholders in tourism related activity with the tagline "Aao
Dima Hasao" from 2020 onwards.

4. The North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council
(NCHAC) has launched a campaign, 'Clean and Green Dima
Hasao', on 16" September, 2021 to draw tourists to the hill
district. This campaign will ensure cleanliness of tourist
destinations.

5. The North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council
(NCHAC) has inaugurated the Eco-tourism Park on 14™
November, 2021 at Panimur Dima Hasao along with other
places like Tourist Guest House at Umrangso.

6. Indian Railways has introduced Vistadome Tourist
Special Train between Guwahati to New Haflong Railway
Station on 28" August, 2022 aiming to boost tourism in the
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district.

7. The North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council
(NCHAUC) has drafted Dima Hasao tourism vision 2030 to
create tourism potential and promote tourism activity and
industry involving various stakeholders.

Conclusion

Tourism is a multi-dimensional activity. Coordination
among various stakeholders is needed for its proper growth. It
is a well-known fact that tourism can directly and indirectly
provide employment opportunities to people which will usher
economic growth in the place and the region. Although tourism
as an industry in Dima Hasao is at its nascent stage but it has
the potential to become a leading player in tourism circuit not
only in Assam but in the entire country. The recently organised
Falcon festival in the month of November 2021 at Umrangso
has attracted tourists from all over the state and other parts of
the country showing increase in tourists every year and with
proper planning, marketing, promotion and support from the
government along with the involvement of non-governmental
organisations and participation of local people, tourism is bound
to propel and boom as an industry in the pristine hills of Dima
Hasao. The other attractions of the region have also seen an
upward surge in the incoming of tourist from different states of
the country.
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Role of SHGs in the Socio-
Economic Empowerment of
Women: A Case Study in Kathiatoli
Block, Nagaon, Assam

Deep Kalita

(ABSTRACT)

The word women empowerment is a new buzz around
the modern world. This wave has started in the western world
then spread to every nook and corner of present world. Women
empowerment refers to overall development of women in
society. At present time special focus has been given on the
economic empowerment of women which also help us to achieve
sustainable Development Goal. In recent years SHG's emerging
as a popular platform where a group of women come together
to make regular monetary contribution. As an important micro-
finance system, SHGs help to improve the socio-economic
condition of women. For the study purpose, Kathiatoli Block of
Nagaon district is being selected. With the help of direct
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interview method and field survey the study has been done.
Besides, some secondary data sources are also used. It is found
that, in the recent years with the help of SHGs a remarkable
section of women is highly benefitted. These groups help to
make them independent and self-confident. Thus, these groups
play an important role in shaping a better socio-economic life of
women. Though they benefitted a lot from it yet, sometimes they
have to face problems to continue it. If attention is being paid
to these drawbacks, then SHG's can lead to a perfect women
empowerment in our society.

Keywords: Women empowerment, SHG, socio-economic
development, livelihood.

Introduction

The word Empowerment is itself a broad term used by
different experts in different way. In a very simple meaning the
term empowerment denotes the expansion of freedom of choices
and actions. Women empowerment refers to the development
of their ability to determine their own choices and actions,
thereby their right to influence the social changes for themselves
and others. This is a continuing process to enhance the capacity
of women for self-development at first stage and gradually
promoting towards nation building.

A self-help group is a voluntary association of men or
women mostly from similar economic conditions. The origin of
SHGs in India can be traced back to the establishment of Self-
Employed Women's Association in 1972. Ela Bhatt, who formed
SEWA, organised poor and self-employed women workers
mainly from unorganised sector with the objective of enhancing
their income level. SHG movement in India took a turning point
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after 1992, when NABARD realised its potential and started
promoting it. At present time it is one of the world's largest
microfinance projects. SHGs are association of people who
come together to find ways to improve their living conditions.
They are generally self-governed and self-controlled. The
Swarna Jayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana was introduced in
1999 by GOI with the intention of prompting self-employment
in rural areas through formation and skilling of such groups. This
evolved into the National Rural Livelihood Mission in 2011.

At present the SHGs play a great role in empowering
women because it helps women from economically weaker
sections to build social capital. Thus, they play a vital role in
giving credit access to the poor which play a critical role in the
poverty alleviation in our country. SHGs help the women
specially from the rural areas in getting educated and knowing
their basic fundamental eights and laws. They also play an
instrumental role in arranging for various kinds of trainings for
women which ultimately opens up various employment
opportunities for the rural women. Through this groups woman
now become financially independent which in turn builds their
confidence and also enhances their social status. Not only the
socio-economic empowerment but it also contributes towards
the political empowerment of women because it is basically a
type of community participation. They help the women in
knowing their right to vote and even motivate them to take part
in the local governance and community development process.
Indian society is still prevalent with various types of social evils
like dowry, child marriage, caste system, domestic violence,
alcoholism etc. SHGs can play a crucial role of eliminating these
evils by creating awareness, by promoting girl child education,
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conducting campaigns and meetings with the families to bring
about a social change. They also help in developing the habit of
saving and using banking facilities among the women. This
practice ultimately improves the bargaining capacity of the
women and help to get loan or other financial assistance for
productive purposes. Besides all these, SHGs play a vital role
in sensitising more women to form SHGs and in making them
its importance in their importance. Thus, it contributes towards
the elimination of gender discrimination as well as poverty from
our society significantly. But they also face some problems in
continuing their functions. So appropriate action can be taken
for removal these. Different scholars have already done their
research work in this field such as, Adhikary, M. and Bagli, S.
(2010), Bortamuly, D and Khuhly, B.L (2013), Das, Sanjay
Kanti (2011), Deka, Nilakshi (2019), Kondal, Kappa (2014),
M. C, Minimol and K. G, Makesh (2012), Manjunatha S.
(2013), Pangannavar, Dr. Arjun. Y. (2015), Roy, Dr. Arup
(2014), Sarania, Rahul & Maity, Dr. Shrabanti (2014),
Shireesha, E. (2019), Vishnuvarthini, R. and Ayyothi, AM
(2014) etc.

Objectives of the study

The present study is undertaken with the following
objectives:

1. To identify the level of personal, social, economic and
financial empowerment achieved by the women through the
SHGs.

2. To identify the nature and extent of group-related and
personal problems faced by the members of SHGs.
Methodology

Kathiatoli block is taken as a study unit. Kathiatoli block
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has total 19 panchayats. For the purpose of present study, 4
panchayats i.e., Kachuwa, Niz Kampur, Niz Kathiatoli and
Tetelisora along with Kampur Municipal Area are selected. 6
SHGs are being selected from each of these panchayats and
Kampur Municipal area for this study. On the basis of analysis
of the collected data the study has been done. The data are
collected by visiting the groups and interacting with the group
members. Besides some other data are collected with the help
of various published books, journals, articles etc. For making
the research easy and for better understanding a critical review
of the previous work have been done in this regard. The study
is mainly descriptive in nature, yet some simple statistical
methods are also used.
Study Area

The Nagaon district is one of the largest districts of Assam
situated in the south bank flood plains of mighty Brahmaputra
in middle portion of the state. For the development and smooth
administration purpose the district is divided into 13 blocks.
Kathiatoli is one of the important blocks which location is just
21 km from the Nagaon district head quarter in the south
direction along the Nagaon-Dimapur connecting National
Highway. The coordinates of the area are 26011/0// N and
92044/0// E. The physiography of the area is almost plain with
some hillocks are formed by the fertile alluvial deposit of the
river Kopili and its tributaries. Kopili and Borapani are the main
drainage system in the study area. Monsoon climate prevails in
this area with distinct four season. Soil is basically old alluvial
yet red and sandy-loamy soil is also found in a narrow tract of
the areas. Monsoon deciduous forest along with various grass
and swamp vegetation is dominant type in this area. Population
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is almost evenly distributed in this area with a high density. The
area mainly comprises of Hindu population of Assamese, Bengali
and Nepali community and a significant proportion of Muslim
population.
Results and Discussion

SHGs also play a vital role in giving credit access to the
marginalised section of the society. In the study it is revealed that
most of the women are young. The age group of the
respondents are shown in the following table:
Table 1 Age group of the respondents

Age Group In %
Less than 25 20
25- 45 70
Above 45 10

The educational qualification of the women is in a diverse
range. Most of the women have average education qualification.
The following pie-chart shows the average educational
qualification of respondent groups.
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Figure 1 showing the educational qualification of women
The demography of the study area is comprised of almost all
category of people. The social status of the respondents is shown
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with the help of the following pie-chart. The general category is
the highest number following the OBC, ST and SC group.
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Figure 2 showing the social status of women

Agriculture is the main occupation in the study area.
Besides, poultry farming, dairy farming is also done here. Daily
wage-based labour is also found in the study. The occupation
of the respondent group is represented with the help of the

following table.

Table 2 Major occupation of the respondents

MAJOR OCCUPATION

ESTIMATE VALUE IN %

AGRICULTURE 60
POULTRY 12
DAIRY FARMING 8
DAILY LABOUR 18
OTHERS 2

SHGs help the women to become independent and give

access to credit as well as financial services. So, it may play a
crucial role in poverty alleviation from our society. In the study,
it is revealed that most of the women join the group to support

their family.
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Table 3 Reason for joining SHG's

Reason for joining SHG's In percentage
To support family 65

For savings 15

For getting loan 10

For business 5

Other purposes 5

The group members are empowered in all aspects through
the platform offered by SHGs. They are getting loan and credits
from it. After fulfilling their basic requirements, they also invested
money for their better future. The following table shows the
response of women regarding investments:

Table 4 Response of the women regarding investment

If they doing investment | In percentage

Yes 85%
No 15%
Major Findings

m  The SHGs help the women to improve their economic
status. so, it plays an important role in the economic
empowerment of women. In this regard the following benefits
can be highlighted -

+ SHGs help the empowerment of women in the
society giving them access to various financial opportunities and
government schemes. Through this woman gets financial
assurance and benefits from the banks as well as from various
government schemes.

+ It helps in raising family income of the women. After



Role of SHGs in the Socio-Economic Empowerment of Women... 11109

joining SHGs the level of their family income also increases.
Study finds that self-help group participation improved the
income level of the respondents. Moreover, it is also contributed
in graduating respondents from the state of unemployed to
employed.

+ Itincreases the saving habits of women. After fulfilling
their basic needs, the women save a portion from their benefits
for future investment. Thus, microfinance found to be a more
effective channel for savings mobilization.

+ Women become economically independent which
help them to take part in domestic financial decision-making
processes. Participation in making decision in the family budget
and spend money according to own discretion can be possible
due to it.

+ Family recognises the women's economic contribution
towards their family due to their self-sufficiency and
independency.

+ Normally the village women are dependent on the
money lenders for various reasons. But the SHG decreases their
dependency on money lender.

+ Through the SHG women find a means of livelihood.
Indirectly they play a play a critical role in the poverty alleviation
in our country.

m  Not only the economic empowerment but also SHG
contributes towards the social and individual empowerment of
the respondents as follows -

+ Self-dependency and self-sufficiency help the women
in rise their social status in society. Mobilisation of community
for women issues, voice against social problems and help the
needy can be possible through the SHG.
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+ Various social ills can be removed with the help of
this groups. Their ability to interact with outsiders and modern
world increases. So, they can easily active against any kind of
social ill or superstation. Encouraging non-members to face cruel
social norms against women.

+ Involvement in deciding children's education and
health among the respondents also increases after joining it. This
also gives a positive impact on the health and nutrition condition
of the women. Their health and nutrition status also improved far
better. Access to sanitation facility also increases.

+ It increases the women's tendency to participate in
community-based activities. So, it helps to build some kind of
social harmony among them.

m Political empowerment among women is also done
by SHG because -

+ It helps to women in taking decision on local political
issues and involvement in activities of Panchayati Raj.

+ Self-sufficiency increases the women's ability to take
decision on vote in the time of election and involvement in
development activities.

m  There exist some problems in continuing the smooth
functioning of the groups such as patriarchal mindset of people,
lack of proper training among the members, lack of skilled
labour force, lack of stability among the groups, weak financial
management etc. the groups also face losses during the
lockdown period due to covid 19 pandemic.

Conclusion

Self Help Group is a better platform which empowers
women to acquire power for their self-supportive life in terms
of better leadership, decision making, utility and skill up
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gradation. The empowerment of women through SHGs would
lead benefits not only to the individual women but also for the
family and community. Empowering women is not just for
meeting their economic needs but also more holistic social
development. It is noticed that SHGs increases the
empowerment of women, by making them financially strong, as
well as it helped them to save amount of money and invest it
further development. It is also found that the SHGs improved
the overall condition of women in the respective area. Creating
a supportive environment is prime requirement for the smooth
growth and development of SHG's for continuing women led
development.
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Role of Tourism Industry in
Accelerating Economic Growth
of Assam

Chayanika Saikia

(ABSTRACT)

Tourism has great significance for the country's economy
through generation of large number of employment. It creates
both the skilled and unskilled employment. Tourism industry of
Assam has holistic infrastructure to focus in the global market,
it creates the major representation for their growing economy.
Kaziranga special tour, golf competition, the Brahmaputra river
beach festival etc. are the major parts of tourism which attract
both the foreign and Indian tourists. Government has
implemented many schemes to promote the Assam tourism in
the global market such as Act East Policy, PRASAD' which
means Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive
etc. The objective of the article is to investigate the role of
tourism industry in accelerating economic growth of Assam. The
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study is restricted to only North-eastern states of India and
completely based on the secondary sources of data.
Keywords: Tourism, Employment, Covid-19, Economy.

Introduction

Assam is blessed with the natural scenic beauty, dancing
rivers, evergreen wildlife sceneries, glorious cultural festivals,
unique flora and fauna, tea gardens, religious activities etc.,
which reflect the tourism industry of Assam. There is special
priority for developing the religious tourism and festivals like
'Ambubachi Mela' in Maa Kamakhya temple where lots of
foreigners and domestic tourists arrive and the famous exchange
product market known as 'Junbil Mela' in Morigaon district of
Assam where lots of people exchange their product in terms of
another product not for money only. Kaziranga special tour, golf
competition, Brahmaputra river beach festival etc. are the major
part of tourism which are attracting tourists to Assam. Digboi
is the first oil refinery in India and also in Asia too which attracts
the attention of foreign tourists. The increasing rate of tourists can
accelerate the economy of Assam. Holistic infrastructural
development and 'Look East Policy' now renamed as 'Act East
Policy' plays an important role in strengthening Assam economy
through creating an Indian market and also the global market.
Another important scheme named as 'PRASAD' which means
Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive
launched by the Ministry of Tourism aims to holistic development
of identified pilgrimage destinations. This scheme would help to
inaugurate the Kamakhya temple in all over world. Assam is
world famous for its one-horned Rhino and major sites are
Kaziranga National Park, Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuaries, Manas
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National Prak etc. In 2018 census, total Rhino in Kaziranga
National Prak is 2413. Newly recognized National park
Raimona National Park which is famous for Golden Langur and
Dihing Patkai National Park is very rich in biodiversity where
many species, mammal and 310 variety of butterfly species have
been recorded. Tourism can make better economy where all
infrastructures like investment, agriculture, energy, capital;
environment is aptly used for reducing poverty in developing
countries (Khan. A., 2020). Tourism industry of Assam has
been comparatively developing in their destinations but the
sudden outbreak of the novel Corona virus or Covid -19 has
become a huge threat for the industry. The increasing the level
of exploitation in the tourist destinations also creates negative
impact on the environment and affect the biodiversity.
Related Literature Survey

Akan, Y. et al (2007) examined the impact of tourism on
economic growth, which shows that the success of tourism
depends on transportation services, arrangement of hotels,
resorts, enjoyment, foods, communication etc. Tourism industry
affects the economy of that particular country in long period.
Khan, A. et al (2020) argued the policy implication perspective
of demand in developing economies. In developing countries
tourist are attracting for business perspective such as FDI. This
study deals with understanding the role of tourism in reducing
poverty and increasing economic growth with capital
investments, energy, and agriculture development in developing
countries. Vethirajan. C reveals the trends and growth of
tourism sector, if countries have surplus labour then it effects
positively. Tourism industry generates good transportation system,
employment in local area, high facilities available in hotels &
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resorts where lots of workers are directly or indirectly engaged.
But the tourism sector is critically evaluated for low wages of
local workers .Since tourism business is seasonal in nature
therefore many workers lost their jobs and they become
unemployed which directly affects the economy of the
country.Kumar, K. K. et al. (2018) examined in his study
sustainable livelihood through rural tourism. This study revealed
that Majuli Island is one of the good places in Assam for
tourists' destination. Although there is lack of infrastructure and
communication services, ferry being the only transportation
service, but the famous Assamese culture is represented through
Vauna, Ras, Satriya Nitya etc which attract the foreigners and
Indian tourists.Roy. S (2017) in his study focuses on the events
and event management for tourism which directly related to
socio culture thereby pulling in the interest of tourists enroute for
a new experience.
Objective

The objective of this paper is to investigate the role of
tourism industry in accelerating economic growth of Assam.
Methodology

The study is completely based on secondary sources of
data covering time period 2002-03 to 2018-19.The data has
been collected from various sources like (governmental and non-
governmental) Annual reports of tourism statistics (ARTS),
Annual Statistical Reports and Development of Tourism
(ASRDT), Department of immigration (DI). The Data is also
compiled from various literature and articles on tourism.
Economic Survey, Department of National Park and Wildlife
conservation, International centre for mountain development,
various types of Books on tourism will be studied. To investigate
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impact of tourism industry to accelerate economic growth in
North East India, various statistical tools like percentage and
growth pattern of tourist arrival and revenue are used.
Tourism Profile of North-eastern State of India

Assam is one of the North-eastern states of India. Due to
the unique geographical feature, Assam is in heavy rainfall zone
and therefore it has enough natural resources that grows
progressively. Assam has shared its boundaries with Bhutan in
the north side; east by Arunachal Pradesh; Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram are in the south side and west is covered with
Meghalaya, West Bengal and Bangladesh. Assam is famous for
its special production like special quality tea, silk, agricultural
products and also famous for glorious wildlife, its religious and
cultural phenomenon. So Assam has enough scope in tourism
sector to develop.
Emplacement of Tourist Destinations in Assam

Sivasagar town: The main highlights of Sivasagar are
Rang ghar, Kareng ghar, Joysagar temple, Talatal ghar, Sivadol
that was constructed by wife of Swargadeo Siva Singha in 1734.
Joysagar tank is one of the biggest lakes in India which is a
man-made lake built by Swargadeo Rudra Singha in honour of
his mother 'Joymoti'. Karengghar was also built by King
Pramatta Singha in 1747 which was made by wood and stones.

Kaziranga National Park: Kaziranga National Park
situated in Golaghat , Nagaon and karbi anglong district, was
declared as a Reserve Forest in 1908 and again declared as a
Kaziranga Wildlife Sanctuary in 1950. It is a wonderful tourist
place in between the river Brahmaputra and Karbi hills.
Kaziranga is famous for its one horned rhino, many Species and
Migratory birds and additionally wild buffalo, elephant, hog
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deer, wild boar, Bengal tiger, local birds and variety of flora and
fauna etc. Kaziranga Wildlife Sanctuary was declared as a
Kaziranga National Park in 1974 and UNESCO declared it as
a World Heritage Site in 1985, again declared a Tiger Reserve
in 2006. Since 1937 Kaziranga was opened up for visitors into
the jungle and they provided elephant safaris and also jeep
safaris.

Manas National Park: A biodiversity hotspot Manas
National Park reflects on the forest hills, alluvial grasslands and
tropical evergreen forests, varieties of mammal species, reptile
species and variety of birds are found. Mainly one horned rhino,
Indian elephant, pygmy hog, tiger, swamp deer, Bengal florican
etc. are attracting the tourist to visit the national park. This
sanctuary was declared World Heritage site by UNESCO in
1985.

Kamakhya Temple: Kamakhya temple is situated on the
Nilachala hill, Guwahati. Indian culture believed that Kamakhya
temple is one of 51 shakti peeths or seat of shakti followers,
each representing a body part of the Sati, Lord Shiva's
companion. The temple sanctum sanctorum houses of yoni-
female genital symbolised by a rock. Kamakhya temple
celebrates Ambubachi Mela, a four-day fair to mark the annual
menstruation of the goddess Maa Kamakhya in the assamese
month of ahaar (Koch P, & Kar B K, 2020).

Majuli Island: Majuli Island's one of the largest river
island in the world. The assamese culture and Vaishnav rituals
founded by Srimanta Sankardeva are perfectly followed in the
satras of Majuli in Assam . There are four satras- Dakshinpant
Satra, Garmur Satra, Kamlabari Satra, Auniati Satra where
Borgeet, Bhatima, Satriya Nitrya, Jumora etc. are taught in a
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place which is called Naam Ghar. In satras, there is one head
who is known as "Gushai", people believed him The God of that
community. Asomiya vauna and Ras leela has also an essential
role to tantalize tourists.

Sualkuchi Silk: Sualkuchi silk is largest weaving cluster
in Asia. They produce traditional handloom cloths such as
sarees, mekhela-chadar woven from pat-muga, cotton, eri,
mulberry etc. The quality of assamese cultural silk and their
handloom has the capacity to generate pure and admirable
weaving.

Borduwa: Borduwa is a religious or devotional place for
assamese people where Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankardeva was
born in 1449. Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankardeva was a great
artist, literature or the founder of famous Vaishnavism in Assam
who is the God of Assamese culture. The Mahapurusha
Srimanta Sankardeva was a man who engage people in Naam
ghar where Prashad, the combination of but, maah, coconut,
etc is provided among the people and thereby created a sense
of integrity. Tourists come to Borduwa in "Holi" when assamese
people celebrating Holi in borduwa.

Number of Tourist arrival in Assam: National parks
are one of the keys to accelerate the growth of tourism sector.

Figure: 1

NUMBER OF TOURIST INFLOW IN NATIONAL PARKS IN ASSAM
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mhational Paks  milax as  mHNational Parks  m Hational Parks

Source: Directorate of tourism Assam
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The rate of tourist's inflow in Assam has increased from
2007-08 to 2011-12 but during the year 2012-13 the inflow of
tourists decreased because of the global financial debt crisis. At
that time many countries experienced this crisis and its impact
also fall on the tourism sector of India as well as in Assam.
Figure-1 reflects the inflow of tourists which shows an increase
of the ratio of tourists visited Kaziranga National Park as
compared to other national parks. Manas and Nameri National
parks show slightly increase of tourist inflow in contrast to Orang
and Dibru-Soikhuwa National Park. This is because these two
National parks provide proper facilities to the tourists and
advertisement of these two National parks at international,
national and local level through electronic and print media plays
an important role in this respect.

The inflow of tourists in Kaziranga National Park is more
than the other National Parks, which is diagrammatically shown
in the following figure-1.2

Figure:1.2
REVENUE COLLECTION FROM NATIONAL PARKS
IN ASSAM
el L
2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17
Revenue collected (Rs Inlakh)
mKaziranga ®Manas mOrang Dibru-Soikhunva  mNameri

Source: Directorate of tourism Assam

The figure: 1.2 shows an increasing trend of revenue
collection from the National Parks of Assam. But it has been
seen that about 84 percent of total revenue is earned from
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Kaziranga National Park only and remaining 16 percent is
contributed by other parks. Although Kaziranga National Park
has contributed much to the state's economy through generation
of employment and income, the huge difference of revenue
earning shows a negative impact on Assam economy in the long
run. Because if properly developed, the other national parks
could have attract more tourists and thereby help in revenue
earning and increasing employment opportunity

Impact of Covid-19 on Tourism Industry

The UN World Tourism Organisation reported that it is
the first time when there is 100 percent close of the tourist
destination in all over the world. In international economy
approximately 300 million jobs created only in tourism sector.
So this pandemic pull down the tourism culture in all over the
world (Kalita,d 2020).

Generally labour-abundant country has faced worst
financial crisis where lots of people have been terminated from
their jobs. Assam has major tourist destinations in hills area
where lots of tribal community are engaged in tourism sector.
Number of women working in tourist places are more than men
workers such as household workers, hotel workers,
maintenance of cleaning area, local shopkeepers etc. Thousands
of pilgrims and other visitors come to Kamakkha Temple every
year but the outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic has affected it
very worsely. It affected many people who are directly or
indirectly related to the famous temple in the nearby area.
Another thing is the small shopkeeper of flower shops and other
puja materials are badly affected and their financial crises arises
due to the Covid-19.

Assam tourism has provided homestays facilities to the
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foreign tourists because government have announced many
schemes related to homestays facility at tourist destinations by
local people.

Figure: 1.3

TOTAL NUMBER OF HOMESTAYS AND VISITORS IN ASSAM (2012-
2020)

s Total Number of
Homestays

Source: Directorate of tourism Assam

Lots of revenue has been collected by state government
from tourists during 2018, but Covid-19 affected the tourism
industry which is reflected in figure:1.3. Similarly, the number of
visitors shows an increase from 2012 to 2018 but in 2020 it
goes down and it is the worst situation ever in tourism industry.
The growth figure explains how the rate of tourists decreased
in Assam from 2018 to 2020.

Figure:1.4

INFLOW OF TOURIST IN ASSANM(2018-19)

mDomestic  m International

Source: Directorate of tourism Assam
The arrival of tourist has been decreased as compared to
2018 due to outbreak of Covid-19 and other political unrest
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occurred in the state as shown by the figure 1.4.
Various Ways to Improve the Tourism Industry in Assam:
Schemes and Infrastructure Project: Assam
government introduced some infrastructure project to promote
the tourism of Assam and improved the skill-based development.
+ Development of tourism circuits complex
Yatriniwas
Reception centre in the tourist places
Improvement of tourist's facilities
Water adventure sports.
Public- Private Partnership: At present more than 45
various projects are implemented by Assam Tourism

¢+ + 4

Development Corporation Ltd with private entrepreneurs. Some
projects are:

+ Better infrastructure to luxury cruise vessel facilities
Amusement park at city
Ropeway
Modern facilities available in hotels, resorts
Management of adventure trip

¢+ + 4

Joint-Ventures Project: Joint venture projects or multi
sectoral project can improve the tourism industry in Assam

+ Floating hotel and restaurants on Brahmaputra River

+ Luxury cruise on River Brahmaputra to travel one site
to another site

+ Developed Ayurvedic and healthcare resorts

+ Adventure movement on River Brahmaputra

+ Introducing the hot-air ballooning, rafting, para sailing
on National parks, wildlife sanctuaries etc.

Act East Policy: The main objective of this policy is to
promote the economic cooperation, cultural activities and
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develop the connectivity between North-east states of India with
the South Asia countries. This policy would continue to engage
multi regional and multilateral level of connectivity which can be
implemented for boosting tourism in North East states of India.

Development of Technology: It is a major decision from
the government to provide cell phone for better communication
facilities. Kaziranga has become the first national park in India
to have been equipped with satellite phones for boosting anti-
poaching and also use during Emergencies like Floods.

Advertisement: Government introduced Awesome
Assam project with Priyanka Chopra which would help in
accelerating the growth of tourism sector. Introducing Promotion
and branding Assamese culture has played a leading role in
developing the tourism industry of Assam.

Conclusion

Tourism industry is country's sustainable instrument which
represent their benefits in long term. It can be defined as
country's economic structure in global market. India has been
blessed with several categories of tourist sites, those are
Pilgrimage places in different states with different culture, Leh-
Ladakh views, desserts, Taj Mahal, the glorious beauty of south
Indian states with coastal areas, rich agricultural states, the hub
of IT sectors, the ever greenery North-eastern states with their
hills area etc. Indian states have variety of their own culture and
every culture represents their beauty with own words. Therefore,
all states in India are very rich in tourism sector.

This study is restricted only to the tourism industry in
North-east state of India. Assam has glorious beauty of
pilgrimage sites, expressing the assamese culture in Majuli Satra,
ruler kings of Ahom dinesty, handloom city, dancing rivers,
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National parks, wildlife sanctuaries, hills, deepor beel, Bihu,
Assamese jewellery of gold with mina kora etc. which identify
the tourists in Assam. The evergreen hill area in Karbi Anglong
district where many tribe.On the contrary, assamese foods are
one of the reasons for increasing inflow of tourist in Assam.
Therefore, government introduced various schemes, themes for
attracting tourist in Assam for business and medical perspective.
Tea industry in Assam implementing much business-related
tourism and also the ONGC has important role to play in
improving tourism industry in Assam. Due to Covid-19
pandemic tourists are afraid of travelling and existing one
destroyed by complete lockdown. Recently government
introduced two major geo tourism sites in Assam which are two
river islands Majuli and Umananda.
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Role of Small Savings in
Economic Development and Its
Recent Trend with Special
Reference to Assam

Nilutpal Hazarika

(ABSTRACT)

Savings is the distinction between disposable income and
consumption. It is one of the major source of capital formation
which is vital for economic development. The small savings
constitute the basic resource base of the government. Small
savings are intended to allocate the savings from the small
investors as they carry interest rates that are generally higher
than fixed deposit rates. They provide sovereign guarantee and
tax benefits. This paper intends to study the role and trends of
deposits in small savings schemes in recent years from 2018 to
2021. The study also intends to compare the amount of deposits
in small savings schemes with the deposit of Scheduled
Commercial Banks (SCBs) in Assam. This paper is a study of
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how the small savings schemes occupy an important place in the
economy of Assam.

Keywords: Savings, Capital Formation, Economic
Development, Deposits, Schemes.

Introduction

Savings can be defined as the disposable income after
deducting consumption. It is a major source of capital formation.
Investment is proportionately related to the amount of savings.
Higher the investment, higher the rate of growth of the economy.
Therefore, savings plays an important role in the growth of the
economy to a great extent. There are three major sectors from
where domestic savings originate - (1) Household sector, (2)
The private corporate sector and (3) Public Sector. The savings
of the household sector is formed by total financial savings and
savings in the form of physical assets. The financial savings
include proprietorship of currency, net deposits, investment in
shares, debentures and government securities and small savings.
The corporate sector savings include the retained earnings of
joint stock companies, savings of non-financial companies,
private financial institutions and cooperative institutions. The
savings of public or government sector includes net savings of
both departmental and non-departmental enterprises and savings
of administrative departments calculated as the excess of current
receipts over current expenditures of the government. It is now
seen that the small savings comes under the category of
household savings. Instead of putting money in equity linked
savings schemes which carry higher risks in return, small savings
schemes of government offer safe and assured returns. Small
savings schemes are govt. managed instruments that seek to
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encourage people to save regularly regardless of their age.

The small savings schemes in India are formulated by the
Central government under the Government Savings Bank Act of
1873, Government Savings Certificates Act of 1959, and the
Public Provident Fund Act of 1968. The savings that are
generated from the small savings schemes has immense
contribution towards capital formation of the Public Account of
the government. Small savings schemes play a key role in
enhancing the economic condition of the state.

Objectives

1. To study the role of small savings in economic
contribution of Assam.

2. To study the trends of small savings in Assam for the
period from 2018 to 2021 over the 11 small savings schemes.
Methodology

The study is conducted based on the secondary data
collected from Statistical Handbook of Assam (2018 to 2021)
and Economic Survey Reports of Government of India. Besides
that, research papers, books, news articles and journals have
been studied. Data analysis is done using charts.

Discussion
Types of small savings schemes

The small savings schemes can be categorised under three
heads namely Post Office Deposits, Saving Certificates and
Social Security Schemes. The schemes vary on the basis of
tenure, rate of interest and returns; and liquidity.

Under Post Office Deposits, there are savings deposits,
recurring deposits and time deposits with time span of 1, 2, 3
and 5 years for maturity, and the monthly income account. The
current rate of interest on Post Office savings deposit is 4% per
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annum. The interest rate on Post Office recurring deposits is
currently at 5.8% per annum. The interest rates on Post Office
time deposits are 5.5% per annum for one year, two year, three
year deposits and 6.7% per annum for five year deposits.
Interest on Post Office time deposit is eligible for tax benefits
under Section 80L of the Income Tax Act of Government of
India. The current rate of interest in National Savings Monthly
Income Account is 6.6% per annum.

Under Savings Certificates, we have National Savings
Certificate (NSS) and the Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP). The
current rate of interest on National Savings Certificate (NSC)
is 6.8% per annum and it has a maturity period of 5 years. The
current interest rate on Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP) is 6.9%
compounded annually and amount invested doubles in 124
months.

Under Social Security Schemes, there are Public
Provident Fund (PPF), Sukanya Samriddhi Account (SSA) and
Senior Citizens Savings Schemes (SCSS). The current interest
rate on PPF is 7.1% per annum (compounded yearly). Rate of
interest on Sukanya Samriddhi Account (SSA) is 7.6% per
annum (compounded yearly) and the rate of interest on Senior
Citizens Savings Schemes (SCSS) is 7.4% per annum payable
quarterly and it is eligible for Section 80C tax benefits.
Analysis

The study seeks to understand the contribution and
performance of small savings in the economy of Assam. The
following bar chart represents the trend of deposits in Gross
terms for each schemes in recent years.
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The result shows that the major small savings amount is
constituted by the Post Office Savings Account deposits and it
shows a gradualincrease in 2019-2020 as compared to 2018-
2019 and again declines in the year 2020-2021. The gross
deposit increases in 1 year time deposit and in recurring
deposits. In case of the other schemes, it is seen that there is
no enormous increase or decrease in the amount or we can say
the change is not very substantial.

The following bar chart represents the trend of deposits
in Net terms for each schemes in recent years.
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The result shows that in the case of Net deposits, the
amount of deposits in Post Office Savings Account, recurring
deposits, monthly income deposits and Senior Citizen Savings
Scheme (SCSS) deposits are following a small change. But
there is fluctuation of savings in the rest of the schemes. Apart
from that, it is seen that as compared to 2019-2020, the net
deposit falls down in 2020-2021 in most of the schemes.

The following line diagram seeks to compare the deposits
of Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs) situated in Assam with
the deposits (both Gross and Net) of small savings in the state
of Assam.

Deposits of Scheduled Commercial Banks and Small Savings
Schemesin Assam
iRsin Croras)

Scheduled Commercial Banks GrossD of Small S Scheme:

e N &t Deposits of Small SavingSchemes

The result shows that compared to the deposits of
Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs), the amount of aggregate
small savings deposits is much lower. In Net term, the aggregate
small savings deposits falls in 2020-2021 compared to 2019-
2020.



134 11 Polity, Economy and Culture of North-East India : Issues and Challenges

Conclusion

Small savings play a crucial role in the economy as it is
one of the major constituent of capital formation. The trend of
growth in small savings is not up to the mark as there is no
noticeable gradual increase in deposits in the schemes in recent
years. The study finds that most of small savers prefer
investment of their money in Post Office Savings Account and
secondly, in recurring deposits. Although, the amount in small
savings is much lower than in the case of deposits of Scheduled
Commercial Banks (SCBs).

Government should generate awareness among the
investors about the small savings schemes available to them
through awareness campaign and through advertisement in mass
media or in any kind. The concerned authority should take
necessary steps in boosting the small savings as they play a
major role in capital formation as a resource base for the
government and for the economy as a whole.
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Study of Tourism Sector in Assam
and Its Economic Contribution
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(ABSTRACT)

Assam is rich in natural and cultural resources that can be
used to build a thriving tourism business that employs people
and generates cash. Though it has significant potential for tourism
growth, its contribution is not as encouraging due to relatively
limited government money made available to the tourism sector
and other diverse types of problems. To promote tourism in
Assam, sufficient infrastructure facilities, qualified tourist guides,
and proper collaboration and assistance from the public,
commercial, and non-governmental sectors are required. Assam,
Tourism, and Economic Contribution Tourism is largely
concerned with the migration of people to places other than their
customary residence, with enjoyment as the primary goal. Either
directly or indirectly, it stimulates economic activity.
Keywords: Tourism, Assam, Tourist, Economic Development
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Introduction

Tourism is largely concerned with the movement of people
to locations other than their customary abode, with enjoyment
as the primary goal. It either directly or indirectly stimulates
economic activity. This could be measured in terms of economic
output or job creation, as well as other social and infrastructure
factors. Assam has rich natural and cultural elements that can be
used to build a prosperous tourism business that employs people
and generates revenue not only in the cities but also in rural
areas. Because of its magnificent tourism products such as exotic
wildlife, awesome scenic beauty, colourful fairs and festivals,
age-old historical monuments, lush green tea gardens and golf
courses, and massive river systems, Assam has the potential to
become one of India's most popular tourist destinations. Assam's
tourism industry has grown in a haphazard and unplanned
manner. In addition, the tourism sector receives extremely limited
government funds, and the private sector is hesitant to invest.
Due to a variety of factors, it is difficult to invest. Promotional
and marketing initiatives for tourism have always been important.
Review of the literature

Rizal Praveen and Asokan R. (2013) published "A
comparative study of the tourism industry in India's North-
Eastern states." The main findings are that tourist inflows are
higher in Assam and lower in Nagaland, and that Nagaland's
contribution of Gross Domestic Product is smaller. Assam's state
domestic product is slightly high. The rate of increase in visitor
influx is very high. In Arunachal Pradesh, the rate is greater.
Tourist population density (DTP) and per capita tourist
population of Sikkim has the highest arrival rate, while Nagaland
has the lowest.
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Sikder Uttam Kumar (2014) used secondary sources in
his study "Tourism and Economic Growth of North-East State."
using multiple regression models, finds that NSDP increase at
constant price (2004-05) at factor cost is not significant. For the
Northeast Indian states, this is far from sufficient.

Subash Dr. T (2015) conducted research on "tourism in
India: Potentials, Challenges, and Opportunities," which found
that while tourism in India is a rising industry, a source of
employment, and a significant source of foreign exchange, it
faces a variety of challenges, including a lack of infrastructure.
infrastructure, a shortage of properly qualified and skilled labour,
and so on.

Objectives of the study

1. To study the Assam's potential as a tourist destination.

2. To study the economic impact of tourism in Assam.

3. To learn about the problems faced by Assam tourism.
Methodology

The current paper is based on secondary data. The data
for this study are collected from the Ministry of Tourism,
Government of Assam, the statistical handbook of Assam, and
the Regional Tourism Satellite Account of Assam, among other
sources. In addition, needed study material was obtained from
a variety of e-journals and books. Various tables have been
used to analyse the data.

Analysis
An overview of Assam as a tourist destination

Assam is a state with stunning scenery, beauty of rolling
hills, dense forests, green valleys, vast waterways, and a diverse
bio-diversity characterize the region to make Assam one of the
world's most beautiful tourism destinations. The tourism



13 8 Il Polity, Economy and Culture of North-East India : Issues and Challenges

attractions can be summarised as follows concerned with nature:

+ Bhairabkunda: It is a lovely spot on the Arunachal
Pradesh-Tibet border.

+ Bhalukpung: A lovely village on the banks of the Jia
Bhoroli River, known for its handicrafts. Angling and water
sports are two favorite pastimes.

+ Chandubi: A nice picnic location with a natural
lagoon.

+ Dibru chaikhowa: It is known for its wild horses
situated in Dibrugarh district of Assam. Haflong: It is one of
Assam's hill stations, with unrivalled sylvan splendour.

+ Jatinga: A picturesque hilly area near Haflong in the
North Cachar region, where birds can be seen. The birds here
are said to commit suicide by the locals because they behave
in a mysterious manner may be on certain days in particular

+ Kaziranga: It is a world-famous national park in
India that is home to many wonderful Indian animals tigers,
elephants, buffaloes, deer, wild ducks, and one-horned
rhinoceros.

+ Manas: Located in the Himalayan foothills, it is one
of the country's most beautiful national parks, with the Manas
River running through it. It is famous for the tiger project and
serves as a habitat for a variety of wild animals.

+ Orang: A wildlife reserve that serves as a miniature
version of Kaziranga.

+ Pabitara: It's a nature refuge.

(i) Wildlife tourism: Some of the endangered species
found in the state are hillock gibbon, the stamp tailed macaque,
the capped langur, the golden langur, the pigmy hog, the clouded
leopard, the golden cat, the white winged wood-duck, and the
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like. There are five national parks and eleven wildlife and bird
sanctuaries for protection and preservation of wildlife in the state.

(ii) Religious:

Barpeta: It is famous for a vaishnava monastery.

Batadrawa: Birth place of shri Sankardeva.

Hajo: Sacred place for Hindus, Muslims and
Buddhists.

Kamakhya: Religious place for Hindus within the
city of Guwahati on the top of Nilachal Hill attracts thousands
of devotees and other tourists every day by its natural grandeur.

Majuli: The largest river island in the world, site of
many satras.

Surya pahar: It is situated on a hill surrounded by
innumerable statues of Durga Devi, Ganesh, Surya, Chandra,
Buddha.

(iii) Ethnic Tourism: Assam is a one-of-a-kind place on
the planet because of its cultural and ethnic diversity. The state
is home to a variety of ethnic tribes and has certain distinct
socio-cultural characteristics, including as customs, religious
beliefs, language, cultural attire, and way of life, festivals, eating
customs, and songs and dances that are distinct from those of
others.

(iv) Tea Tourism: Tea was first found in Assam in 1823
during British administration, and it has been a popular beverage
ever since. Assam's economy has become reliant on it. Each of
these lush green tea gardens is located in a different part of the
country. Assam is a treasure trove of diverse natural beauty and
vibrant people. Polo grounds and golf courses are also there
in the tea gardens of upper Assam.

(v) River Tourism: Assam is home to an extensive river
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network. Assam's socio-cultural life revolves around the
Brahmaputra. River tourism and water leisure activities, such as
colourful canal boats, boating, and luxury cruisers, have
enormous potential in Assam. Motorboats, dolphin displays, an
underwater world, water sports, lighters, and other activities are
available.

(vi) Adventure Tourism: Assam's enchanting blue hills
and swift rivers provide an ideal setting for adventure tourism.
There is a lot of room for water-based adventure tourism to
grow. Some of them have recently Rock climbing, trekking,
parasailing, water sports, and river rafting are examples of
adventure sports, rafting and fishing etc. are promoted by
Department of Tourism.

(vii) Eco-Tourism: Eco-tourism is a relatively new
concept that revolves around the idea of visiting natural areas,
moving around, and staying with them for a few days. It aims
to protect the environment while also increasing the well-being
of the local population. Assam has a lot of potential for
ecotourism. Industrial pollution is almost non-existent in the
state. Its verdant forest, azure hills, and lovely rivers provide the
foundation for developing environmentally friendly tourism.

(viii) Medical Tourism: The state capital Guwahati's fast
rising healthcare sector has gradually begun to attract
international patients not only from neighbouring countries like
Nepal, Bhutan, and Bangladesh, but also from far-flung places
like Africa.

(ix) Mining Tourism: Coal mining in Assam dates back
to the late nineteenth century, when the old Assam Railway and
Trading Company began operations. Assam will promote mine
tourism in the state's eastern coal and oil regions.
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Tourism and its Economic Contribution

Assam is noted for its welcoming attitude toward all
guests, regardless of their origin. For eco-tourism, there are
woods, wild life, and landscapes; for spiritual tourism, there are
centres of pilgrimage; for heritage tourism, there are heritage,
railways, and hotels; and for leisure tourism, there are colourful
fairs and festivals. Wildlife sanctuaries in Assam's different
locations can draw people from all over the world. For example,
the Kaziranga National Park in the Golaghat district is a natural
wonder that spans 429.93 square kilometres and is located on
the southern bank of the Brahmaputra River. Rhinoceros herds,
wide grassy and lush woods of the Amazon Any tourist from
around the world will be captivated by the park. Other wildlife
reserves, such as Manas, Orang, Dibru-saikhuwa, and Nameri,
can draw visitors from all over the world. Furthermore, the
world's largest river island, Majuli, would significantly boost
Assam's tourism business. The table below depicts the influx of
both domestic and international tourists to the state. The table
shows that both Indian and foreign tourists are flocking to the
city.

Travel and tourism are significant contributors to India's
economy. With a contribution of 6.23 percent to national GDP
and 8.78 percent of total employment, tourism is one of India's
most important service businesses, with over 5 million foreign
tourists arriving each year and 562 million local tourists. Assam
is rich in natural resources and is located in one of the world's
most bio-geographically diverse regions. It's a treasure trove of
different economic resources. It has a diverse cultural and ethnic
background that makes it a popular tourist destination. Because
Assam is not only defined by the mixing of flora and fauna, but
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it is also extraordinarily rich in biodiversity, tourism has the
greatest potential for creating money and employment
opportunities. A vast number of people work in the agriculture
sector in Assam, which is seasonal. As a result, the tourism
industry can help individuals maintain their income because it has
a tremendous potential for creating jobs. Although the tourist
business in Assam is not well-developed, revenue from this
sector has grown year after year.

In 2009-10, Assam's total workforce (number of jobs)
was 121.11 lakh. 3.47 lakh people were employed in the
tourism industry in the state. This relates to the state's tourist
employment. The direct share of tourism employment in total
state employment is 287 percent, compared to a national share
of 4.37 percent. This shows that tourist employment in Assam
is lower than the national average.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The current study finds that the tourism sector in Assam
has enormous potential and may contribute a variety of
economic advantages to the state's economy. In Assam, the
tourism business is not producing enough jobs, and revenue from
both Indian and foreign tourists is not encouraging. The
challenges should be completely eradicated in order to boost
Assam's tourism sector. Furthermore, the following suggestions
can be made:

i. Tourism in Assam can be developed based on the
concept of eco-tourism and geo tourism products of the state,
which must be identified immediately and restored and
developed to make the state a desirable tourist destination.

ii. The problems mentioned above could be solved with
the cooperation and assistance of the public, private, and non-
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governmental sectors.
1ii. Tourism infrastructure, both new and old, should be
improved as required.
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Commercialisation of Education
in India: Issues and Concerns

Ms. Rubi Dutta

(ABSTRACT)

Education is considered to be a powerful weapon of
socio-economic transformation and human resource
development. Majority of the problems are solved if the citizens
are educated and thereby they start following the track of
development. Education is the basic requirement in the 21*
century. At no cost education can be ignored. The Importance
of education is next to food. But now-a-days education has
become a commodity. It is no more a service to the society.
People use to open educational institutions with a motive to
make profit out of it. Thus education has become a business for
some people. The concept of commercialisation of education is
growing day by day. It affects student's psychological state as
well as general behaviour. Considering the present awful
condition the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has
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recommended some specific measures to prevent
commercialisation of education in India.

In this paper an attempt has been made to understand the
issues of commercialisation of education in India. Some
measures have also been suggested to fix the problems of
commercialisation. The paper also focuses on the
recommendations of NEP 2020 on commercialisation. The
paper is purely theoretical in nature and totally based on
secondary data.

Keywords: Commercialisation, Education, Issues, Concerns,
NEP 2020.

Introduction

Generally commercialisation is a process by which a new
product or service is introduced into general market.
Commercialisation is mainly based on the profit motive. The
Cambridge Dictionary defines commercialisation as the
organisation of something in a way intended to make a profit.
In other wordes, it is a business method that exploits mainly for
profit at the expense of quality. Thus the word commercialisation
shows the profit as the main motive behind any activity.

On the other hand, the term education refers to the
process of human resource development. Hence education is
primarily a service, not a product. If there is profit motive behind
imparting of education, it is considered as commercialisation of
education.

Thus commercialisation of education means selling
education with a motive to make profit out of it. It is a tendency
which gives emphasis on to make education profitable as well
as business oriented. As a result, education has become a
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commodity which can be sold or purchased. Different private
organisations or individuals make advertisement of educational
institutions as the product in a way that appeals to the
consumer, 1.e., students and parents. It is general perception of
today that better education is obtained only in private schools
or colleges. Therefore, in search of better education and
educational facilities, the students and parents prefer to go to
private educational institutions at the cost of high expenses. On
the other way, commercialisation of education develops
competitive attitude among the sellers to provide quality
education at a reasonable price. This healthy competition is
beneficial to the buyers or the students. Since commercialised
education means that students are paying more for education
than the government invests, it is obvious that it is not affordable
to the greater section of the society especially in India.
Rationale of the Paper

Indian education system is one of the largest in the world.
Hence, the government alone is not being able to cater to the
needs of its all citizens. But education is one of the most basic
rights that every human should have access to irrespective of
race, gender, colour, ethnicity or income. That is why
commercialisation of education has been exponentially growing
in India. As of 2020-21, there is a total enrolment of
264449987 students (from pre-primary to grade 12) in India.
Out of these 134904560 students are enrolled in government
schools, 26845527 students are in government aided schools,
95157082 students are in private schools and 7542818
students in other schools. (Source- UDISE+ 2020-21)

Moreover, Moreover, majority of colleges, i.e., 78.6%,
are privately managed; 65.2% are private unaided & 13.4% are
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privately aided; and remaining 21.4% are Government colleges.
(Source AISHE Report 2019-20)

There is no doubt that the majority of Indians prefer
sending their child to a private school over a government
school. This is true for rural areas as well, which saw student
enrolment in private schools rise from 18.7% in 2006 to 25.6
% in 2011. (Source EY-FICCI report)

It is no surprise that attainment levels and learning
outcomes of students in private schools on average outdo those
of government schools. 65 % of private school students able to
meet class two-level reading criteria, as opposed to 45 % for
government school students. In math, it is 57 % for private
schools compared to 39 % in government schools. (Source
NCAER Report)

These observations clearly show that private schools are
preferred over public ones. That is why there has been a
significant increase in the number of private institutes in recent
years. Hence, it is very important to discuss and explore the
issues and concerns of commercialisation of education in India.
This paper is an attempt to discuss the problems caused by
commercialisation of education and also to suggest some
preventive measures for the same in the light of NEP 2020.
Objectives of the paper

1. To discuss the problems caused by commercialisation
of education in India.

2. To discuss the preventive measures of
commercialisation of education in the light of NEP 2020.
Problems caused by Commercialization of Education

Now-a-days education is considered as an object of
business, which exerts serious and negative effects on our
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society. Some of the major problems caused by
commercialisation of education in India are discussed below-

1. Corruption: As any commercial activity is done with
profit motive, there is every possibility of corruption in
commercialisation of education too, basically in terms of fees. It
is usually observed that most of the schools and colleges take
bribes on the name of donation.

2. Profit Maximisation: Commercialisation of education
always emphasises on profit maximisation. It makes education
as a business. In many schools or colleges there are soda
machines, candy machines, fast food canteens, cafeteria, etc.
within the campus. They even make it mandatory for the students
to buy stationery, books, note-books, uniform and so on from
the schools or colleges itself.

3. High Cost: It is unanimous that the admission fees,
monthly fees, development fees, semester fees, etc. are very high
in private institutions. They demand high amount of donation in
admitting the student in various courses. For this some guardians
go to the extent of selling their properties to give better
education to their children.

4. Over Burden Curriculum: The curriculum of the
private institutions is very vast. The students feel reeling under
the burden of curriculum. The books provided by the institutions
are not psychologically effective. The students are compelled to
carry greater marks instead of greater knowledge.

5. Over Burden on Teachers: In the private institutions,
the teachers are given excessive workload with minimum salary.
They do not have proper leisure time for mental relaxation.
Sometimes the teachers suffer from anxiety and they are very
often dissatisfied with their job.
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6. Less Salary to Teachers: The commercialisation of
education hampers the economic interest of the teachers. In the
private institutions the teachers do not get sufficient salary
according to their workload. So, it does not increase their
interest in teaching rather they do it like a machine.

7. Less Qualified Teachers: As the private providers
of education always give importance on profit maximisation, they
recruit less qualified teachers to lessen the salary component.

8. Deterioration of Values: The private schools mainly
focus on rote learning. They fail to build concepts and their
applications in the real world. As a result the students are lack
in skills which are required to lead a meaningful life.

9. Exploitation of the Poor: Commercialisation of
education exploits the poor as they easily get lured for better
future. They do not have other option preferring over private
education as the quality of government education is very low.
So, they spend whatever savings they have to give their children
better education.

10. More emphasis on marks: Commercialisation of
education emphasises on marks. It does not care about the all-
round development of students. The students are forced to
obtain handsome marks so that the customers, i.e., the parents
and students, get attracted towards the school. For this the
teachers are asked to provide readymade notes and the students
memorise it by rote without grasping the concepts.

11. Materialistic Outlook: Commercialisation of
education develops materialistic outlook among the students. It
makes them self-centred. They only think of getting a whit- collar
job as they have spent huge money in receiving private
education. They do not think of the development of collective
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life and the nation as a whole.
Prevention of Commercialisation of Education

Some recommendations to prevent commercialisation of
education are enumerated below-

1. The government should make a uniform fee structure
for the private educational institutions. No institutions should be
allowed to fix the fee structure according to their own
convenience.

2. It should be made compulsory for private educational
institutions to follow the curriculum as prescribed by the
government at all levels.

3. The government should design a uniform selection
procedure of teachers for all government as well as private
educational institutions. There should be definite eligibility criteria
of teacher recruitment at all levels.

4. Teachers should be given adequate salary as the
government teachers are provided with.

5. The unhealthy competition of advertising education as
a commodity should be checked by the government.

6. The government should ensure that more emphasis is
given on conceptual knowledge rather than on rote learning.

7. Learning of 21st century skills should be given
prominence so that the students can mould themselves according
to the changing demands of the society.

8. The parents and community as a whole should be
empowered to monitor the financial mobility of private
educational institutions.

9. Most of the private educational institutions do not have
the most important necessity of an educational institution, i.e.,
playground. Therefore the government should have a definite
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land requisition for educational institutions. No individuals or
organisations should be allowed to open private educational
institutions that do not fulfil the requirements.

10. There should proper policy initiatives and
implementation strategies from the end of the government to
check private educational institutions.

Recommendations of NEP 2020 for Curbing
Commercialisation of Education in India

The National Education Policy 2020 has also
recommended some specific measures to prevent
commercialisation of education in India.

The article 18.12 of the policy states that multiple
mechanisms with checks and balances will combat and stop the
commercialisation of higher education. This will be a key priority
of the regulatory system. All education institutions will be held
to similar standards of audit and disclosure as a 'not for profit'
entity. Surpluses, if any, will be reinvested in the educational
sector. There will be transparent public disclosure of all these
financial matters with recourse to grievance-handling mechanisms
to the general public. The accreditation system developed by
NAC will provide a complementary check on this system, and
NHERC will consider this as one of the key dimensions of its
regulatory objective.

The article 18.13 of the policy proposes that all the HEIs
(Higher Education Institutions), public and private, shall be
treated on par within this regulatory regime. The regulatory
regime shall encourage private philanthropic efforts in education.
There will be common national guidelines for all legislative Acts
that will form private HEIs. These common minimal guidelines
will enable all such Acts to establish private HEIs, thus enabling
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common standards for private and public HEIs. These common
guidelines will cover Good Governance, Financial Stability &
Security, Educational Outcomes, and Transparency of
Disclosures.

The article 18.14 of the policy emphasises that the private
HEIs having a philanthropic and public-spirited intent will be
encouraged through a progressive regime of fees determination.
Transparent mechanisms for fixing of fees with an upper limit, for
different types of institutions depending on their accreditation, will
be developed so that individual institutions are not adversely
affected. This will empower private HEIs to set fees for their
programmes independently, though within the laid-out norms and
the broad applicable regulatory mechanism. Private HEIs will be
encouraged to offer freeships and scholarships in significant
numbers to their students. All fees and charges set by private
HEIs will be transparently and fully disclosed, and there shall be
no arbitrary increases in these fees/charges during the period of
enrolment of any student. This fee determining mechanism will
ensure reasonable recovery of cost while ensuring that HEIs
discharge their social obligations.
Conclusion

Commercialisation of education has many negative effects
on our education system. Today education has become a
business in the hands of the private players. Social service in
private institution is left out in the blind run for money. As a
result education has become like a source of profit making
commodity. However it has some positive effects too. It is the
collective responsibility of the government, commercial
individuals and organisations to overcome the drawbacks in the
system. The NEP 2020 has recommended some specific
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measures to prevent commercialisation of education in India. It
is expected that the commercialisation of education would be
checked if NEP 2020 is implemented in its true sense.
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with respect to Higher
Education: An Overview

Dr. Niranjan Thengal

(ABSTRACT)

Higher education is a powerful instrument to build
knowledge-based society. It is an instrument of creating skilled
manpower, producing high level professionals and generating
knowledge through research which are the prerequisites for
growth of a nation. That is why the government of a nation
adopts certain education policies from time to time to ensure
quality education for all. In India the National Policy on
Education (NPE) was formulated in 1986 and the realisation of
its recommendations is still under question. Different commissions
have also made hundreds of recommendations so far for quality
enhancement. Still we are far behind than the global standards.
What is the reason behind this? What are the factors that are
responsible for this condition? Is there any way out? To meet
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such questions, the government of India has adopted another
policy, i.e., National Education Policy (NEP) in 2020. This is a
comprehensive policy formulated after three decades from the
previous policy, i.e., NPE 1986, which encompasses all the
stages of education including vocational and professional
education. The NEP 2020 has envisioned some definite and
relevant targets for higher education. This paper is an attempt
to discuss the causes of low quality higher education in India in
the light of NEP 2020. The paper also discusses the probable
measures put forwarded by the NEP 2020 to enhance quality
of higher education.

Keywords: NEP 2020, Higher Education, Quality Issues,
Overview.

Introduction

Higher education is a powerful instrument to build
knowledge-based society. It is an instrument of creating skilled
manpower, producing high level professionals and generating
knowledge through research, which are the prerequisites for
growth of a nation. National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986
has rightly stated, "Higher education provides people with an
opportunity to reflect on the critical social, economic, cultural,
moral and spiritual issues facing humanity. It contributes to
national development through dissemination of specialised
knowledge and skills. It is therefore a crucial factor for survival".

Today, we are living in a knowledge ridden society and
talking of making India a developed country in the near future.
For this, higher education has to play a crucial role. And
therefore, government is responsible not only for providing
higher education to all but also for improving quality of the
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same. However, quality has been a major concern for the higher
education institutions (HEISs) in India. The overall scenario of
higher education is much lower than the global quality standards.
The most prestigious HEIs of India hold quite embarrassing
positions in the world rankings. University Education
Commission (1948-49) rightly felt "the inadequacy of the higher
education system particularly in terms of quality and standards".
Kothari Commission (1964-66) remarked "The situation of
higher education is unsatisfactory and even alarming in some
ways that the average standards have been falling and rapid
expansion has resulted in lowering quality"”. Manmohan Singh
(2007) also felt "Our university system is in a state of disrepair.
In almost half of the districts in the country, higher education
enrolments are abysmally low. Almost two-third of our
universities and 90% of our colleges are rated as below average
on quality parameters. I am concerned that in many states
university appointments, including that of vice-chancellors, have
been politicised and have become subject to caste and
communal considerations, there are complaints of favouritism and
corruption”.

The above observations reflect the severe quality issues in
higher education. Government of India has taken several policy
initiatives since independence. Several commissions have also
made hundreds of recommendations so far for quality
enhancement. But still we are not being able to meet the global
standards. Besides, government alone is unable to bear the
whole responsibility of providing higher education to all and
hence shares the same with private sector. This resulted in
mushroom growth of HEIs which in turn leads to low quality
education. Moreover, the science and technology of 21* century



National Education Policy 2020 with respect to Higher Education: An Overview || 157

has brought a tremendous change in all aspects of our life. As
a result the traditional system of higher education has become
obsolete. Hence, India needs to struggle hard to overcome these
challenges and also needs to find some way outs to provide
quality higher education to all.

Present Scenario of Higher Education

There were only 20 universities and 500 colleges in India
with 2.1 lakh students at the time of independence. But after
independence this scenario has undergone a great change. Now
as on 31.03.2021, there are 1292 degree awarding universities,
45562 colleges and 394.34 lakhs student enrolment in higher
education. (Source Annual Report, UGC 2020-21)

The enrolment of majority of the colleges is smaller. 16.6%
of the colleges are having enrolment less than 100 and 48.9%
the colleges have student strength of 100 to 500 which means
65.5% of the colleges enrol less than 500 students. Only 4 %
of the colleges have enrolment of more than 3000. (Source
AISHE Report 2019-20)

During the year 2019-20 the Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) in higher education in India was 27.10% for the age
group of 18-23. GER of male was 26.90% and of females was
27.30%. For SC it was 23.40% and for ST it was 18.00%.
(Source AISHE Report 2019-20)

Moreover, majority of colleges, i.e., 78.6%, are privately
managed; 65.2% are private unaided & 13.4% are privately
aided; and remaining 21.4% are Government colleges. (Source
AISHE Report 2019-20)

From the above analysis it is clear that the growth is very
impressive in numbers and the enrolment ratio has also increased
up to almost 27%. But still we are far behind than the global
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standards in terms of quality. Hence, ensuring quality higher
education to all is the need of the hour.
Significance of the Paper

It is often said that prevalent system of higher education
in India is not efficient and utilitarian. Most of the courses
offered in the HEIs are very weak in terms of their employability.
It makes the problem of unemployment more complex and that
in turn intensifies frustration among qualified individuals. As a
result, the very aim of human resource development has become
just a dream. Moreover, unhealthy practices are rampant in the
HEIs. For example, vacant positions in universities and colleges
has not been filled up for years, influence of ethnic or religious
biasness in the recruitment process, inauthenticity of research
publications, widespread plagiarism, ununiformed research
methodology, bribery in promotions, insufficient books in
libraries, politicisation of higher education, and so on and so
forth. Due to these malpractices the teaching-learning
environment in HEISs is deteriorating to a great extent. On the
other hand universities and colleges are mushrooming due to
rapid increase in student enrolment and that in turn leads to
difficulties for the government to support every institution
adequately. "In their frantic attempt to look for funds and
resources, some universities like Calcutta University went to the
extent of selling its buildings and other properties and leasing
them for funds to the business and commercial houses" (Agarwal
and Sharma, 2004).

From the above observations it can be easily perceived
that Indian higher education is not at all in a position to
accomplish the basic aim of human resource development. The
present condition of HEIs of India reveals a very dissatisfactory
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scenario. Thus the quality in terms of curriculum, pedagogy,
research, assessment, innovations and overall academic
ecosystem has become a matter of great concern for all
stakeholders such as teachers, students, parents, policy makers
and society as a whole. That is why it is the need of the hour
to look deeply into the matter and find some way outs for the
same. Realising the severity of the issue, the present author is
also keen to have some insights into the matter. This paper is
an attempt to discuss the factors that are responsible for low
quality of higher education in India and also to discuss the
probable measures for enhancing quality of higher education in
the light of National Education Policy (NEP), 2020.
Objectives of the Paper

1. To discuss the causes of low quality higher education
in India.

2. To discuss the recommendations of NEP 2020 for
improving quality of higher education in India.
Causes of Low Quality Higher Education in India as per
NEP 2020

The paper aimed at discussing the causes of low quality
higher education in India. The quality of higher education is
deteriorating due to several reasons. NEP, 2020 has highlighted
some major problems such as-

1. Severe Fragmentation

2. Rigid Separation of Disciplines

3. Ineffective Regulatory System

4. Suboptimal Governance and Leadership

5. Lesser Emphasis on Research

6. Limited Access

7. Limited Teacher and Institutional Autonomy, etc.
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Some major causes of poor quality higher education in
India have been discussed below-

1) Fragmentation: Higher education system in India is
diversified on the grounds of geographical, rural-urban, rich-poor
and disciplinary set up. The disciplines are so designed that they
are watertight compartments. Therefore, our research, innovation
and education as a whole are lagging far behind from the world
standards.

2) Poor Quality Research: The condition of research in
HEIs is very pathetic. Number of research publications has
increased remarkably for the last couple of decades but almost
no publication gets international citation and recognition.
Insufficient resources and facilities combined with poor quality
faculty produces poor quality students and that in turn results in
low quality research.

3) Insufficient Faculty Members: In most of the HEIs
the vacant positions are not being filled up for years. Increasing
number of students is creating the problem of high teacher-
student ratio. The institutions especially of rural areas take the
brunt of this situation. Part-time, contractual, guest lecturers, etc.
are appointed with minimal remuneration to tackle this problem.
This lays an adverse effect on quality of higher education.

4) Lack of Student Motivation: The students are not
properly motivated towards the goal of education. The whole
educational structure and system are not being able to meet the
needs, aspirations and interests of the students. Most of the
students can't earn their livelihood even after obtaining degrees
of higher education including Ph.D. and ultimately ranked as
educated unemployed.

5) Lack of Faculty and Institutional Autonomy: The
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faculty and HEIs do not have autonomy on the matters of
curriculum, pedagogy and assessment. Thus they feel less
engaged in teaching-learning process. It also affects their
innovative spirits.

6) Poor Government Funding: Poor government
funding is another factor of low quality education. India is
spending 4.43% of GDP on education (Economic Survey 2017-
18). As a result, the HEIs, especially in rural areas, are
struggling hard with embarrassing infrastructure. With receding
of government funding in higher education over the years, many
institutes are barely managing to survive.

7) Poor Infrastructure: Poor infrastructure is another
influencing factor of quality higher education. Most of the HEIs
of India lack in the basic facilities like playground, library,
hostels, transport, sports and so on which are sine-qua-non to
ensure total personality development of the students. There are
several instances of HEIs which are functioning on second or
third floor of a building, while on the ground or first floor there
is commercial shops.

8) Privatisation: Due to the lack of sufficient number of
HEIs and manpower on the one hand and rapid increase in the
number of students on the other, the government of India has
resorted to privatisation. Today the private HEIs share more
than 50% of the total number of institutions and enrolments.
However, to maximise profit and minimise costs by
compromising quality of education and quality of faculty
members, the private providers are breaking the backbone of
our new generations.

9) Improper Curriculum: One of the major challenges
of higher education in India is improper curriculum. The
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curriculum has not been upgraded keeping pace with the rapid
advancement of science and technology. It has remained
unchanged for decades, and thus become out-dated, irrelevant
and very poor in quality. Moreover, the boundaries between
disciplines are like dividing walls that prevents emergence of
new disciplines.

10) Problem of Examination System: The examination
system is also responsible for poor quality of higher education
in India. Today the main purpose of examination is to obtain
marks or division. Teachers use to teach that portion of curricula
which they have included in the question paper. The evaluation
is not reliable. It focuses mainly on memory rather than
understanding which affect learning and creativity of the students.

11) Problem of Teaching Method: Teaching methods
have also been a major quality concern for higher education in
India. Teachers are unable to play their roles according to the
changing demands. They still stick to the older lecturing methods
of using boards, markers, etc. They don't like to know or make
use of audio visual aids in teaching. Most of the rural colleges
are not equipped with digital infrastructure.

12) Overcrowded Classrooms vs. Dissatisfactory
GER: It is often said that the classrooms have become very
populous. This problem is coupled with several sub factors such
as increase in student enrolment, inadequate number of
classrooms, insufficient faculty members and so on. On the other
hand the poor GER is often compared with that of developed
countries. These observations reflect that higher education
system in India is struggling with multifaceted problems.

Thus we come to know that the higher education of India
is embedded with enormous problems. None of these problems
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can be ignored or brushed aside. These problems must be
addressed properly to achieve the global quality standards.
Recommendations of NEP 2020 to Enhance Quality of
Higher Education in India

Another objective of this paper was to discuss remedial
measures for improving quality of higher education in India in the
light of NEP, 2020. Everyone is expecting a lot from the NEP,
2020, as this was formulated after more than 3 decades
(previous policy, i.e., NPE, 1986). The policy has made several
recommendations regarding all the stages of education. In this
paper an attempt has been made to discuss some of the major
recommendations made regarding enhancement of quality of
higher education.

1) Ending of Fragmentation: Ending of fragmentation
of higher education is the highest recommendation of this policy.
The policy envisions transforming present HEIs into large
multidisciplinary universities and colleges, HEI clusters and
knowledge hubs. These multidisciplinary institutions will cover
3,000 or more students. It will create vibrant academic
communities and will develop interdisciplinary research. The
policy aimed at reinstalling the great ancient Indian tradition
where the universities like Takshashila, Nalanda, Vallabhi,
Vikramshila, etc. had thousands of national as well as
international students studying in vibrant multidisciplinary
environments.

2) Institutional Architecture: The policy aims to
develop a new institutional architecture with three types of HEIs
viz. Research-intensive universities, Teaching-intensive universities
and Autonomous degree-granting colleges. Research-intensive
universities are those which place equal emphasis on teaching
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and research, Teaching-intensive universities are those that place
greater emphasis on teaching but still conduct significant
research, and Autonomous degree-granting colleges are those
large multidisciplinary institutions that focus on, but not restricted
to, undergraduate teaching and grant undergraduate degrees.
The policy clearly states that these three types of institutions are
not a rigid categorisation, but are along a continuum. Every HEI
will have the autonomy and freedom to move gradually from
one category to another and will become multidisciplinary
institutions with larger student strength by 2040.

3) Establishment of HEI: The policy aims to establish
or develop more HEISs in underserved and backward regions to
ensure full access, equity and inclusion. According to the policy
there will be at least one large multidisciplinary HEI in or near
every district by 2030. Further steps will be taken to develop
high quality HEIs that have medium of instruction in local or
Indian languages.

4) Holistic Education: The policy emphasises on holistic
and multidisciplinary education to develop intellectual, aesthetic,
social, physical, emotional and moral capacities of the students
in an integrated manner through flexible and innovative
curriculum.

5) Faculty and Institutional Autonomy: The policy
realises that the current higher education system in India has
multiple regulators with overlapping mandates which reduces the
autonomy of faculty and HEIs and creates an environment of
dependency and centralised decision making. Therefore, it
proposes to set up a National Higher Education Regulatory
Authority (NHERA) to replace the existing individual regulators
in higher education, including professional and vocational
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education.

6) Curriculum, Assessment and Student Support: The
policy states that the HEIs will have complete autonomy in
developing curricula and assessment systems. Moreover, the
Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) will be revised and
improved. The HEIs will move away from high-stakes
examinations and will move towards continuous and
comprehensive evaluation and criterion-based grading system
that assesses student achievement based on the learning goals
for each programme. Further, the HEIs will set up high quality
support centres to encourage and support socio-economically
disadvantaged students.

7) Internationalisation: The policy aims at international-
isation of higher education through promoting India as a global
study destination. According to the policy this goal can be
achieved through developing courses and programmes like
Indology, Indian languages, AYUSH systems of medicine, yoga,
arts, music, history, culture, and internationally relevant curricula
in sciences, social sciences and beyond, and other quality
infrastructural facilities.

8) Student Participation: The policy states that the
students are the prime stakeholders of education system.
Therefore, to ensure their active participation in the whole
teaching-learning process, they should be given plenty of
opportunities in sports, culture and arts clubs, eco-clubs, activity
clubs, community service projects, etc. In addition, there should
be counselling and support systems for handling stress, quality
hostel and medical facilities for all students.

9) Motivated, Energised and Capable Faculty: The
policy deeply feels the importance of motivated, energised and
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capable faculty. It recommends that the HEIs should be
equipped with basic infrastructural facilities like clean drinking
water and toilets, blackboards, access of latest educational
technology in every classroom, teaching supplies, libraries, labs,
offices, pleasant classroom spaces and campuses. It also
suggests standardised teaching duties and student-teacher ratios,
freedom of designing curriculum, appropriate incentives,
independent and transparent recruitment of faculty, etc. The
policy further emphasises on the development of proper
performance assessment for promotion, salary increases,
recognitions, etc. through peer and student reviews, innovations
in teaching and pedagogy, quality and impact of research,
professional development activities and other forms of services
to the institution and the community.

10) National Research Foundation: The policy
proposes to establish a National Research Foundation (NRF)
to create research culture in the HEIs. It will grant competitive
funding for outstanding research proposals across all disciplines.
It will further facilitate research at potential academic institutions
through mentoring by retired or near retirement active research
scholars of top research institutions.

11) Regulation: The policy also proposes to establish
Higher Education Commission of India (HECI),a single
overarching umbrella body for promotion of higher education. It
will have some independent bodies like General Education
Council (GEC) for standard setting, Higher Education Grants
Council (HEGC) for funding, National Accreditation Council
(NAC) for accreditation, National Higher Education Regulatory
Council (NHERC) for regulation. Regulation will be 'light but
tight' and will function through technology. Public and private
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HEIs will be governed by the same set of norms for regulation,
accreditation and academic standards.

12) Governance and Leadership: The policy states that
all HEIs will aim to become independent self-governing
institutions over a period of 15 years through a suitable system
of graded accreditation and graded autonomy. A Board of
Governors (BoG) will be established after receiving the graded
accreditations by a HEI. The BoG will be empowered to
govern the institution free of any external interference. Further,
appropriate incentive, support and mentoring will be provided
to all the HEIs to become autonomous and have such an
empowered BoG by 2035.

13) Technology in Education: The policy proposes to
create National Educational Technology Forum (NETF), an
autonomous body, to provide a platform for free exchange of
ideas on the use of technology. Its main objectives will be to
enhance classroom processes, learning, assessment, educational
planning, administration and management, and to support teacher
professional development and enhance educational access for
disadvantaged groups through appropriate integration of
technology into all levels of education. Technology-based
education platforms such as DIKSHA, SWAYAM, etc. will be
adequately integrated across school and higher education.

14) Financing Education: The Policy states that there is
no better investment than education. But public expenditure on
education in India is only around 4.43% of GDP which is much
lesser than the recommended level of 6% of GDP as envisaged
by the NPE, 1968 and 1986. The policy strongly recommends
increasing the public investment in education to 6% of GDP at
the earliest.



168 Il Polity, Economy and Culture of North-East India : Issues and Challenges

15) Curbing Commercialisation of Education: The
policy clearly states that the education is a public service. It must
not be used as a commodity for commercial activity or a source
of profit. It envisages multiple mechanisms with checks and
balances to combat and stop the commercialisation of higher
education. There will be similar standards of audit and
transparent public disclosure of all the financial matters for all
HEIs, whether public or private. NAC will provide a
complementary check on this system, and NHERC will consider
this as one of the key dimensions of its regulatory objective.

16) Vocational Education: The policy aims to integrate
the vocational education programmes into mainstream education
in all the stages, right from the primary, secondary to higher
education so that students realise the dignity of labour. The
policy envisions at least 50% of learners through the school and
higher education system shall have exposure to vocational
education by 2025.

17) Professional Education: The policy aims at
transforming all the stand-alone professional education
institutions into multidisciplinary institutions that offer holistic and
multidisciplinary education by 2030. This will include agricultural
universities, legal universities, health science universities, technical
universities and institutions in other fields.

Conclusion

This paper focused mainly on the issues of quality higher
education in India and discussed some way outs for the same
in the light of NEP, 2020. We know that the world has now
transformed into a knowledge-based society. Today,
development of a nation is mainly depends upon the kind of
human resource it possesses. On the other hand, quality of
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human resource depends upon the kind of higher education it
receives. Thus, quality higher education is a must for survival of
any nation. Hence it is the responsibility of all stakeholders such
as students, teachers, policy makers and the society as a whole
to contribute towards raising the position of our higher education
to a global standard. The proposals and recommendations made
by the NEP, 2020 will certainly meet the quality issues of
prevalent higher education system in India if implemented

properly.
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A Study on the Superstitious
Attitude Level of
Undergraduate Students of
Diphu Government College

Ranjita Barman

(ABSTRACT)

Superstition means any belief, based on fear or ignorance
that is inconsistent with the known laws of science or with what
is considered as true and rational; especially such a belief in
charms, omens, the supernatural, etc. Though scientific and
technological advancements take place across the world,
superstitious beliefs still remain in some corners of our nation.
These superstitious levels have a great impact on our life style.
Education is a key to erase these superstitions from our society.
It has been seen that educated people has less superstitious
attitude because they can use their logical thinking. The purpose
of this study is to study the superstitious attitude level of
educated pupils by using standardized Superstitious attitude
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scale. In this study the investigator used Superstitious Attitude
Scale which was developed by Dr. Shailja Bhagawat on the
likert method of summated rating. In this study 30 students were
selected by using simple random sampling method, where 15
students were girls and the remaining were boys. The study
revealed a moderate level of superstitious attitude among
undergraduate students.

Keywords: Superstitious, Attitude, Undergraduate Students.

Introduction

According to the dictionary, superstitions are simply the
belief in supernatural elements. Many superstitions basically
evolved from a fear of spirits of the dead or of spirits.
Superstition is nothing but a kind of error beliefs which we have
to make correct. It is the mental habit which shuts the doors of
resin and can't able to see any illogical things behind it. An
individual has seen from his childhood that if anyone sneezes
while leaving the house, he has to wait sometimes so that the
evil effect will not affect him. In the same way, if a cat crosses
our path or a dog barks in the vicinity in lamenting tones, people
become upset. If the left eye twitches, people always conclude
that the day will be wrong. People follow many such beliefs,
which are affected in the society, followed by the majority. A
superstition is an irrational belief arising from ignorance. Many
superstitions deal with important events in a person's life such
as birth, entering adulthood, marriage, pregnancy and death.
Need of the Study

The modern age is the age of science and technology. It
helps us in transforming our life in a faster way. Superstition has
its own place in every nation and ethnicity. Even though we can
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see most of the events and happenings, and look into them from
a scientific point of view, there are still some people who believe
in superstitious beliefs and transfer these beliefs to their children.
Superstitious fear not only snaps our reasoning power but also
decreases the efficiency power of work. It creates tension and
depression when any event or moment is considered as
inauspicious. Sometimes such beliefs may create curiosity in
people which may adversely affect individuals as well as society.
Superstitious people may also become an obstacle in the
economic development of the country. The important of this
study are:

1) It is important to study the attitude level of the young
generation in case of superstitious beliefs.

2) To determine whether education plays a vital role in
reducing such blind beliefs.

3) To differentiate superstitious attitude levels among the
boys and girls belonging to lower communities.

4) Helps the students to be aware about their
superstitious attitude level and also assists them to live a tension
free life as per as possible.

Hence, studying superstition among the youth is very
important. So the researcher has decided to study the
superstitious level of undergraduate students of Diphu
Government College.

Delimitation of the Study

The present study is delimited to an institution only. The
study involves a sample of 30 students studying in Diphu
Government College. The study has been delimited to Diphu
Government College of Diphu city and all samples are taken
from arts stream. Moreover in the study it is focused on to study
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the superstitious attitude level of the students.
Objectives of the Study

1) To study the superstitious attitude levels of
undergraduate students.

2) To make a comparative study of superstitious attitudes
between girls and boys.
Methodology

Descriptive survey method was applied to analyse the
superstitious attitude among undergraduate students. A sample
of 30 students was selected by using simple random sampling
method, where 15 students were girls and the remaining were
boys.
Tool Used

The investigator used a Superstitious Attitude Scale
developed by Dr. Shailaja Bhagawat. This questionnaire consists
of 24 items where 12 are favourable and 12 are unfavourable
towards the superstition.
Analysis and Interpretation

Objective No. 1: To study the superstitious attitude level
of undergraduate students.
Table 1 Superstitious Attitude Level of Undergraduate Students

Category Scores In percentage
Very high - -

High 3 10%
Moderate 27 90%

Low - -

Very low - -

From the Table 1, it is observed that out of 30 students,
27 students have the moderate superstitious attitude level and
only 3 students have high superstitious attitude level. It can be
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said that 90% of students has moderate level and 10% has high
level of superstitious attitude.
The result is also presented with the help of Pi Diagram-

Figure 1 Superstitious Attitude Level of Undergraduate Students
The figure 1 shows the superstitious attitude level of
undergraduate students. Here, the red colour indicates moderate
level of superstitious attitude and brown colour indicates high
level superstitious attitude.
Objective No. 2: To compare the superstitious attitude
level between the girls and boys-
Table 2 Comparison of Superstitious Attitude Level between
Girls and Boys

Categories Total Superstitious Attitude Level
High Moderate

F 15 3 (20%) 12 (80%)

M 15 0 15 (100%)

From Table 2 it can be observed that out of 15 male
students 100%, i.e., 15 students showed moderate superstitious
attitude level. On the other hand, out of 15 female students, 3
i.e., 20% showed high level of superstitious attitude and 12
students i.e. 80% showed moderate level of superstitious
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attitude.
The result has also been presented with the help of Pi
Diagram-

Figure 2 Comparison ot Superstitious Attitude Level between
Girls and Boys

The figure 2 presents comparison of superstitious attitude
level between girls and boys. Here, Red colour indicates 100%
moderate superstitious attitude level in male, Brown colour
indicates 20% high level of superstitious attitude level in female,
Green colour indicates 80% moderate superstitious attitude level
in female.
Findings of the Study

The following findings were found out from the study-

1. Out of 30 undergraduate students, 27, i.e., 90%
students showed a moderate level of superstitious attitude.

2. Out of 30 undergraduate students, high level of
superstitious attitude level found in 10% students.

3. A moderate level of superstitious attitude was found in
100% male students.

4. In the case of female students, 80% students showed
moderate level of superstitious attitude and only 20% students
had a high level of superstitious attitude.
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5. The study also revealed that the female students have
higher superstitious attitude level than that of male students.
Suggestions

1. More studies should be done on superstitious attitude
level of students to develop scientific attitude among students.

2. Teachers should have an understanding about their
students' attitude towards superstitions.

3. The institution should interact with other institutions,
universities through conference, seminar and workshop to
change the outlook of the students. Importance should be given
on girls, specially their participation in co-curricular activities and
encourage them to share their feelings and attitude.

4. Awareness should be generated among students
regarding the effect of superstitious thinking in our daily life.

5. Superstitious beliefs should be avoided while making
any decision and should try to think logically.

6. Teachers should make the students understand that
superstitions have no basis in reality.

Conclusion

It is revealed from the study that even in the 21st century
there are still superstitious beliefs among students. Out of 30
students almost all the students showed a moderate level of
superstitious attitude. High level of superstitious attitude was
found in 10% of the students. Moreover, the female students
showed a little bit more superstitious attitude level than male
students.
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in Astra Lakshmi's of India
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(ABSTRACT)

Gender inequality uprises from differences in gender roles.
Gender systems are often dichotomous and hierarchical. Gender
binary systems may contemplate the inequalities that manifest in
numerous dimensions of daily lives of North Eastern Peoples.
Though our constitution provides equal opportunities of
education to all, the social taboos and stereotyped thoughts
regarding the careers of women, prevent them from exercising
their full rights to these opportunities. Even the MDG's also
focused on ensuring elimination of gender disparities on primary
and secondary schools with good quality education. Gender
inequalities can be removed specially in NE India by educating
all the people of the society.
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Introduction

The term gender is basically used to analyse the differences
in behaviour between men and women. Gender simply defines
the socio-cultural divergences between men and women and the
society assigns its role to men and women as a social being
which they have to perform in their day to day lives. Gender
inequality implies the imbalances between men and women in
various fields like political, social, educational, economic,
religious and cultural in a society. Basically women's are
deprived of all the opportunities provided by the society as well
as the Government. Simone De Beauvoir in her famous book
"The Second Sex" explains the gender differences in the society
which makes the men superior through his roles. It gives him a
position of power in the society as well as in the family. These
gender differences are set in a hierarchical position such that men
are superior and women are subordinate.

Northeast India or Astra Lakshmi's of India basically
refers to the eastern most part of India consisting of 8 states
namely- Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura. The whole North-
eastern area is specified by inadequate infrastructural facilities,
communication problems, low per capita income and
geographical closing off. In North East there are various types
of communities having their distinct traditions and culture. Their
norms, values, customs and rules are different from community
to community, from state to state. In short this area is proudly
called as Multicultural Region. But in such a diversed community,
the status of women is still complicated. Their position in the
society is comparatively lower than the men. They are not even
allowed to do some societal works in their daily lives. Ultimately
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the women's are deprived of all the facilities of the society. In
this situation only education can help them to uplift their lives
from the subordinate position. Education can teach everyone that
gender differences is nothing but the traditional thoughts of the
Patriarchal Society. This paper is an attempt to analyse that as
a factor education can redress the status of gender differences
in the Astra Lakshmi's of India.
Methodology

This paper is based on the secondary sources of data
which includes books, newspapers, articles, journals etc. This
study is solely based on descriptive method which addresses the
gender differences in the North Eastern region, which is
examined on the basis on social, economic, political, religious
and cultural arenas of different communities of the region.
Gender Inequalities in North Eastern Region of India

Gender is a social concept that impacts the attitudes, rules,
responsibilities and behavioural patterns of boys and girls, men
and women in all societies. Gender inequality refers to an
unequal treatment or perceptions of individuals partly or wholly
due to their gender. In very simple words, it may be defined as
discrimination against women based on their sex. Women are
traditionally considered by the society as subordinated,
exploited, degraded and discriminated. From the data of 2011
census, about 50 percent of the total population of all the North
Eastern states are women. But in case of the household
activities, they are not free to take independent decisions or
opinions in various aspects of life from the influences of their
husbands or the male heads of their families. This is because of
the patriarchy system. In this system boys or male persons are
given more liberty or freedom in their daily lives than that of girls
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or females. Here the males are the supreme authority. He has
the supreme power to take all the decisions. Nobody can
question over his position. Women's are always engaged in the
kitchen activities. It is because they will have to manage another
home after their marriage. On the ground of education also, boys
are given more importance than the girls. Even in some societies
or in some communities girls are not allowed to go to school.
They are taught and learnt to maintain the household activities.
In the words of ancient law giver Manu, women are imagined
to be within the custody of their father once they are kids; they
need to be beneath the custody of their husband once married
and beneath the custody of her son in adulthood or in widows.
In no circumstances she ought to be allowed to say herself
severally.
Causes of Gender Inequality in North East India

The unfortunate portion of gender differences in our
society is that the womanhood too. Through continuing socio
cultured acquisition, they have admitted their subordinate position
to men and then they are also a part of the same identical
patriarchal system. This is very much seen in traditional norms
and value based societies of some of the communities of North
East India.

Extreme financial condition and lack of education are also
a number of the causes for women's low level of status in the
North Eastern society. Financial condition and lack of education
derives a number of women to do work in low paying domestic
services. Women are not solely obtaining unequal wage for equal
or additional work, but they are being offered solely low ability
jobs for which lower salaries are paid. This has become a
serious sort of difference in the premise of gender.
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Educating female child continues to be seen as a nasty
investment, just because she is sure to be married and leave her
paternal home sooner or later. Thus without having smart
education, women's are found lacking in present day's
demanding job skills, whereas every year's high school and
higher secondary results show that women are continuously
doing higher than boys. This shows that guardians are not
disbursal a lot of after higher secondary on girl child and that's
why they lack in job market also.

Moreover in case of food habits of some of the
communities of North East India, the male members of the
family gets all the preferences while the girls or women's get
their food after the male members taken their meals. Therefore
this is another cause of gender differences in North-eastern
region of India.

Role of Education to Redress Differences of Gender in
North East India

Education plays a significant role in redressing the gender
differences in North Eastern Region of India. An educationally
advanced society is free from traditional value based stereotyped
gender differences. Traditionally women were not allowed to go
to school and colleges, because it is said that the women are
only sex material and they will manage only the household
activities. They were not allowed to take part in societal
activities, political meetings and even in cultural organisations
too. But gradually these types of thoughts have been changed.
Now-a-days social rules, customs, traditions and the relationship
between men and women are totally changed from the old
traditional societies. Discrimination, inequality in terms of gender
is not welcomed by the present generation. It is because of the
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Education system. Now the education system is much broader
and wider than that of traditional. Article 14 of the Indian
Constitution says that, all citizens irrespective of gender, class,
race, caste, religion, sex are equal in the eyes of law. Therefore
all citizens should be treated equally and get equal rights and
opportunities from the society and from the state. Article 21A
of the Indian Constitution declares that the state shall provide
free and compulsory education to all the children of the age of
6 to 14 years. This implies that no children will be deprived of
the compulsory education system. If all the children are become
educated then one day, they will know the gender differences
in the societies in a positive way. They will teach everyone that
this type of stereotyped concepts should be eliminated from the
society, so that no one could be destitute of the facilities
provided by the society or by the government. MDG's also
focused on ensuring elimination of gender disparities in primary
and secondary education and later on in all the levels of
education. But in all the North Eastern states, gender gap in
literacy rate are still exists. Though the gender gap is narrowed
down for all the states of North East, in case of Assam it has
been widened. In Assam high rate of migrants from Bangladesh
might be one of the reasons for widening the gender gap in
literacy rate.

Some suggestions to remove gender differences from
North East India are as follows -

1. Encourage the girls to express freely and confidently
within and outside the school and in the society.

2. Treat all the children in the society in an appropriate
gender affirmative, sensitive and balanced way.

3. Breakdown the hierarchical system that exclude girls
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and women from education and school.

4. Promote gender roles that support equality and healthy
relation between men and women.

5. Encourage female and male in the society to treat one
another with mutual respect and work in participation.
Conclusion

Education plays a crucial role in eliminating gender
inequalities from the society. If all the members of a society are
educated, then they will always avoid the stereotyped
conceptions regarding gender and they will respect and support
each and every one to live a healthy life in a society. If every
school promotes healthy attitudes, values, behaviour, interaction
and life skills in relation to gender issues, then everyone will be
benefited equally and there will be no any hierarchical system in
society. Gender inequalities should be avoided to live a better
life.
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Education in Assam before and
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(ABSTRACT)

Primary education is the first step in making of welfare of
the child and the society. Primary education in Assam has
passed a long history of development since ancient times. The
development of modern education in Assam started with the
emergence of British rule in 1826. The Christian Missionaries
rendered unique service towards the promotion of education in
Assam. Immediately after independence, attempt was made to
make primary education compulsory to the children between the
age group of 6-14 years. The implementation of National Policy
on Education (NPE), 1986, adoption of the District Primary
Education Programme (DPEP) and the acceptance of Sarva
Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) are the important measures undertaken
to universalise elementary education. Since independence,

Assistant Professor, Department of Education, Rangachahi College, Majuli



Development of Primary Education in Assam before and after Independence: A Study || 1 87

Government of Assam adopted various measures from time to
time to fulfil the directive principles in Article 45 of our
constitution. In spite of all efforts, the constitutional provision has
not yet been realized due to some problems.

Keywords: Independence, Development, Society, Education,
Constitutional Provision.

Introduction

Primary education is the first step in making of welfare of
the child and the society. Primary education in Assam has
passed a long history of development since ancient times. The
development of modern education in Assam started with the
emergence of British rule in 1826. The Christian Missionaries
rendered unique service towards the promotion of education in
Assam. Immediately after independence, attempt was made to
make primary education compulsory to the children between the
age group of 6-14 years. The implementation of National Policy
on Education (NPE), 1986, adoption of District Primary
Education Programme (DPEP), Right to Education Act (RTE)
and the acceptance of Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) are the
important measures undertaken to universalise elementary
education. Since independence, Government of Assam also
adopted various measures from time to time to fulfil the
directive principles in article 45 of our constitution. In spite of
all these efforts, the constitutional provision has not yet been
realized due to several problems. According to 2011 census, the
literacy rate of Assam is 72.19 out of which male literacy rate
1s 77.85 and of female is 66.27. This paper mainly focuses on
the progress of primary education in Assam before and after
independence. The paper discusses the various obstacles of
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primary education in Assam.
Objectives

1. To analyse the progress of primary education in Assam
before and after independence.

2. To discuss the various obstacles in the development of
primary education in Assam.

Methodology

This paper is theoretical in nature and totally based on
secondary data.

Primary Education in Assam in Pre-independence Period

Before British rule Assam was having her indigenous
system of imparting elementary education. On the development
of education in Assam, the contribution of Vaishnava Guru
Sankardeva and Madhavdeva must be mentioned. The Satras
and Namghars established by Sankardeva and madhavdeva
become the centre of learning of mass people. Pathsalas, Tols,
Moktabs and Madrassas are some other institutions through
which education was imparted. These indigenous systems were
largely replaced by modern education pattern under British
company's patronage. Before the charter Act of 1813 there was
no noticeable progress in the field of education in Assam, but
after that both Government and Missionaries actively took part
in educational field.

Assam came under the control of East India Company
after the Treaty of Yandabu in 1826. Mr. David Scott, who
came in 1826, contributed a lot in the expansion of primary
education in Assam. After the proposal of establishing local self-
government in India in 20th century a considerable development
started in Assam education. A fixed amount of balance was
provided for the promotion of primary and higher education.
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Assam naturally welcomed the all governmental helping hand in
the direction of educational expansion. According to the
recommendation of the Wood's dispatch of 1854, indigenous
elementary schools received grants-in-aid. Due to the policy of
giving grants in aid the number of schools increased and the
enrolment of pupils was also considerable.

The hunter commission of 1882 introduced the payment
by result system according to which schools received payment
on the basis of the examination results. In case of Assam this
measure barely benefitted the primary schools because, the
standard of primary examination was very low. During the
period from 1892-97 the Government and Board schools in
Assam increased by small number. The Christian Missionaries
played a great role in imparting modern education to the
indigenous people of Assam. They went to the interior places
and hilly areas of Assam for the cause of education. Several
schools were opened in the Garo Hills. Many schools run by the
Missionaries were helped out of the provincial revenues,
because the missionaries worked among the very backward
people mostly aboriginals.

During the early part of 20th century primary education
received impetus and made considerable progress due to the
official policy of Lord Curzon in 1904, Gokhales attempt to
introduce compulsory primary education during 1910-12 and
Government of India's Resolution on Education policy in 1913.
During the years of 1918-1920 the provincial Governments felt
the necessity for universal education and passed Acts for the
introduction of compulsory primary education in their respective
provinces. In Assam the relevant Act was passed in 1926, but
it failed to achieve its primary objectives. Afterwards, this policy
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was changed and by 1930, compulsory primary education Acts
were passed in all provinces. By the time, Government released
imperial grants to Assam for the promotion of elementary
education. As a result by 1937 around 6,795 primary schools
were functioning along with 3,13,347 pupils. Side by side,
education was imparted through Tols and Madrassas. Around
162 tols and 120 public Madrassas were there in 1935. The
Assam primary education Act was passed in 1947, which
removed most of the defects of the 1926 Act. Compulsory
education was not just to be implemented but enforced through
various measures.
Primary education in Assam since Independence
Immediately after independence another attempt was
made to make primary education compulsory and an act was
passed in 1947. In September 1954, the Basic Education Act
of Assam was passed and then another attempt was made in the
form of the Assam Elementary Education Act in the year 1962
to introduce Universal Compulsory and Free Primary education
in the state. Provision for compulsion of our primary education
under the Article 45 of the Constitution has not been properly
implemented by the state government. It was proposed that
illiteracy was to be totally removed from the country within the
scheduled time limit of 10 years (1950-60). But the success rate
was not that satisfactory. Only 30% people could be made
literate. The following table shows the percentage of the literacy
rate in total as well as male and female literacy separately-
Table No. 1 Literacy rate in Assam from 1951 to 2011
Year Total % Male % Female %
1951 18.53 28.01 7.58
1961 32.95 44.28 18.62
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1971 33.74 43.72 22.76
1981 -- -- --

1991 52.89 61.87 43.03
2001 63.25 71.28 54.61
2011 73.18 78.81 67.27

Source: Statistical Hand Book Assam 2011

Since 1950, planned development of primary education
began with the five year plans. The Government undertook
development schemes for primary schools to provide basic
facilities for children and teachers and the numbers of primary
schools and teachers increased considerably. In the year 1978,
primary education was made provincialized. For effective
running of the primary schools, a separate Directorate of
Education was created by the Government of Assam during this
period. There were 21,603 primary schools in Assam in the year
1986. In the year 2000, the numbers of primary schools of
Assam were 33,276 and numbers of teachers were 86,810.

The state Government initiated a number of centrally
sponsored schemes to develop condition of primary education
in Assam and to achieve the goal of Universalization of
Elementary Education (UEE). In the year 1987-88 Operation
Blackboard scheme (OBB) was adopted. District Institute of
Education and Training (DIET) was launched in the year 1988.
The centrally sponsored scheme, the District Primary Education
Programme (DPEP) was also introduced to revitalize the
primary education in the year 1994. The scheme of Sarva
Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) was adopted in Assam in the year 2001-
2002. This scheme has been launched its programmes under the
mission of 'Education for All'. To increase enrolment, retention
and quality of primary education, 'Mid-Day-Meal" was
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introduced in Assam along with the other states of the country.
As a result 90% of children within the age group of 5-6 years
are enrolled under SSA. With the enactment of the Right of
Children to Free and compulsory Education Act, 2009 (RTE)
and the Act coming into force from 1* April, 2010 across the
country, Axom Sarba Siksha Abhiyan Mission along with
SCERT and Elementary Education, Assam has been notified as
the "Implementing Authority of the Act". SSA provides for a
variety of interventions, including inter-alia, opening of new
schools and additional classrooms, toilets and drinking water
facilities, provisioning for teachers, periodic teacher training and
academic resource support and textbooks and support for
learning.

At present there are 39,304 lower primary and 6,449
upper primary schools in the state and 24,95,167 students in
lower primary and 6,33,124 students are enrolled in upper
primary schools in Assam. The numbers of teachers serving
these schools are 117446 and 40775 respectively (Source: U-
DISE-2017-18).

It is said that there is no plain route to success and there
is no difference with the process of achieving UEE in Assam.
The progress rate was very low in the past decades before
introducing SSA in the state. Major obstacles in this regard
were-

1. Lack of proper infrastructural and learning materials in
the primary schools of our state.

2. The number of trained teachers was not sufficient for
meeting the rapidly growing number of primary schools in the
state. Selection procedures of teachers were defective and the
training of the teachers were not given due importance.
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3. The share of expenditure spending by the Government
was not enough for upliftment of primary education in Assam.

4. Enrolment of girls lags far behind due to gender
discrimination. Earlier girls had been prohibited to go out and
learn in the schools as they had to work at home or look after
their younger ones.

5. Child labour was also one of the major obstacles.

6. Illiterate and ignorant parents were another problem of
primary education in Assam.

7. Defective teaching learning process makes learning
difficult and unattractive for student which increases the dropout
rates of primary school students.

Undoubtedly, a large number of measures had been
taken, different Acts passed and several schemes were launched
to achieve the goal of UEE. As a result, remarkable progress
has been achieved. Several defects are wiped out with the help
of different measures. However, there remain some loopholes in
the process. For the improvement of primary education in
Assam the following measures can be taken-

1. Teachers should be provided with better scales of pay
so that talented youths are attracted towards the profession of
teaching.

2. Good infrastructure and better facilities should be
provided to improve the condition of existing primary schools.

3. Participation of parents must be encouraged in the
educational programmes so that they may give proper attention
to the education of their children.

4. School management committees should be formed with
competent and active members.

5. Students should be encouraged to be regular in
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schools.

6. Provisions should be made to reward and acknowledge
students with healthy habits.

7. Different activities should be organized for children
from time to time to make school hours interesting, at the same
time fulfil different types of their needs.

8. Most importantly, every possible step should be taken
to improve and maintain the standard of primary education. Only
quantitative progress can never be enough for the society.
Conclusion

From the above analysis, we come into conclusion that
primary education has been given a high priority since
independence in Assam. All possible efforts have been made to
achieve the goal of universalisation of elementary education and
eradicate the problem of illiteracy for good. The initiatives taken
by the Government and implementation of new schemes have
brought a ray of hope in primary education in Assam. Different
schemes like Mid-Day Meal, Free uniforms and introduction of
Continuous Evaluation has brought a decreasing dropout
scenario. Moreover, the compulsion of qualifying the Teachers
Eligibility Test (TET) is an important indicator of quality
education. These efforts has been commendably contributed to
a great extend in improving the quality and status of primary
education in Assam. Although, it is very much important to
remember that only quantitative improvement can never be
enough. Improvement in the quality of our education must be
given priority along with the increase in number. Thus, along with
the governmental efforts all the stakeholders like the parents, the
teachers, the schools (Govt. as well as private schools) the
NGOs and the society at large have to work unitedly.
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(ABSTRACT)

The tendency of utopian thought was started during
fourteen to eighteen century in Europe which means to sentiment
of world brotherhood. The word 'Utopia' was used by Sir
Thomas More for the first time as the title of his book published
in 1516 and he initiated the utopian thought (Sharma & Sharma,
119). Thomas More identified some ideal traits of utopian
thought viz. Economic Equality, Co-operation, Education,
Peace, Psychological Wisdom and Political Philosophy. This
paper is an attempt to review the analytical perspective of
Mother Teresa on the ideal traits of utopian thought put
forwarded by Thomas More.
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Introduction

Mother Mary Teresa was born on 26th August, 1910 in
Skopje the capital of North Macedonia. She was an Albanian-
IndianRoman Catholic nun and missionary. She was honoured
in the Catholic Church as Saint Teresa of Calcutta. After living
in Skopje for eighteen years, she moved to Ireland and then to
India, where she lived for rest of her life. She arrived in
Darjeeling, India in 1929 and started to teach at St. Teresa's
School. Mother Teresa took her first religious vows on 24th
May of 1931 and solemn vows on 14th May of 1937 while she
was a teacher at the Loreto convent school in Eastern Calcutta
(IANS, 3 May 2019).

In 1950, Mother Teresa founded a Roman Catholic
religious congregation and named as 'Missionaries of Charity'
which had run by nearly 4,000 nuns and active in 123 countries
(Paul II). The 'Missionaries of Charity' has been working for the
people who are dying of HIV/AIDS, leprosy and tuberculosis;
children primarily need of guidance and counselling as well as
orphanages. So, she suggested to all the members of
‘Missionaries of Charity' to be taken vows of chastity, poverty
and obedience; and also profess a fourth vow- to give
'wholehearted free service to the poorest of the poor'
(Muggeridge 24). Teresa received a number of honours,
including the Roman Magsaysay Peace Prize (1962), the Nobel
Peace Prize (1979), Padma Shri Award (1962), Jawaharlal
Nehru Award for International Understanding (1969) and Bharat
Ratna (1980). She was officially declared to be saint on 4th
September 2016. Her death anniversary on 5" September is
celebrated as feast day. Mother Teresa was named as co-
patrons of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Calcutta along
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with St. Francis Xavier on 6" September 2017.
Objective

To review the Utopian thought of Mother Teresa based
on her perspectives of Economic Equality, Co-operation,
Education, Peace, Psychological Wisdom and Political
Philosophy.
Methodology

The present article is analytical as well as descriptive. This
is primarily based on secondary data. The information and data
are taken from different books, journals, articles & websites.
Mother Teresa and her thought on Economic Equality

Thomas More believed that distribution of equal property
is the best way to remove the economic inequality from the
society and it's resulted in the total absence of greed. According
to him most important principle to achieve economic peace in
life is diminish the desire. Similarly Mother Teresa fought for
economic equality and poverty to sustain the human life. She has
given up all her physical and material comfort in this regard.
According to her there are three kinds of poverty such as-
spiritual poverty, material poverty and virtue of poverty. She
fought hard against spiritual and material poverty and practiced
the virtue of poverty with a kind of holy perfection. In 1994, she
addressed to American people including first lady Hillary Clinton
at National prayer breakfast and taught about moral and spiritual
poverty. In her addressed she noted that rich countries in the
sense of money have been suffering from moral and spiritual
poverty rather than material poverty. The people of rich country
are gradually far from the trust, love and sympathy towards each
other. And it's because of spiritual and moral poverty which
more worse than the material poverty. According to her, the
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success of a society cannot be measured in Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). A people glutted with things and enjoying a
surfeit of goods does not means to successful if we don't have
the peace of heart which coming from loving and doing well to
others. So, she did not just fight against poverty but also lived
with poverty as a virtue. She accepted the poverty as freedom
to do well to others without afraid to lose the valuable things in
life and corrupting desire to acquire things (Christie, 2
September 2016). So, she has mentioned that the most terrible
poverty is loneliness and the feeling of being unloved
(www.goalcast.com).
Mother Teresa and her thought on Co-operation

Thomas More believed in mutual co-operation in his
Utopian thought. According to him the members of society lived
in perfect co-operation does not need to any contract,
conditions and compromise. Instead of Thomas More, Mother
Teresa accepted the love and brotherhood as the roots of co-
operation. She said we must all strive to fight against the lack
of love. And we must keep in mind that lack of love is the
greater evil in life (Christie, 2™ September 2016). She strongly
believed that love is the most powerful weapon which can
actually conquer the world. The teaching of love to each other
has tremendous impact on pleasure co-operation and the entire
world must to be believed that because if there is something the
world requires today and in future it is love to each other. We
all have one life to live and we must to do what we can do to
others (Shetty, 5™ September 2016). Mother Teresa noted, let
us always meet each other with a big smile because it is the
beginning of love, beginning of life to live with pleasure, beginning
of life to live for others (Scott, 24). We do not need bullets and
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shells to bring peace, we need love and compassion. We can
spread love everywhere we can go; let no one ever come to us
without leaving happier (www.goalcast.com). If we want to love,
we must learn how to forgive and it's the ultimate way of co-
operation (work together and live together).
Mother Teresa and her thought on Education

In Utopian thought everyone is allowed to sufficient
freedom for education. It's believed that education is the
backbone of mental development. Mother Teresa continued to
teach through her kindness, generosity and unfailing commitment
to her students' education and sought to lead them to a life of
devotion to god. Mother Teresa dedicated her entire life to
serve poor people. She continued to educate her students for
peace, love and self-sacrifice and dedicated herself to serve
those who don't have anyone to look after them (Kathryn, 18).
According to her, education means to bring closeness, trust,
respect and making nearest and dearest with others. As educator
teachers must precisely concern on opening the students' young
mind to new horizons, inspiring to discover a world of endless
possibilities because young heart are generous by nature; so
motivating them is one of the most powerful tools to help their
progress and thrive. She teaches her students to be faithful in
small things because it enhances the strength (Catholic Diocese
of Cleveland, 7™ September 2016). Developing a strong hearts
which rooted on beautiful virtues does not take place in
overnight. We cannot expect that click on enter icon is
comprehensively happening to attain strong heart. There is surely
no instant recipe, no quick path, no magic touch to attain it.
Teacher and parents have to be performed beautiful and
exceptional duty to inspire the young students. Definitely, there
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cannot be true education without the steady and tireless
education of the heart (Catholic Diocese of Cleveland, 7"
September 2016). She added the quote of St John Bosco on
education 'Education is a matter of the heart' (Kralj, 12"
Septembe 2017).

Mother Teresa and her thought on Peace

Mother Teresa has been awarded the Nobel peace prize
in 1979 for her tremendous work on human community
especially for those people who don't have anyone to look after
them. She dedicated her life to spread love and peace to each
other. Mother Teresa believed that the fruit of silence is prayer;
the fruit of prayer is faith; the fruit of faith is love; the fruit of
love is service; the fruit of service is peace (Salazar, 23" August
2010). According to her world is exist today and forever only
because of love, compassion and peace. Peace begins with a
smile. She suggested everyone to try at least five times in a day
to make a smile someone; it open the way of peace today, for
tomorrow and forever. So, according to her let us glow with the
peace of God and lighting the world in the hearts of all men, all
hatred and love for power. Today, if we have no peace, it is
because we have forgotten that we belong to each other. We
are diminishing the sweetest relations of brother, sister, mother,
father and more importantly mankind and nature (Williams, 201-
204).

Mother Teresa quoted 'peace and war begin at home. If
we truly want peace in the world, let us begin by loving one
another in our own families. If we want to spread joy, we need
for every family to have joy'. She criticized the expenditure of
money to installation of weapon for so-called security of nations
and quoted "today, nations put too much effort and money into
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defending their borders. They do not concern about the poverty
and the suffering that exist in the countries where those
bordering on destitution live. If they would only defend these
defenceless people with food, shelter and clothing, I think the
world would be a happier place". She believed everyone has
something to offer and that is love and peace. The destitute
must know that we love them, that they are wanted. They
themselves have nothing to give but love. This is the ultimate gift
in life. We must be concerned with how to get this gift of love
and peace. We can bring it to the world through our work
(https://www.scu.edu/mcae/architects-of-peace/Teresa/
essay.html). She quoted "I am not sure exactly what heaven will
be like, but I know that when we die and it comes time for God
to judge us, he will not ask, how many good things have you
done in your life?; rather he will ask, how much love did you
put into what you did? At the end of life we will not be judged
by how many diplomas we have received how much money we
have made, how many great things we have done.We will be
judged by 'T was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, |
was naked and you clothed me. I was homeless, and you took
me in'. It's not how much we give but how much love we put
into giving" (https://www.goodreads.com/author/ quotes/838305.
Mother_Teresa).
Mother Teresa and her thought on Psychological Wisdom
James Harrington started his Utopian thought based on
Psychology of human being. According to him the people having
psychological wisdom and ability must be given as leader along
with higher status in society. He criticised the traditional practice
that economically rich people are considered to be a leader and
wiser. So he suggested that the administrator must have
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psychological wisdom and ability and must be elected by
intellectual delegates.

It was big interest of social scientists and researchers to
study the psychological perspectives of Mother Teresa. A study
has conducted by Zagano & Gillespie (52-75) to find out
whether Mother Teresahad faced clinical depression. They used
the "The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorder
(DSM-IV-TR; 4th Edition) to determine the clinical depression
of Mother Teresa. So, they identified some psychological
symptoms that need to be diagnosis viz. constant depression
mood, lack of pleasure/enjoyment in most activities, abnormal
weight loss, sleeplessness or over sleeping, daily fatigue, daily
feelings of worthlessness or excessive inappropriate guilt and
diminish ability to think or concentrate or indecisiveness. It has
been seen only two symptoms with Mother Teresa such as-
daily feelings of worthlessness or excessive inappropriate guilt
and diminishes ability to think or concentrate or indecisiveness
instead of all the identified psychological behaviour. Both the
symptoms attached to her relationship with God in prayer. In
this regard she quoted "I call, I cling, I want-and there is no
One to answer-no One on Whom I can cling-no, No One-
Alone. The darkness is so dark-and I am alone-Unwanted
forsaken-The loneliness-of the heart that wants love is
unbearable-Where is my faith?-even deep down right in there
is nothing, but emptiness & darkness-My God-how painful is
this unknown pain. It pains without ceasing-I have no faith...."
(Teresa 2 & 198). Mother Teresa's statements regarding human
life suggested that she experienced 'spiritual struggles' (Zagano
& Gillespie, 59). Pargament et al. (713-730) defined 'spiritual
struggles' as "marked by expression of pain, anger, fear, doubt
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and confusion- all sign of a spiritual system under strain and
influx. In short, it also is defined as efforts to conserve or
transform a spirituality that has been threatened". They also
described three types of 'spiritual struggles' viz. Interpersonal,
Intrapersonal and Divine. Interpersonal struggles are
characterized by conflicts with someone's friends, family and
congregations. Despite of the difficulties surrounding the
establishment of her religious congregation but it has not been
seen such conflict on Mother Teresa. Intrapersonal 'spiritual
struggles' are those filled with doubt and uncertainty about
spiritual matters where in one questions the ultimate value of his
or her religious traditions. The Intrapersonal 'spiritual struggles'
also does not seem to fit Mother Teresa completely, since there
are no indications found that she is questioning her Christian
beliefs or Catholic tradition. The third one is divine 'spiritual
struggles' and these are characterized by tension between the
individual and the divine. Psychological literature of Mother
Teresa indicates that divine 'spiritual struggles' are often occurs
in her respond to pain and suffering. Certainly Mother Teresa
witnessed the enormous suffering that drew her out of the
comfortable confines of her Lorento convent and school
(Pargament et al. 713-730). However, it is possible that her
divine spiritual struggles may have been influenced in earlier
event in her life but after vowed she was never on the verge of
emotional collapse (Pargament et al. 713-730). So, she quoted
"The place of God in my soul is blank, I just long & long for
God...He does not want me....." (Teresa 2 & 198).
Mother Teresa and her thought on Political Philosophy

It is clear that the political philosophy was not daily
concern of Mother Teresa. She was never tried to understand
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mechanism of political theology. Instead, she was mostly
interested on social theology but Teresa often provides keys for
understanding and interpreting the social and political realities
through her means of life and living. She was never offering a
theoretical basis (knowledge) that gears the understanding of
political life and religious aspects which can be used in politics.
But she always presented and highlighted the necessary
principles of equal rights, opportunities and provisions. Further
she emphasized on production, money and business that
relevance to offering as an act of fulfilment of the human being
(Marius, & Morariu, 4™ August 2020). Mother Teresa had a
vision to up gradation of slum life. So she added that if
politicians deeply concerned to up gradation of slum life by
strictly think about the citizens and their priorities it would be
definitely represent a great step forward. Indirectly, Mother
Teresa has suggested it by her service in entire life. Furthermore,
the political philosophy of Mother Teresa can be analysed by
three perspective viz., 1. Culture of gratitude 1i. Real love for the
poor and iii. Commitment to peace (Marius & Morariu, 4®
August, 2020). Mother Teresa believed that the potential
strategy to build a relation is promotes the culture of gratitude.
And if the competent political groups practice the culture of
gratitude it would constitute a real solution of economic and
social inequalities. Other hand, Mother Teresa mentioned real
love for poor. According to her real love means spreading joy
and happiness all around the world. She tried her best to
accomplish real love and avoid such a situation which can
interrupted joy and happiness. She mentioned 'we don't want to
get involved in politics. The only thing we want is to do our
work for Christ the real lover'. Mother Teresa didn't agree with
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assist to poor and needy people as an exclusive responsibility
of the state government only rather she argued that it is the
responsibility of each and every one of us. In her political
philosophy of the commitment to peace refers the understanding
of a political co-operation. According to her commitment to
peace is related to human soul and it is more important to make
people understand the act of offering which makes someone feel
a real human being. Other hand she mentioned that poverty is
the key factor to interrupted peace. So she worked to diminish
the poverty and asked to political community to work with
potential model for political reinforcement. Diminish the poverty
is not only a moral principle, but it can and should be used in
the economic perspective as well as a political function, where
it can change mental attitudes and even constitute the basis for
a new system built on mutual help and reciprocity (Marius &
Morariu, 4™ August, 2020).
Conclusion

The brief analysis of utopian thought of Mother Teresa
shows that all her perspectives have a remarkable contribution
to human community. She has worked in her entire life for
peace, love, compassion, gratitude and diminishing the poverty.
Her understanding of economic equality, co-operation,
education, peace, human behaviour and political ideology are
more important to succeed in solving crises of poverty, social
problems and regain the political credibility for the citizens.
Therefore, her ideas are certainly examples of a deep
understanding of work together, live together and joy forever.
Here, author would like conclude by the words that Mother
Teresa spoke while receiving the Novel Peace Prize in 1979.
And these words are the diamond pieces to represent her
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Utopian thought- "And so today, let us here make a strong
resolution: We are going to save every little child, every unborn
child, give them a chance to be born. ... Let us all pray that we
have the courage to stand by the unborn child, and give the child
an opportunity to love and to be loved, and I think with God's
grace we will be able to bring peace in the world" (Anderson,
9" January 2016).
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(ABSTRACT)

Growing consciousness among the different ethnic groups
about their distinct identity has become an important
phenomenon in today's Indian society. This has also been a
determining factor in present Indian politics. The Tai Ahoms, one
of the major ethnic community of Assam and the founder of
greater Assam and Assamese society, who ruled for a long
period of six hundred years from 1228 onwards, was not
legging behind in this matter. It is found that the glorious day of
Ahom rule came to an end in 1826 with the Treaty of
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Yandaboo and Assam became the part of the British colonial
regime. During the British rule the Ahoms had lost their earlier
socio-political and economic positions and became less
significant in the region. Having seen this situation, the elite section
of the Tai Ahoms came forward to improve their position and
for that purpose they tried to become organized. Gradually, they
also emphasized to become conscious about their cultural,
linguistic and religious identity. This paper is an attempt to
highlight the growth and development of identity consciousness
among the Tai Ahoms in Assam and the role of Tai Ahom
organizations in protecting the interest of their community in a
systematic way. The attempted paper is both analytical and
descriptive in nature. This study has been undertaken following
historical method of investigation. The secondary sources i.e.
books, journals, periodicals, research articles, newspaper,
website etc. has been used in this study.

Keywords: Identity Question, Ahoms, Socio-Political and
Economic Consciousness, Organizational Approach

Introduction

The state Assam, known as 'Pragjyotisha’ in most ancient
times or 'Kamarupa' in early medieval times was named as
'‘Asom' or 'Assam' after the establishment of the Tai Ahoms rule
in 13th century A.D. due to their valuable contribution to the
land and people of this region.' The Tai Ahoms are an offshoot
of Thai or Sham branch of South East Asia belonging to the
great Mongoloid race. Under the leadership of Sukapha, a
prince of Mau-Lung, they crossed the Patkai hills and
established a kingdom in upper Brahmaputta Valley around
1228 AD. In that course of time the entire region of present
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Assam was divided into some small provinces ruled by different
indigenous people like Morans, Borahies, Kacharis, Chutias etc.
By applying some skillful diplomatic steps, Sukapha was able to
bringing all these provinces into a single administrative unit and
thus enabled to establish a powerful kingdom named 'Mun-Dun-
Sun-Kham' which means the state of golden crops. Thus,
coming under the direct influence and control of Sukapha, the
people of this land began to call the Tai people as Ahom, which
means no one equal to them and the kingdom was called as the
Ahom Kingdom. The Ahom Kingdom in Assam was lasted for
a long period of six hundred years from 1228 to 1826 A.D. In
1826 the glorious day of the Ahoms came to an end with the
Treaty of Yandaboo and Assam became a part of the British
Colonial regime. During the British rule the Tai Ahoms gradually
began to lose their power, position and prestige and became
backward socially, economically and politically as compared to
their earlier days. Since then different steps have been taken by
different Tai Ahom organizations to overcome the backwardness
and to grow the socio-political and economic consciousness
among the Tai Ahoms in Assam. Here an attempt has been
made to examine the growth and development of the question
of identity among the Tai Ahoms in Assam and their socio-
political and economic consciousness in this regard in present
day context.
Objectives

The present paper is an attempt to identify the following
objectives:

i) To explore the development of the question of identity
among the Tai Ahoms in Assam and their socio-political and
economic Consciousness.
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ii) To examine the working of the different Tai Ahoms
organizations in protecting the interest of their community.

111) To highlight the major drawbacks of their approaches
in protecting the interest of their community based upon field
investigation and observation.

Methodology

The present study is both analytical and descriptive in
nature. This study has been undertaken following historical
method of investigation. As part of the historical method, an
extensive emphasis has been given on the glorious day of the
Ahoms regime. Both primary and secondary sources of
information are considered to draw up a logical base of the
paper. As for some primary information, a survey has been
carried out with a bilingual set of questions (English and
Assamese) upon some selected personalities of the community.
The secondary sources of information were collected from
various books, journals, publications, articles, websites etc.
Discussion

The glorious Ahom Kingdom came to an end in Assam
following the signing of Yandaboo Treaty on 24" February, 1826
between the British East India Company and Burmese.
Consequently, Assam was formally handed over to the British
East India Company and thus, Assam became a part and parcel
of the British administration in India. As a result of the
Yandaboo Treaty, not only the rule of Tai Ahom collapsed but
also along with it erstwhile Tai Ahom royal members and their
nobilities lost their power and prestige which they enjoyed for
a long period of six hundred years. Under such situations, it was
quite obvious that the royal family and high official members of
Tai Ahom Kingdom became utterly frustrated and disillusioned.
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Having seen that situation, a section of them even decided to
revive their power and prestige along with their kingdom from
the British domination. For this purpose, they stated to rebellion
against the British rule under the leadership of Gumdhar
Konwar, a young energetic Ahom Prince in November, 1828.2
But, the revolt was failed to reach the goal and Gumdhar
Konwar was caught up and put under imprisonment for fourteen
years.

After the failure of the first revolt created by Prince
Gumdhar konwar, subsequently some other Tai Ahoms rebels
also began anti British activities in order to overthrow their rule
in Assam and restore the Tai Ahom Kingdom in February, 1830.
Among them Pioly Phukon, Jiuran Dulia Boruah, Tipomia
Boruah Paniphukon, Dhanudhor Borgohain, Rupchand Konwar
etc were the prominent. But, like Gumdhar Konwar they also
failed in achieving their desired goal and British government
imprisoned them within a short period of time. Due to the
involvement of such major anti British activities the British
government gave the punishment of hanging to Pioly Phukon and
Jiuram Dulia Boruah. Thus, Pioly Phukon and Jiuram Dulia
Boruah happened to be the first couple of martyrs for the revival
of Tai Ahom Kingdom in Assam.?

During the later part of colonial and early part of post-
colonial period, the emerging Tai Ahoms elite increasingly began
to think that until and unless a novel mechanism was evolved,
their community would continue to decline so far their overall
backwardness and question of identity were concerned. So,
they deeply realized that their overall backwardness could be
dispelled only if they would get themselves mobilized and
organized on the consideration of their language and cultural



214 11 Polity, Economy and Culture of North-East India : Issues and Challenges

identity. From that perspective the Tai Ahoms elite became
conscious and organized themselves as an effective measure of
removing backwardness. As fallout of such kind of deep rooted
perception of identity preservation, number of organizations
among the Tai Ahoms came into appearance in the both pre-
colonial and post-colonial period. Some of the significant
organizations includes - Ahom Sobha (1893), All Assam Ahom
Association (1910), All Assam Ahom Students' Federation
(1944), Tai Historical and Cultural Society of Assam (1955),
Assam Mohan Deodhai Bailung Sanmilan(1962), All Assam Tai
Students' Association (1964),Tai Ahom Mongolia Rajya
Parishad (1987), Purbanchal Tai Sahitya Sabha (1981), Tai
Ahom Students' Union(1988),Tai Ahom Council (1987), Lachit
Sena (2006) etc. All these Tai Ahom organizations have been
struggling since their inception till today in a democratic way for
redressal of their menifold grievances that led to the maintenance
of their separate identity as well as overall development. The
'Ahom Sabha', the first Tai Ahom association in Assam was
formed in 1893 under the leadership of Padmanath Gohain
Boruah at Sibsagar. It was however, subsequently renamed as
the 'All Assam Ahom Association' in 1910. Initially the Ahom
Sabha leadership raised the demands for the studentship and
reservation of seats for the Tai Ahom candidates while giving
appointment in the government services and local civic bodies.
With the passage of time, the Ahom Sabha went on extending
the number as well as nature of their demands for the interest
of their community. Coming under the pressure of Ahom Sabha
the British Indian government recognized the Tai Ahom
community as a minority community by introducing the separate
electorate system for them in Indian Council Act of 1909 and
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1919. But, the recognition of Tai Ahom community as a minority
Community was abolished in the subsequent Act of 1935.
However, after that experience, the Tai Ahoms elites realized
that their multifold interests could be protected only if adequate
representation of their community in the Assam Provincial
Legislature is ensured.

Having seen this situation, the Ahoms leadership decided
to evolve an alternative plan of formulating a secessionist
demand of sovereign independent state for Assam as a modified
form of their consciousness. Perhaps they realized that in the
sovereign state of Assam the Tai Ahoms would be in a
convenient position to revive their backwardness and hence they
would be capable of restoring their lost power and prestige. For
this purpose they even made an effort to bringing all the
mongoloid communities under the same umbrella that culminated
the formation of 'All Assam Mongoloid Tribes and Races
Federation' in October, 1944.* The basic objective of the
organization is to strengthen the force of Tai Ahoms to work for
their interest in collaboration with other mongoloid groups.

Significantly, on the eve of independence the members of
the 'All Assam Ahom Association' wanted to initiate some
effective measures to challenge the hegemonic position of the
Assamese upper class (Varnahindu) dominated 'Congress Party
of Assam'. As part of this hidden agenda they joined hand with
some regional leaders and organizations like Tea Labours or
workers and formed a new political party named as 'All
People's Party', popularly known as the 'Sarba Dal' in May,
1948.5 Although the People's Party had a big potentiality to
emerge as strong political force, it miserably failed to play a
major role in the contemporary politics of Assam. The congress
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party had been successful in creating defection inside the All
People's Party especially by accommodating its front-ranking
leader named Surendranath Buragohain (Secretary) in the
congress party in 1949. This was happened just after one year
of the formation of All People's Party which can be regarded as
a great setback in the development process of the Tai Ahoms.

Another important development in the history of Tai
Ahom politics was that during this period of time almost all the
Tai Ahom organizations consciously or unconsciously got involve
in the politics of Assam by demanding the reservation of seats
of the Assam Legislative Assembly as well as Parliament for Tai
Ahom candidates so that they able to ventilate their interest on
the floor of the law-making body. But, in due course of time,
a section of Tai Ahom community became dissatisfied with the
demand and they rather went to the extent of demanding a
separate Tai Ahom state compromising the undivided Sibsagar
and Lakhimpur district of Assam (presently Seven districts of
upper Assam viz Sibsagar, Golaghat, Jorhat, Tinsukia, Dibrugarh,
Lakhimpur and Dhemaji ). In order to get this demand realised
three Tai Ahom organizations viz. 'All Assam Ahom Association',
'Ahom Tai Rajya Parisad' and 'Mongoloid National Front' got
merge into a single whole that came to be known as 'Ahom Tai
Mongoloid Rajya Parisad' in 1967.% It constantly raised their
demand for the formation of a separate state for the people of
Tai Ahom. But they failed to convince the Centre in this regard
for which this demand has now been a utopia.

However, on the eve of mid-term parliamentary election
of 1971 as a part of their political strategies Ahom Tai
Mongoloid Rajya Parisad (ATMRP) decided to contest the
election. The ATMRP leadership also decided to rename their
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outfit as the 'Ujoni Asom Rajya Parisad' (UARP) in 1971 and
fielded total eleven candidates in the Assembly Election of 1972
from the different constituencies especially in the Upper Assam.
Out of the eleven candidates only one, Janoki Nath Handique
from Sonari constituency was elected. Similarly, in the
parliamentary election of 1971, the Ujoni Asom Rajya Parisad
(UARP) nominated three Tai Ahom candidates in Dibrugarh,
Sibsagar and Lakhimpur but unfortunately no one of them got
elected. In subsequent elections too, the Ujoni Asom Rajya
Parisad (UARP) did not able to fight successfully which led
them to abandon their demand of Tai Ahom state gradually and
steadily.” More particularly the Ujoni Asom Rajya Parisad
(UARP) became weak when their front ranking leaders decided
to make alliance with national party like the 'Janata Dal' and
eventually merged with the Congress Party. Most importantly it
was found that with the emergence of Hiteswar Saikia, a Tai
Ahom leader as chief minister, a section of the UARP joined the
Congress party hoping a high portfolio in the party as well as
in the government. These kinds of unhealthy development
ultimately lead their party or organization to be collapsed. With
the collapse of the UARP, the demand of the Tai Ahom state
automatically disappeared and thus an era of the Tai Ahom
politics came to an end.

Generally, it is observed that language plays an important
role in generating the sense of generic identity. That is why in the
last decades of 20" century in Assam, different ethnic groups of
the state began to mobilize the people in other to protect,
cultivate as well as develop their respective language. The Tai
Ahom community was also not an exception in this context.
Numbers of Tai Ahom organization took initiative for revival and



2 1 8 Il Polity, Economy and Culture of North-East India : Issues and Challenges

cultivation of Tai language in a systematic way. The 'Ban Ok
Pup Lik Mioung Tai' (Purbanchal Tai Sahitya Sabha) a literary
organization of Tai Ahom (1981) was an important one in this
regard. This organization subsequently became a common
literary platform of all Tai people throughout the North Eastern
region which makes their linguistic demand more effective with
a broader organizational base.® Significantly, the 'Ban Ok Pup
Lik Mioung Tai' has been playing a strong role to promote the
Tai language and grow consciousness among the Tai Ahom
people of the region.

As the nationalist or anti-colonial struggle was nearing to
the threshold of independence, the Tai Ahom community more
especially their student community became conscious of the
student problem as well as the problem of their society as a
whole. As a result of this, they started to organize the Tai Ahom
students that culminated in the formation of the 'All Assam Tai
Ahom Students Federation' (AATASF) in 1944. But,
unfortunately this organization became unsuccessful in generating
consciousness among the Tai Ahom students. Following the
legacy left by the AATASF after twenty years of its appearance,
another organization came into existence in 1964 known as 'All
Assam Tai Students Association' (AATSA). The AATSA was
not only concerned with the problems of their student community
but also for the greater interest of the Tai Ahom Community as
a whole.” Unfortunately, they began to lose credibility and
popularity due to lack of popular base and efficient leadership
which eventually led to collapse. Another student organization the
'All Tai Ahom Students Union' (ATASU) came into existence on
14" July, 1988 at Charaideo. The basic objectives of the
ATASU are to fulfill the academic problem of Tai Ahom students
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along with other problems of the community such as socio-
political, economic, cultural etc. In 24" February, 2006 a new
worked force popularly known as 'Veer Lachit Sena' was also
founded under the purview of ATASU inspired by the ideology
of Chaulung Sukapha to fight against the evils that have crept
into the Assamese society.'” A nine member Central Committee
of Veer Lachit Sena took their oath at the burial ground of
legendary Ahom general Lachit Borphukan at Holungapara on
the outskirts of Jorhat town. From their inception both the
organizations are working together for the enrichment of their
community in particular and solving different issues of the state
in general.
Major Drawbacks

From the field survey it is found that there are some major
drawbacks through which different organizational approaches
made by the Tai Ahoms could not achieve its goals. One basic
problem in this context is the existence of intra-conflict within the
leaders or community members regarding various issues.
Moreover, other problems include both the state and central
government's unwillingness to fulfill the desired demands,
growing political differences among the community members,
opposition of some specific demands of the Ahoms by the other
communities of state etc.!' In addition to this inactive people
centric-relationship of the leaders, use of the leadership as a
platform of power acquisition, politicalization of the ethnicity ,
absence of proper short term and long term strategies for their
interest etc can also be considered as major drawbacks in their
approaches. It is also mentionable that sometimes it seems the
Tai Ahoms leaders give more attention for their personal gain
rather than the greater interest of the community. Similarly, no
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special initiative has been undertaken to preserve their culture,
tradition, rituals, customs, etc among the young generation of the
community. Thus, it is observed that some realistic approaches
are highly needed to short out all the obstacles for truly achieving
their demands or goals.
Conclusion

In conclusion, it is observed that the elite section and the
students of the Tai Ahoms come forward to remove their socio-
political and economic backwardness by growing consciousness
among the community and for that purpose they organize
themselves in different ways. Now-a-days, they also become
more conscious about their cultural, linguistic and religious
identity as well as dignity. Recently, the Tai Ahom organizations
have raised various demands in front of the both state and
central governments for the development of their community
along with the demand of inclusion of Tai Ahom community into
the Six Schedule of the Indian constitution. Significantly, due to
the growing importance as well as pressure given by the different
Tai Ahom organizations, the governments have taken some steps
to fulfil their demands. In this way the Tai Ahom community is
able to create consciousness about their distinct identity among
themselves and also has played a major role in the politics of
Assam by forming different organizations for their interest. Now,
the question is that due to some drawbacks, how long all these
attempts will be able to protect the identity and dignity of the
Tai Ahom Community in the coming days? In that situation the
ground reality which should be remembered by each and every
member of the community is that the leaders or organisations of
the Tai Ahoms will have to work in a more organized and holistic
way to reach their desired goal in near future. Moreover, a
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greater cultural revolution of their own should be initiated by
them among the community so that they will be able to get the
required strength as well as confidence of their journey.
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'Saktism' or "Worship of Mother
Goddess' in Ancient Assam with
Special Reference to 'Malinithan'

Ms. Chitralekha Phukan

(ABSTRACT)

Assam, known as 'Pragjyotisha’ in most ancient times or
‘Kamarupa' in early medieval times is an important part of India
having its various socio-cultural groups. People from different
ethnic groups lived in this area since the very early days and
they observed different customs and traditions following their
own rites and rituals. In this way various religious groups like
Saivisim, Saktisim, Tantricism, Buddhisim (Bajrayana) etc were
prevalent in the ancient Assamese society along with the
Vaisnavism . The cultural traditions were established base on the
different religions and customs of the people. This paper is an
attempt to give a brief idea on the tradition of 'Saktism' or
‘Worship of Mother Goddess' that existed in ancient Assam.
Here an attempt has also been made to explore the history and
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tradition of Malinithan as an important centre of worship of
Mother Goddess in ancient Assam. Both primary and
secondary sources of information are considered to draw up a
logical base of the paper. Field works, interviews and
observations are made for collecting the primary data of the
work. The secondary sources of information are collected from
various books, magazines, journals, articles, newspapers,
websites etc.

Keywords: Religion, Saktism, Ancient Assam, Malinithan,
Custom and Tradition.

Introduction

The common features of the religious practices of most of
the primitive people may perhaps be termed as fertility cult and
ancestor worship, which later on assumed the form of phallic
worship and headhunting.! The evolution of the cult of fertility,
headhunting and human sacrifice, Mother Goddess, Saktism and
other animistic beliefs laid the foundation of Hinduism.? The
megalithic remains of Ancient Assam, formerly known as
'Pragjyotisha' or 'Kamarupa' are associated with the cult of
fertility and ancestor worship. This remains show that there used
to be a very close relationship between the principles of
ancestor worship and fertility cult. Again fertility cult is closed to
the principles of phallic worship.? Fetishism, which supplied
materials for the foundation of Tantricism in ancient Assam, is a
belief in crude magic, associated with objects like stones and
trees. It lay at the root of religious system not only of the non-
Aryans, but also of the Hindus in general.* Fetishism, which lay
the root of the various cults in ancient Assam, in the contribution
of the non-Aryans was a popular religious group.’ Thus various
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religious groups like Vaishnavism, Saivisim, Saktisim , Tantricism,
Buddhisim (Bajrayana) etc are prevalent in the ancient Assamese
society.® The Cultural traditions were established base on the
above mentioned religions. Here an attempt has been made to
give a brief idea on the tradition of Saktism or worship of
Mother Goddess that existed in ancient Assam. This paper is
also an attempt to explore the history and tradition of Malinithan
as an important centre of worship of Mother Goddess in ancient
Assam.

Objectives

The present paper is an attempt to identify the following
objectives:

1. To explore the history of the tradition of Saktism or
worship of Mother Goddess in Ancient Assam.

2. To highlight the history, culture and tradition of the
Malinithan as a centre of worship of Mother Goddess in Ancient
Assam.

Methodology

The work is depends on the following methodologies-

1. Field work has been undertaken to collect myth,
legend in religious place.

2. Interview and personal discussion have been taken
with different persons of Dhemaji and Arunachal Pradesh.

3. Observations in different times have been made on
Malinithan.

4. The unpublished source materials preserved in the
personal library, different institutions have been consulted.

5. The secondary sources of information are collected
from various books, magazines, journals, articles, newspapers,
websites etc.
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Discussion

Saktism is the cult of worshipping a female goddess as
the supreme deity. The deity is variously called such as Devi,
Durga, Kali, Kalika, Kamakhya, Tara, Chandi, Camunda,
Shakambari etc.” Wilson observes: "Assam, or at least the north
east of Bengal, seems to have been in a great degree of the
source from which the Tantric and Sakta corruption of the
religion of the Vedas and the Puranas proceeded.® Traditionally,
Kamarupa has been recognised as the principal centre of the
sakta cult with its chief temple at Kamakhya. According to N.
N. Vasu, the secret of this honour lies in the joint worship of
‘Siva' and 'Sakti' (male and female energy).” It is quite probable
that Siva and Sakti or joint worship of 'Linga' and "Yoni', which
are prevalent among the ancient communities, might form the
basis of Saktism and Tantricism, the origin of which can be
traced in Indus valley civilization, even in the Pre-Vedic period."

Ancient Assam was a very important seat of Saktism.
Traditionally Kamarupa has been recognised as the principal
centre of the Sakta cult with the chief temple of Kamakhya. In
the epigraphical records define the prevalence of Saktism in
ancient Assam. In the 'Doobi' plates of Bhaskarvarmana and
‘Nidhanpur' plates signify Skata cult is a popular cult in ancient
Assam.!!

The influence of the Shaktism has noticed in Assam
from the ancient times onwards. According to devi puran written
in 7"-8" century, devi the symbol of 'shakti' had been
worshiped in various places of Kamarupa in various form. In
the Devi Purana, Kamarupa is named along with few others as
the place where the Devi always remains in different forms and
Kamakhya temple distinctly named as a place of residence of
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the Goddess.'” A clear and detailed picture of Saktism in early
Assam cannot, however, be traced to authentic historical
records. For this we are to depend mainly on the Puranas and
Tantras produced during that time. The Kalika Purana and Yogini
Tantra are two of the early Sakta treaties of Assam, which are
regarded as authorities in Saktism in India.

The Goddess has a dreadful conception also. In this form,
she was popularly known as Kecaikhati (eater of the raw flesh)
because she was sacrificed human annually at her Sadiya, which
was called Tameswari Devi (the Goddess of the copper
temple).”* B.K. Kakati considers that she is the same Goddess
as Dikkaravasini, the Kalika Puran describes whom as the
presiding deity of north eastern Assam. She is also called
Urgatara.'" B.K. Kakati has also written about the worshipping
of the four forms of the Devi, Mother as Kamakhya, form of
wife Devi Parbati, form of spinster as Tripura and the form of
Kesaikhati as Tameswari.

In this way some scholars believe that 'Malini' as
Malinithan another form of whorship of Devi. The Malinithan
temple is such a frequently visited holy pilgrimage centre of the
north east. A series of archaeological excavations at Malinithan
have exhumed numerous relics of great historical value and
significance. There is a single image of Devi in her Katayayani
form at Malinithan and local people call her 'Malini'. At present
‘Malini' is the presiding deity of this religious holy shrine.
Malinithan as a Centre of Sakti Worship in Ancient
Assam

Malinithan was important place of archaeological
pilgrimage and tourism of North East India. Malinithan is a place
of natural beauty and a centre of various cultural elements. It
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was a cultural heritage of India in the north east in the remote
past. Probably from early medieval period, the people of the
region had made an attempt to build a cultural bridge between
the hill and plain. The ruins of Malinithan come into light and
record in the early twenties of 20" Century A.D."

Malinithan is situated on a hillock of about 21 meters
height at the foot hills of Likabali sub division in West Siang
district of the central parts of Arunachal Pradesh bordering the
state of Assam. It is only one kilometre away from the
Silapathar- Along (Aalo) road. The mighty river Brahmaputra is
flowing about five kilometres away from the sacred complex.
The place is located on 94041/25// north latitude and 28/38/34/
east longitude. It occupies a position from cohere the hill decent
into the plains.'

Literary or any inscriptional records did not speak of the
origin of Malinithan. The term 'Malini' is female name. The
name 'Malini' is found in the various Hindu scriptures. The
Mahabharata 'Malini' is used to donate the name of rivers of
Himalayas."” In the same way it is found the mother's name of
Rakshasa king Vivisan was 'Malini'. Darpaudi , wife of the
Pandavas was also known by the name of 'Malini'. Besides
these, the Tantras also cite the name 'Malini' to denote the
Goddess Durga.'®

But due to lack of trustworthy sources no one can say
definitely how and when Malinithan was established and grown
to the present form of temple of Likabali. Even the extent
literature such as Kalikapuran, Yogini Tantra did not mention
about Malinithan. The Ahom Buranji or Chronicles and other
records also maintain complete silence about Malinithan. In later
time while for the first time the temple ruins of Likabali came to
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the notice of local people and during that time same priests,
saint or religious minded people associated various legend with
those temple ruins as the other holy place of the country.'
According to the popular legend the king 'Bhismak' of
Bhismaknagar had a beautiful daughter named 'Rukmin'i. Having
heard the successful exploits and personality of Lord Krishna,
'Rukmini' fell in love of Krishna and wanted him as her husband.
Lord Krishna was also equally interested for her beauty and
love. But Rukmini's eldest brother 'Rukma’ arranged his sister's
marriage with 'Shisupal’, who was the king of Chedi. When
'Rukmini' came to know about her marriage with Shisupal, she
expressed her aversion to it and prevailed upon her father to
somehow stop it. But 'Rukma’ did not pay attention to the
wishes of his sister and went to ahead with proposal.*® Realising
the futility of any persuasion, 'Rukmini' sent royal priest
'‘Bedanidhi' to 'Dwaraka’ with a letter inviting Krishna to
'Kundilnagar®' to rescue her before it was too late. Accordingly,
Kirishna arrived along with 'Bedanidhi' at Kundilnagaron the day
which happened to be the day of Rukmini's marriage with
‘Shisupal' and on reaching the venue of the marriage, Krishna
carried 'Rukmini' away in his chariot to Dwaraka. This was
great humiliation for 'Rukma' and being a great warrior he tried
to stop him. But, Krishna easily defeated Rukma and married
'Rukmini' at Kundilnagar. After the marriage 'Rukmini' and Lord
Krishna on their way back to 'Dwaraka' rested here at the
present temple premise of Malinithan where Mahadeva and
Parvati were in meditation. On seeking both Lord Krishna and
'Rukmini', Parvati offered beautiful garlands of flowers and they
wished newly married couple. Lord Krishna was very pleased
with this and he addressed her as 'Malini' (Mistress of the
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garden). He also told that she would be honoured as 'Malini' and
temple will be constructed in her name to be known as 'Malini'
where she would be the presiding daily. That way the place
came to be known as Malinithan. Then onwards the people of
the region used to offer Parvati in her Dasabhuja Mahishmardini
Durga form.”

Another version of the legend is that the marriage took
place at Malinithan and was attended by various Gods and
Goddesses. Siva and Parvati also were present there and in
front of their gracious presence Krishna and Rukmini exchanged
their garlands (mala) consequently this holey place became
famous as Malinithan.”

The Kalika Purana composed is about 10" century A.D.
in Assam had mention of a pithasthana or holy place to the east
of Kamakhya. It is said that Lord Siva in the course of his
wondering about the whole world with the corpse of Sati
created imbalance in the cosmic order. Lord Vishnu wanted to
stop him and with his chakra cut the body of Sati into fifty one
pieces. Each of the places where these fifty one pieces of Sati's
body had fallen was converted into a holy place or Saktipitha.
It is believed that the head fell somewhere near at Akasi Ganga,
a water channel in the hill located 7 km. upon the hill from
Malinithan** where devotees come for a holy bath specially in
the time Makar Sankranti. Thus Malinithan became one of the
Saktipithas.

According to another popular legend a 'Malini' (garden
lady) fell in the love with Lord Siva. Then Lord Siva's wife
Parvati became angry and cursed her. After that 'Malini' lost her
head. One headless female figure has been discovered at
Malinithan. Most probably her head portion is destroyed or may
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be the deity was sculptured according to the myth to resample
the cursed headless 'Malini'.”
Historical Perspective of the Malinithan

Malinithan is a sacred complex where assimilation of
different cultural traits both indigenous and external took place.
Temple architect and sculpture speak about the admixture of
different architects, sculptors and masons who came from other
parts of the country.” But there is no absolute archaeological
evidence like inscription and of any form of written records to
establish the proof who and when the monument was build and
when these structure tumbled down. Even the extant literature
such as the Kalika Purana, Yogini Tantra did not provide any
clue about Malinithan. Besides the Ahom Buranji or Chronicles
to Vaishnavite literature and other fragmentary record also
maintain complete silence about Malinithan. Thus it proves that
the Malinithan temple authorship is certainly pre-Ahom. There
are a few scholars who believe that there existed once, a Hindu
kingdom in the extreme north eastern part of Assam. But such
a view does not appear to hold good in the absence of any
trustworthy evidence as such. The construction of permanent
nature building or stone structured was first started in Kamarupa
by the Varmana Rules. The materials at hand ascribed to the
Varmanas of Kamarupa go to say that their rule lasted for about
three centuries starting from the 4™ Century AD to the end of
the 7" Century AD.”

The scholars of Assam architectural history have traced at
a few notable features as regards to the earliest stone works of
Assam. According to them complete stone works, use of hard
ended stone, use of iron damps or straps and dowel as blinding
materials, square temple plains and less ornamental decoration
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were the main characters of Varmana's architecture. In the above
mentioned features only two are applicable is respect of
Malinithan. The first one is complete stone works and the
second is used of iron dowels and damps as binding materials
but this is not sufficient to arrive at the conclusion that the
Malinithan was the work of Varmanas of Kamarupa.?®
Therefore, some scholars have tried to proved that the
construction work of the Malinithan was took place during the
Pala dynasty. Another group of scholars have also opined that
this monuments complex was built in the reign of Chutia
Kingdom. But, these opinions are not accepted by all due to
insufficient evidence.

Distinctiveness of the Malinithan

The Malinithan was not a single temple, it is series of
temple because in around the main temple base as many as three
temples base have been exposed. Therefore, it is presumed that
is may be a temple complex.”” Malinithan is not only important
form the archaeological point of view but it also has its impact
on the social, cultural and economic aspect of the people of the
region.

The traditional worship pattern or animistic form of
worship is an important aspect of Malinithan, which is
considered as unique feature of it. Controversy is still going on
regarding the worship of God and Goddess at Malinithan. The
Goddess 'Malini' was not found in any ancient religious tradition
of Assam. So it is not clear that whether Goddess 'Malini' is
Goddess Durga or any other form of Goddess.

It is assumed that from the ancient time the worship of
Basanti Durga puja is held at Malinithan following some rituals.
It is worth mentioning that the worship of Basanti Durga puja
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is the oldest form of worship in the tradition of Durga Puja. The
people coming from different parts of the north east India also
offer their worship to different images of Gods and Goddesses
like Surya, Indra, (God of heaven) Kartikeya (son of Siva) etc.
which are scattered in that place. The Adi people believed that
the Goddess which is seated inside the Malinithan is 'Pupani’
(divine mother).* Sometimes it is also assumed that the tradition
of Linga puja, Yoni puja and Kumaripuja are also followed at
Malinithan. The sitting position of the female (Goddess) image
has indicated of such type of believe or assumption, which is
closely related with the Kumari puja. At the top of the hills
where Malinithan is situated, a small temple known as
Rukminithan is also built. Although no priest is there people or
devotees come to that temple and offer coins for fulfilment of
their wishes.’!
Conclusion

In conclusion it can be stated that Malinithan was an
important religious as well as archaeological centre of the North
East India. It had played a significant role in the religious
tradition of ancient Assam. Particularly, in the tradition of
Saktism or worship of Mother Goddess along with the temple
of Kamakhya, the Malinithan was also one of the important
Saktipitha in Ancient Assam. One of the significant features of
this holy shrine is that it is a series of architectural complex
which provides historical source of ancient Assam as well as
whole north east India. It is observed that the scholars give
different opinions regarding its establishment as a religious shrine.
Many legends describe that this shrine was patronised by ancient
ruling dynasties of Assam. Controversy is still going on in this
regard. However, the fact is that the Malinithan has been
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maintaining its traditional glory as a holly shrine in this particular

region in spite of the influence of recent globalization process.

It has also influenced to a great extent the social, economic and

cultural life of the people of this region in particular and the

whole north east in general.
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Problems and Prospects of the

Children in Tea Garden Areas

of Assam: A Study on Kondoli
Tea Estate

Riju Laskar

(ABSTRACT)

Tea plantation is an intensive agro-based industry of
Assam. Although production and cultivation of tea in Assam is
increasing substantially over a period time, the condition of tea
garden labourer including the children is not improving. They
have never received proper attention in the developmental
process. The children in the tea garden areas face lot of
challenges in every field. In this paper, an attempt will be made
to look into the issues and challenges of the children in the tea
garden areas of Assam. We will also discuss some
Governmental policies regarding them and will find some means
and ways to develop them. Both primary and secondary sources
of data have been used in the study. The study after considering
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all the issues reveals that the development of the children is
utmost necessary in the tea garden areas of Assam.
Keywords: Children, Challenges, Development, Government,
Tea Plantation.

Introduction

In recent times, development of the Children has become
a subject of a great concern. The process of all round
development of a society is incomplete without the development
of the Children. In fact the progress of a nation is inevitably
linked with social, political, economic and also moral
development of the Children of the country. Now, the Children
in the tea garden areas of Assam are facing a lot of problems
in their lives. The tea garden labourers of Assam are living with
numerous problems and challenges since ages. Children
constitute the most crucial part of human and social life.
Survival, development and growth of a child have to be looked
at in a proper manner. There have to be balanced linkages
between education, health and nutrition for proper development
of a child. The tea garden community is deprived of their every
right. Poverty, ignorance and illiteracy rank high among them.
There is a lack of school and hospital facilities. The Children are
dropped out from their schools. There is an unhygienic living
condition in their colonies which are called as labour lines. They
often suffer from malnutrition. There are also problems like
Child labour, Child trafficking, Substance abuse etc. Therefore,
the Children in the tea garden areas have to face many
challenges in their lives. So there is a need for an all-round
development of those Children and their problems should be
solved. An attempt is being made to examine the all above
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mentioned issues associated with the Children in the tea garden
areas of Assam.
Objectives

1.To understand the problems faced by the children in the
tea garden areas of Assam.

2. To examine the role of the Government.

3. To find out some means or ways to develop the
Children.
Methodology

The study is based on the data and information that are
collected from both primary and secondary sources. We have
done field surveys which were conducted in the two tea estates
in Nagaon district of Assam. Personal interviews are conducted
to know their problems. Besides, various data have been
collected from articles, books, newspapers, journals and other
literature. A random sampling method has been used in this study.
Discussion

Children are the indispensable part of a social system.
They comprise of a large part of the tea garden community.
Now we are going to discuss the issues and challenges of the
Children in the Tea Garden areas of Assam. The people in tea
garden areas with their poor economic and social conditions are
very much discriminated and dominated. The labourers are the
backbone of tea industry. But they face severe problems in every
field. Here, I have done a field study to realize the problems
of the Children in tea garden areas.
Study Area

My study area is Kondoli tea estate located near the
Kondoli hill of Nagaon district of Assam. Kondoli tea estate has
four sub divisions i.e. Kondoli, Sukimbari, Tapitjuri and
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Rengbeng. We will study on

only two of them which are

Kondoli tea estate and Sukimbari tea estate.
Table 1 Major Health Problems Faced By the Children

SUKIMBARI TEA ESTATE

KONDOLI TEA ESTATE

Gastric =45% Diarrhea =47%
Anemia =23% Jaundice =21%
Malaria = 8% Anemia = 9%
Jaundice = 9% Malaria = 8%
Asthma = 12% Asthma = 13%
Mental problem = 3% Typhoid =2%

Table 2 Educational Institutions

Tea Estates| Primary | Upper Primary/ | College |Private School/

School |Higher Secondery College
Sukimbari 1 Nil Nil 1
Kondoli 1 Nil Nil Nil

Table 3: Health Centre

TEA ESTATES HEALTH CENTRE REMARKS

SUKIMBARI Primary Health Centre Partly operational

KONDOLI Dispensary

Partly operational

Table 4: Electricity Supply

TEA ESTATES ELECTRICITY SUPPLY %

SUKIMBARI 60%

KONDOLI 40%

The plantation workers never get a proper wage for their
work and therefore their socio-economic condition is very poor.
There is high level of malnutrition along with other health
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complications such as Anemia, TB, Gastric, Diarrhea, Typhoid
etc. among the Children. We can see this in Tablel. They are
lagging behind the process of urbanization as well as electricity
and water facility. There is lack of good school and hospital,
which we can find in Table 2 and Table 3. There are schools
but lack of teachers and at the same time there is hospital but
there is a lack of doctors and other facilities. The children often
become the victim of Child labour. They are very used to alcohol
since their childhood. Child marriage is still prevalent in those
areas. Those young girls are most likely to be anemic and suffer
health problems.

Key Findings

The main issues and challenges faced by the Children in
the tea garden areas of Assam are given briefly in the points
given below-

1. Education: According to the Assam State Commission
for protection of Child Rights (ASPCR), of the 24 tea-
producing districts in the state, only six have schools that are
provincialized by the state Government. The tea gardens face
lack of schools and the attendance is very low. Adequate
numbers of teachers are not appointed. There are insufficient
classrooms and books are just not available. The most interesting
challenge is that the school dropout rate is very high among
them.

2. Health: In most of the tea gardens of Assam there is
a lack of basic health care facilities. There is a lack of the
minimal medical equipment and medicines in the hospitals and
dispensaries that are located the tea garden areas. There is
hardly any doctor and Child mortality rate is very high. The
children face even malnutrition.
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3. Sanitation: Sanitation amongst the plantation labourer
is an issue of a great concern. They never have proper toilet
facilities, good water supply system and clean drinking water
facility in their labour lines. Their labour lines are unhygienic.
They therefore face lot of health problems and face diseases like
TB, Diarrhea, dysentery, Gastric, Jaundice, skin diseases etc.

4. Alcoholism: During the study we have found that
most of the male workers are alcoholic. Local wine is so much
available in the tea garden areas which disturbs family
environment and made a bad impact on their children.
Eventually the grown up children also get addicted to many
intoxicating substance.

5. Child Labour: According to the Assam State
Commission for protection of Child Rights (ASPCR)there are
many children working in the state's tea gardens as labourers and
of 3.4% of child labourers in Assam, 1.58% work in the tea
gardens. Poverty is the most important cause of child labour as
they earn very less and they compelled to send their children in
the earning field. Besides, the people outside garden often take
opportunity to keep those children for their own household
purposes.

6. Illiteracy: The community is backward because
71.5% of guardians in the study areas are illiterate. They do not
know what is good for their children. They are never interested
to their children's education and nutrition.

7. Child Trafficking: Child trafficking is another
challenge that is faced by the children of the tea garden areas
of Assam. Children in the tea garden have gone missing from the
tea gardens. They are vulnerable because of their socio-
economic conditions.
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8. Old Traditional Practices: Various age old traditional
practices are equally responsible for underdevelopment of the
children. In those areas child marriage is still prevalent.
Recommendations

There must be spread of education. Elementary education
should be made compulsory among them. The reason behind the
dropping out of school must be monitored.

1. The Plantation workers must be provided with fair
wage so that they can fulfil their basic amenities and spend
money for their children's education and nutrition.

2. Various Governmental welfare schemes must cover all
the tea garden areas. It should be properly managed and
monitored with the help of local authority.

3. Qualified teachers must be properly recruited in the
schools of the tea garden areas. The barriers of education must
be reduced through programs to address teacher absentee,
improve school infrastructure with sanitation, midday meal etc.

4. The Anganawadi centres also have a big role to play.
They must motivate the children from their very childhood to go
and continue school and to leave age old bad practices.

5. Another way to ensure children's development is
through improving their health. For that the Government and the
management must ensure basic sanitation facilities, adequate
medical facilities, various Governmental health schemes etc.

6. There must be awareness campaigns inside the tea
garden areas.

7. The National Child Labour Project must work on the
issue of those children in the tea garden areas. The Fund for
NGO should be released adequately in order to motivate the
children and guardian against child labour.
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The Role of the Government

As we know the tea garden labourers are facing lot of
problems in every step of their lives, the State Government as
well as the Central Government in this regard has a bigger role
to play. Recently, we can see that right from the beginning of the
year 2018, the State Government is taking many initiatives for
the development of this community. Some of them are briefly
discussed below-

The Government of Assam has planned to set up 100
High Schools in the tea garden areas of the state. For
educational improvement of the students of the community, the
State Government has announced setting up of M.E. and High
Schools in the tea garden areas and also to appoint adequate
number of teachers in those schools.

1. Besides, the Chief Minister of Assam asked the
education Department to transfer of Rs. 600/ each to girl
students aged 12 to 20 years for procurement of sanitary
napkins. It was announced in the state budget.

2. It was announced by the state Government that 500
girls from this community will be given free nursing training in the
coming years.

3. The State Government also promised to provide 80
Mobile Medical Units (MMU) for better medical services in the
tea garden areas. The Government assured to free medicine to
the estate hospitals.

4. The Tea Tribe Welfare Department of Assam has
initiated a scheme called Awareness Program where the objective
is to generate awareness about the issues like children
trafficking, health, family planning, legal awareness etc. in the tea
garden areas of Assam.



244 || Polity, Economy and Culture of North-East India : Issues and Challenges

5. The State Government initiated another scheme which
provides stipend to pre- matric and post matric students
belonging to this community. This scheme also provides financial
assistance to the tea and ex tea garden students studying at post
matriculation and post-secondary stage to enable them to
complete their education.

6. The State Government declared to set up Skill
development centres in all tea gardens of the state. By setting
up those centres, the Government wants to improve the skilling
of the youth of the community and to provide them better job
opportunities.

Besides, the international organization UNICEF with the
collaboration of the Assam branch of Indian Tea Association
(ABITA) has been running a program since 2007 in the tea
gardens to address the issues of Child labour, abuse, trafficking,
exploitation and violation. Therefore, we can say that the State
Government has taken many steps to give a better life to the tea
garden labourers and make them developed by different ways.
Conclusion

The major thrust of this paper is to study the problems
faced by the Children living in the tea garden areas of Assam
and to find some ways and means to develop them. After the
study we find that the Children in the tea garden areas are
lagging behind the process of development. They are facing lot
of problems and those problems need to be solved. In fact, a
multi-pronged strategy is needed to develop the Children in the
tea garden areas of Assam. The Central, State and the local
government as well as the management of the tea estates must
take initiatives to develop the Children of this community. The
Media, Civil Society organizations, Labour union organization
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and social networking sites also have their own role to play.
There is a need of more systematic study and research works
to understand the problems faced by the Children of the tea
garden community of Assam.
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Agricultural Practices in Flood
Affected Areas of Nagaon District
of Assam with Special Reference to
Kampur Revenue Circle

Mr. Debasis Saikia

(ABSTRACT)

Assam is a chronically flood affected state of India. The
recurring floods of Assam is highly devastating for the agricultural
lands, create water logging situation, soil erosion and threaten the
sustainability of higher production of various crops. The Nagaon
district is one of the severely flood-affected districts of Assam
in which the frequency and duration of flood usually remain very
high. In this paper, an attempt has been made to highlight the
salient features of flood hazard and its impact on the healthy
augmentation of the agricultural production in the Kampur
revenue circle.

Keywords: Agricultural Practices, Flood Affected Areas,
Production.
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Introduction

Flood is natural calamity of Assam. Nagaon district is the
worst affected in terms of frequency and duration of floods. The
inhabitants particularly the farmers therefore have been forced
to evolve certain skills to adjust their agricultural practices with
the areas of peculiar flood environment. It is true that where
flood occurs regularly the farmers tend to engage in careful
analysis of risk which involves high choice of crops and seasonal
adjustment of cultivation.
Objectives

1) To study about the causes and problems of flood.

2) To study about the cropping pattern in flood areas.

3) To study about the different agricultural practices of
farmers in flood areas.

4) To study about the changing land used pattern in
flood areas.
Methodology

The study is based on the data and information collected
from the both primary and secondary sources. Data have been
collected from flood control department of Nagaon district and
circle Office of Kampur. The study also based on intensive field
survey and base map interpretation of the area. I have also
consulted some books and journals of regional and national for
analytical study of the nature of agro practices in the area of my
study.
Study Area

The study area Nagaon district of Assam is situated on
26021/ N latitude to 91041/ E longitudes. It covers an area of
about 3,973 sq. k.m. The total population of Nagaon district is
28, 23768 (in 2011). The density of population is 711. The



248 || Polity, Economy and Culture of North-East India : Issues and Challenges

literacy of the district is 68.08%. The district has been identified
as one of the most severely flood afflicted area of Assam.
Frequent flood in the area forced many of the people either to
migrate from the area or to opt for cultivation in the area. Thus
the area constitutes a micro geographical entity quite district from
other parts of the state of Assam.
Findings
Agricultural Practices in Flood Affected Areas of Nagaon
District

Flood is a regular phenomenon in almost all the plain
districts of Assam. The Nagaon district is no exception of it. The
Brahmaputra basin is the most flood-prone area in India. Among
the districts of Assam, Nagaon is one of the worst flood prone
areas. According to the Revenue Department of Nagaon district
the major floods occurred in 1930, 1931, 1934, 1986, 2004
and 2022. The average annual flood affected area is 1, 11, 314
hectares covering 20 percent of the total geographical area of
the district. The study is based on nearly 89 villages of the
Nagaon district. It is noticed that in some parts of the study area
the flood has been increasing while in few others it is decreasing.
The River Kapili flows from South to East through Nagaon
district towards the Brahmaputra. The river Barpani, Nishari,
Kolong, Killing, Nonoi, Jamuna, Kapili are some of the rivers
which causing flood in some areas. The river Kapili has
geomorphological background in the evolution of drainage and
landforms. The drainage density of the river is more or less one.
The upper course of the Kapili has high drainage density and
high angle of inclination. The highest flood occured in 1986 and
inundated 3511.89 hectares of agricultural land. Flood is an
agent of erosion, transportation and deposition. Thus, it can
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bring about changes in the physiographic character of the land.
Besides crop damage, flood adversely impact on the soil due to
sand aggradations over the fertile fields. Under the existing
situation, there is a very little scope for physical expansion of net
sown area. Nagaon district has large part of the agricultural land
accounting for 15.67% is not available for cultivation. This
uncultivable land is mostly covered by wet lands and stagnant
water bodies. In spite of it, in the cultivable parts of the land
the intensity of cropping is high than some other parts of Assam.
The pattern of cropping is highly diversified. Rice, rape, mustard,
jute and wheat are the major crops of the region.

The people of the region adopt their living with perpetual
flood hazard. In my study it has found that the embankments for
flood control have adversely affecting in the cultivation of some
traditional crops as the construction of embankments on the bank
of the river Kapili create water logging in the catchment area.

In the Nagaon district the extent of damages of crops by
floods varies from year to year rely on intensity of flood.
Normally floods occur from July to August when the monsoon
starts to rain and feed the major rivers of the district. Sali rice
1s mostly practiced during the period of Monsoon rainfall. Sali
rice is cultivated in areas which are less prone to flood and
Ahu- rice is practiced in areas with higher propensity of flood
damage. In the last few years in the district it is seen that farmers
have adopted cultivation of Rabi-crops, vegetables, pulses,
oilseeds, fruits etc. instead of practice of Sali rice to avoid crop
losses due to frequent floods.

It is also worth mentioning that in order to ensure better
management of fields and high yields of crops in the severely
flood affected areas, the agricultural department constituted
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numbers of field management committees (FMC). However to
receive a good yield from the rice crop, attention is to be paid
for using seeds of HYV and improves agronomic practices with
provision of irrigation. The farmers of the flood affected areas
have started fish culture and also involving in protection of
existing fisheries, beels and swamps and low land areas through
scientific management. Besides the animal husbandry are
important sources of income. Horticulture, agro forestry will also
provide livelihood. Thus the entire strategy for flood prone areas
needs an effective agricultural management programme.
Agricultural Practices in Flood Affected Areas of Kampur
Revenue Circle

Kampur revenue circle is one of the most flood affected
revenue circle of Nagaon district. There are more than 123
villages in Kampur revenue circle. Uttar-Changchaki, Dewrigaon,
Garukhunda, Longjap Padumani, Madhapara, Kachua, Longjap,
Juripar Garubat, Tetelisara, Padumani , Barpathar are most flood
affected villages. Almost each year the river Kapili, Borpani and
Nishari have submerged these village and destroyed several
hectares of crop lands. The flood waters of Kapili, Borpani rever
had breached a big portion of embankment and submerged
several villages in the last couple of years.

Despite having flood in every year the rice is the
dominating crop of the area. It covers a total of the 27857
hectare of land. Three varieties of rice i.e. Ahu, Sali and Bao
(winter rice) Boro (summer rice) are cultivated most of the area.
Wheat is another food crop which covers very small portion
accounting to 0.3% of the total flood affected land. Pulses are
one of the important food crops covering 2% of the total
cropped area. Pulses covering areas are increasing in Kampur
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revenue circle (130.08%) Sugarcane considered as one of the
important cash crop. It is grown more and less in the villages
of the circle (1.4%). However sugarcane is in a increasing trend
in Kampur revenue circle. Jute is another each crop and
mostly grown in kachua and simaluguri villages.Mustared is
dominating crop in the circle. It is observed that mustered
covering areas are increased at a rate of 13% during the period
of 2005-17

Suggestions

+ The govt. of Assam has taken lot of efforts to control
flood disaster but most of it has proved to ineffective. So, floods
control requires more scientific mechanism.

+ Awareness on aforestation should be encouraged so
that it can prompt soil-strength.

+ Embankment along riverside should be constructed
with proper scientific assessment.

+ The high yielding crops which can survive in flood
should be made available to the farmers.

+ A diversified and changing cropping pattern may play
an important role to cope with risk of flood disaster.
Conclusion

The study reveals that there are remarkable regional
variations of the productivity mainly agricultural economy. The
Nagaon district may be termed as the weaker regions in respect
of agricultural productivity. The flood prone areas are needed
special attention and treatment for achieving high productivity in
near future. The most interesting side of the problem is that the
inhabitants especially the farmers have developed a unique
tradition of living with flood environment at their own which
clearly distinguish the area from other parts of the state. Even
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then there is enough to be done in this direction, reorientation
and renovation of agricultural sector to suit the peculiar
environmental set up of the district. Preparation of Master Plan
to control flood and modernization of the farming practices are
urgently required for improving the agrarian economy of the
people of the area.
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Conservation of the Wetland
Resources and Securing the
Sustainable Livelihood of the
Local People: A Case Study of
Dighali Beel, Nagaon, Assam

Banashree Devi*

(ABSTRACT)

The wetlands are one of the important natural resources
on the earth's surface. Human being is always getting benefit
from it as wetlands offer a diverse range of livelihood options.
Dighali is one of the important wetlands of Nagaon district
situated in the middle Brahmaputra valley of Assam. It is situated
in a lowland flat area. This wetland is rich in various flora and
fauna. Traditionally, it fulfils the needs of local people in various
way. The wetland is full of a variety of fish fauna. Fishing is done
largely by the local people. Dighali beel is a source of livelihood
for a large section of people in the surrounding areas. With the
rapid rate of population growth, over exploitation of resources
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from the beel are done in recent decades. Moreover, siltation
and human encroachment in some areas leads to disappearing
of the wetland. Shrinkages of the wetland leads to change the
landscape of the wetland area as well as the water quality and
drainage characteristics. So, there is an urgent need of
conservation of the wetland. Proper conservation management
with participatory approach resulting into develop the wetland
as a sustainable source of livelihood for the local people. The
study highlights the present status, problems and need of
conservation of the wetland for better option of livelihood.
Keywords: Dighali beel, sustainable, livelihood, human impact,
encroachment.

Introduction

The natural wetlands are considered as an important
resource. Human being is always getting benefit from it as
wetlands offer a diverse range of livelihood options. The
Brahmaputra valley of Assam is blessed with numerous
waterbodies and swamps. The natural waterbodies are locally
called as "Beel" while the swamps are known as "Jalah",
"Doloni", "Pitoni", "Duba" or "Hola". All these are as a whole
termed as wetland. These wetlands are geomorphologically and
ecologically very important features. These comprise a major
component of hydrologic regime of the state. They act as
storage basins during flood and thereby reducing the impacts of
the flood. Wetlands are home of various aquatic flora and fauna
and provide a good example of an aquatic ecosystem. Besides
the socio-economic value of the wetlands are also significant.
These beels are the traditionally used as the natural fisheries of
Assam. Wetlands provide a diverse range of ecosystem services
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supporting livelihoods of many people. Despite their values,
wetlands are continuously being degraded. The natural wetlands
are considered as an important resource. Human being is always
getting benefit from it as wetlands offer a diverse range of
livelihood options. Dighali is one of the important wetlands of
the Nagaon district situated in the west direction from the
township area. The wetland and its numerous aquatic resources
are utilised in various ways by the local people. Land use pattern
of any place is ever changing. The gradual land use change in
the surrounding region of wetland has also some impact on it.
Besides, the human impact on the wetland also increasing at an
alarming rate. Major portion of the beel has been gradually
disappearing due to the ever-increasing human encroachment.
Siltation occurs in a large portion of the wetland which ultimately
effects on the natural drainage flow. The bank vegetation cover
is being destroyed and replaced by invasive plants. This changing
leads to change the original characteristics of the wetland and
thereby reducing its quality as source of rich natural resources.
But, with the proper planning it has potential scope to develop
as a source of sustainable livelihood options for the local people.
Objective

+ To examine the importance of the wetland as a
source of livelihood.

+ To examine the causes of degradation of the wetland
in present day.

+ To make a brief analysis about the conservation and
utilization of the wetland with planning to secure the livelihood
options of village people.

Methodology
To prepare the research paper both primary and
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secondary data are used. The primary data are collected by
visiting the area and interacting with the local people. For the
collection of the secondary data the help of various offices and
websites are taken. For making the research easy and for a
better understanding a critical review of the previous work have
done in this regard. The important data and information are
extracted from the survey schedule. After that, the analysis has
been represented in simple statistical techniques.
Study Area

The Dighali wetland is an important wetland of Bhalukmari
and Kakamari Revenue Villages of Hatichung Mauza in Nagaon
district of Assam. Its location is just 18 km from the Nagaon
main town in the west direction along the Nagaon-Morigaon
connecting state Highway. Dighali beel is situated in the south
bank flood plains of mighty Brahmaputra in Nagaon district. The
physiography of the area is plain with a very gentle slope and
it is an extremely a flat land with various water-logged areas.
Monsoon climate prevails in this area with distinct four seasons.
The temperature variation is more during the summer months
while less in the winter season. The rainfall of this region is
relatively high which more than 150 cm on an average in a year.
The summer season enjoys much of the rainfall than the winters.
Soil is basically alluvial yet peat soil is also found in a narrow
tract of water-logged areas. Monsoon deciduous forest along
with savannah and swamp vegetation is dominant type in this
area. According to revenue data the total area of the land is 101
bigha, 4 katha and 12 locha. In the past time the beel has a
connection with Sonai River which constantly supplies waterflow
to it. But in recent decades, this connection is blocked either by
siltation or by human encroachment. The extension of the beel
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in the south direction is known as Potori beel in Raha Mauza
while the beel known as Fatadol in its extreme north where it
merges with a large swamp. This wetland is a source of
livelihood for the villagers of the nearby areas from past years.
They utilize this beel for various livelihood purposes. But in
recent decades this wetland has faced some problems due to
which the wetland ecosystem has degraded day by day. The
degradation of the wetland has a negative impact on the
livelihood of the poor village people. But with the proper
conservation and utilization we can develop a sustainable
livelihood source for them.

Figure 1: Location of the study area

Major Findings

The Dighali is a freshwater ecosystem containing both
organic and inorganic components. Once upon a time it is
connected with Sonai River but now it has no connection with
the river due to siltation. The wetland is perennial in nature but
in dry season the water level is being reduced. The Dighali beel
has a great impact upon the surrounding regions. But, in recent
times the condition of the wetland is being degraded due to
several reasons. The importance of the wetland for the local
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people and causes of degradation are discussed below-
Importance of Wetland
Fishing

This beel is rich in varieties of fish fauna. Traditionally, the
beel is used as a fishing ground by the local people. In some
occasion community fishing is done at a large scale. Many local
people take fishing as their occupation and have to depend on
the wetland. The proportion of the local fishermen in village wise
are represented with the help of the following diagram-

VILLAGEWISE PERCENTAGE OF FISHERMEN

= BHALUKMARI

= KAKAMARI

= BAGARIGURI

= CHAMUAGAON

= JAKOIYA GAON

» KAHIGURI

® JAJORI HIRAGAON

Irrigation

In some areas the wetland is used as a source of irrigation
in paddy cultivation. The local people use the wetland as a
source of irrigation in dry season. Village wise use of irrigation
are shown with the help of following diagram-

VILLAG EWISE PERCENTAGE OF IRRIGATION FACILITIES

u KAKAMARI

u BHALUKMARI

= CHAMUAGAON
BAGARIGURI

= HEMARBARI
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Poultry Farming

Some part of the wetland is used for farming of poultry
mainly duck. Many local people earn their livelihood by farming
poultry. So, indirectly the wetland helps the people to earn their
livelihood because it provides a ground for them.

VILLAGE WISE POTENTIALITY OF POULTRY
FARMING

&

= CHAMUAGAON
u KAKAMARI

BHALUKMARI
u BAGARIGURI

Boro Paddy

The surrounding area of the wetland is filled with alluvium
where mainly boro rice is done. So, the wetland also helps to
grow boro paddy in nearby regions.
Others

The wetland is also rich in various grasses which is mainly
used as fodder for domestic animals. Besides, it also works as
a bridge of cultural integration among the local communities.
Causes of Degradation of Wetland

At present, the wetland is degraded due to various
reasons. The main causes of degradation are mentioned below-

+ Siltation: A large part of the wetland is deposited
with alluvium. Due to siltation its connection with the Sonai River
has cut off. It adversely effects on the natural run-off of the
wetland area.

+ Human Encroachment: With increasing population
in the neighbouring villages the pressure on it also increases at
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an alarming rate. Human encroachment leads to destroy the
natural function of the wetland.

+ Road Construction: In many places, roads, bridges,
culvert etc. are being constructed across the wetland for the
comfort and wellbeing of the local people. But it leaves a
negative impact on the natural function of the wetland.

+ Invasive species: In many portions the local
vegetation is replaced by some invasive species either by
naturally or culturally. It ultimately leads to disappearing of the
local vegetation.

+ Wastes from jute cultivation: Jute cultivation is
done at a large scale in the nearby villages. Villagers use this
wetland for soaking and peeling the fibres of jute from the stem.
In the whole processes, wastes are produces which are later
dumping into the wetland.

+ Domestic wastes: In some areas people often use
the wetland as a dumping ground of domestic waste. It ultimately
destroys the qualities of natural ecosystem.

Prospects of Development as a Sustainable Livelihood
Sources

+ Community Fishing Development: With proper
planning some portion of the wetland can be developed into
fishing ground where fish can be harvested and caught in a
community based.

+ Development of Poultry: Though very few poultry
farming is done here, but it not done properly. With proper
planning poultry farming mainly duck can be developed based
on it. If it done properly many people get livelihood option from
it.

+ Irrigation: Though irrigation has been done in small
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scale but the reduce water flow creates a problem. Drainage
blockage leads to reduce water supply. With proper steps this
can be solved.

+ Develop As a Birds View Point: Various types of
local and migrated birds are seen here. If under eco-tourism
project it is developed into a bird's view sight then it gives the
double benefit. It maintains and restore ecological balance as
well as it gives job opportunities to local people.

+ Lotus Cultivation: Lotus flower and its various parts
are used for various purposes in our society. In Fatadol area it
is naturally grown in a vast quantity. If properly preserve and
cultivate it, many local people could benefit from it.
Conclusion

This wetland has both ecological as well as socio
economic importance to local people. In present time it has
degraded due to various factors. Some necessary steps should
be taken as soon as possible to revive this natural ecosystem.
If it is conserved and developed properly it will surely benefit
the local people. In this regard government, local people as well
as NGOs should concern the matter seriously and work in an
integrated manner to upgrade the condition of Dighali as soon
as possible otherwise it goes beyond the limit of modification.
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Problems and Solutions in Teaching
English as a Second Language to
Undergraduate Students Learning
English in Assam
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(ABSTRACT)

Today the knowledge of English has become an ultimate
necessity for getting a job with lucrative salary. In Assam also,
students are eager to study English to get better jobs, especially
in the multinational companies or to study abroad. Therefore, in
a drive to popularise the English language, the government
encourages the private sectors to get involved in the endeavour
of teaching the language. As a result, many language institutes
and English medium schools are growing with great speed across
the state. However, even after learning English from their primary
level to undergraduate level many students cannot even write an
error free application in English. But unfortunately, there is
practically no research conducted in the undergraduate levels.
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In this present study, after analysing the data and
questionnaires we will try to suggest some measures for
improving the present scenario which we hope will be beneficial
for the students and also for the teachers teaching second
language in India and specifically in Assam.

Keywords: English Language Teaching, Second Language.

Introduction

For a very long time, Assam had indigenous system for
imparting elementary education. For Brahmins and upper class
Hindus there were Tols, for other Hindus there were Pathsalas,
Madrassas were for Muslims and Satras for the Vaisnavites
(Rahman, M. 2012). But when the British came to Assam, these
indigenous systems gave way to modern education system under
the patronage of British company. With the expansion of British
rule in India, knowledge of English became an ultimate necessity
for administration as well as increasing commercial interactions.

Today even though, Assamese is the usual medium of
communication and instruction, now in a drive to popularise the
English language, the government encourages the private sectors
to get involved in the endeavour of teaching the language. As a
result, many language institutes and English medium schools are
growing with great speed across the state. Many Assamese
students are also eager to study English to get better jobs,
especially in the multinational companies or to study abroad.

The education system in Assam can be broadly divided
into school education and college or university education.
Eventhough, the Government of Assam takes care of the major
part of the education, there are schools and colleges which are
run by individual patronage. The institutions that come under the
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state government supervision follow a state centric syllabus. The
private educational institutions, on the other hand, have their
own syllabus and administration. Assamese is the medium of
instruction in the state run schools, whereas English is preferred
as the medium of instruction in the private schools and in the
colleges and universities.

In Assam's Assamese medium schools earlier English
language was used to be taught from class V, recently it has
been introduced in standard I (Rahman, 2011:126). English is
studiedas a mandatory subject up to 10" class and for two
years in the 10+2 stage. The time allotted for English class is
same as the time allotted to other subjects which is 5-6 periods
of 40-45 minute's duration per week.

In some schools Assamese or Bengali is taught as first
language in their primary, upper primary and secondary level,
whereas English language is taught as a second language in all
these three levels. Arabic, Assamese, Hindi and Sanskrit are
taught in some schools as third language in the upper primary
level (Meganathan, 2011:11). Although it is very difficult to define
English as a first language in Assam, some schools claimit as a
first language.

The Board of Secondary Education, Assam (SEBA) is
the academic authority of the secondary schools of Assam. It
also conducts the 10th class final examination. The curriculum
and textbooks of English followed in the secondary level are
prepared by SCERT (State Councilof Education Research and
Training). Moreover, it organises English teaching trainings for
teachers of secondary level (Rahman, 2011:127).

English Teaching Scenario in Assam
English language was first introduced in Assam by the
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Christian Missionaries. Later, Ramakrishna Mission also took up
the task of spreading modern education in general and the
English language in particular in the region.

In order to create an administrative cadre needed to run
the administration in Assam smoothly, British government
established the first English school in Guwahati in 1835 and
another in Sibsagar in 1840. By 1856, few other English
schools were established in Guwahati and in the other districts
of Assam. The first Secondary School 'Guwahati Seminari'
which was later known as Cotton Collegiate was established in
1835 in Panbazaar (Rajkhowa, B. 2012:15). A number of
English medium schools established and run by the missionaries
are still operating for the promotion of education in Guwahati
city.

Though the position of English in the city is not very
different from what it is at the national level, the knowledge of
English is still very poor among a large majority of students,
taking the state as a whole. In most of the schools in Assam the
teaching of English is in a chaotic state. Here, teaching in English
is faced by many obstacles which make those involved in the
process of teaching and learning English lose interest.

The problem of teaching English in Assam is different from
other parts of India as English has not been able to establish its
strong foothold till date. It may be because of the fact that in
Assam even though there are varieties of languages but
everybody is a fluent speaker of Assamese language. Assamese
is used in every sphere of life by all of its population. For most
of its population, knowledge of English hardly helps in learning
anything other than English itself. Therefore, teaching English here
is a rigorous activity. But, despite all these, a change is taking
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place here as we can see the younger generation getting
attracted towards English learning, and English is becoming
popular not only among males but equally among females, which
is clearly seen in the increasing number of female learners
choosing English as a major subject at the undergraduate level.
Present Research

In Assam, even after learning English from their primary
level to undergraduate level many students cannot even write an
error free application in English. But unfortunately, there is
practically no research conducted in the undergraduate levels. In
this present study, after analysing the data and questionnaires we
will try to suggest some measures for improving the present
scenario which we hope will be beneficial for the students and
also for the teachers learning and teaching second language in
India and specifically in Assam.

Present research is conducted broadly on two groups of
colleges under Gauhati University and Dibrugarh University.
Data were collected from 20 teachers (10 from GU and 10
from DU), teaching English in these two universities, to know
about the differences that might exist inteachers' point of views
and perspectives about the teaching programmes and syllabi.
Data Collection

The data of the present study was collected through both
primary and secondary data. The primary data was collected
through a cross sectional research design. The use of this
research design does not mean that the longitudinal method is
not a useful method, but it is just that the cross-sectional method
serves the immediate purposes of the study.

The secondary data for this study was collected through
various sources like journal, magazine, online resources and
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previous studies conducted in this area.
Findings and Observations

Even though Assam has a properly functioning education
system, yet various problems have overpowered the state's
education scenario. Lack of suitable resources and inefficient
administration are some of the immediate problems. Among the
reasons for failure to implement the education policies are the
inability of the state government in raising the required financial
resources, the large birth-rate, the illiterate masses and their
opposition to girl's education and also the poverty of the parents
(Shekhawat, 2007:15).

In our study we have found certain problems pertaining to
socio-economic condition, teaching methods, infrastructure etc.
Some of the problems which have negative impacts on the
teaching of English in Assam are discussed below-

1. Exposure to English language: English is a foreign
language in Assam. Unlike ESL students who are in better
environments where they may communicate in English students
in an EFL situation like Assam are deprived of such an
opportunity. Their exposure to English is limited to the four walls
of the classroomof their educational institutions. Studies have
revealed that, even in the classroom students cannot well
comprehend a lesson, if explained only in English (Basumatary,
2009; Rajkhowa, 2012). Therefore the teachers are forced to
use Assamese or any other regional language to make the
teaching-learning process of English convenient (Rahman, 2011).

2. Scarcity of Good English Teachers: In Assam even
at the graduate level a large number of students have to be
taught basic concepts about English language as at school level
they were not given proper knowledge about the language. In
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school the teacher does not bother to classify the aims and
objectives of teaching English (Rahman, 2011). He teaches this
subject simply because it is included in the syllabus and most of
the students learn it just to get the minimum pass mark. Thus,
the aim of teaching English remains purposeless. Many teachers
donot have enough knowledge of the far reaching development
in English (Goswamee, 2009). As a result they lack the
technique of foreign language teaching.

Apart from these, there is even scarcity of English
teachers. Ataur Rahman in his, 'English Language Teaching
Conditions in Assam: A Case of Secondary Schools' shows tha
out of 11 schools under his observation, 9 schools have only
one English teacher, to take classes at the secondary level and
due to this in these schools when the English teacher is absent,
English classes are not held. (Rahman, A. 2011:134).

3. Scarcity of Audio-Visual Aids: Now-a-days, a great
deal of effort is being devoted to curriculum development and
to devising new ways and means of improving the presentation
of information. The role of audio-visualaids and computers as
supplements to chalkboard, text book and teacher's talk is
growing in importance.

But, in Assam's many rural colleges there is scarcity of
even simple visual aids like flash card, chats, black-board, and
pictures etc. which are the bare minimum. The availability of
proper teaching materials as well as audio-visual aids can
definitely make the teaching English quite effective. Audio-visual
aids can be powerful tools to enrich teaching. They can also
enliven and add interest to communication. But, in most of the
colleges, the modern technologies like language lab etc. are not
taken advantage of. Teachers simply use the conventional ways
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of teaching. Even though some colleges have language lab
facility there is no class for the development of spoken English
etc.

4. Methods of Teaching English: In Assam's colleges,
some English teachers still use grammar translation method of
language teaching to teach English literature. The teachers seem
to be unaware of the real principles of language teaching. In
most of the colleges that the researcher has visited, teaching is
considered as a one way process. It is the teacher who is
always talking and the students simply play the role of silent
listeners.

5. Poor classroom conditions: There are certain
classroom conditions that might help a lot in creating a perfect
environment for teaching and learning of language. For example,
sufficient space, the number of students in a particular class,
adequate light. There are also some other conditions that are
considered important for successful language teaching and
learning. As for example, plenty of opportunities for learners to
directly participate in class, an atmosphere in which the learners
feel motivated to learn. Many of Assam's colleges lack these
facilities.

Assam's prestigious colleges every year attract increasing
number of students. Due to which some classes have more than
50 students in a class where at least six to seven students seat
against each desk-bench. This over crowding of classroom
makes teaching and learning process an unproductive one since
the teachers, in such situation cannot pay individual attention to
all the students.

Data Analysis
In order to collect data for this study a questionnaire was
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prepared for the teachers. This questionnaire was designed in
such a way so that it can elicit the following information-

1. Information about teaching methods, materials and
syllabus.

2. Information about the participants' perception about
their students' performance.

Responses collected for this item are presented in the
following table-

Items DU | GU | Total
1. Programme pays adequate attention

to LSRW 2.8 | 1.9 | 235
2. Programme pays adequate attention to

writing skills 34 124 129
3. Programme encourages creative

writing 29 |25 |27
4. Programme pays adequate attention to

reading skills 2.7 |24 |255

5. Teaching methods encourage the
communicative use 34 |37 |3.55

6. Efficient use of Audio - Visual aids is

lacking 35 124 |295
7. We encourage monolingual dictionary
use 34 | 3.1 |3.25

8. Students are highly motivated to develop
their communication ability in English | 3.3 | 3.9 | 3.6

9. Most of the learners' composition errors
are developmental/intralingual ones 38 |4 39

10. Girls seem to outperform boys in the
overall proficiency of English 39 |38 |3.85
All 3.31]3.01] 3.16
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Table-1: Teachers' average responses to questions on learners'
performance

Tablel shows the average responses of the 20 teachers,
10 each from DU and GU, on the five-point scale. There are
total ten items. Out of these ten items, four items on the English
major programme, one on teaching method, one on A/V aids,
one on dictionary use and three on students' performance.
Overall response of the teachers for all the ten items is at an
average level of 3. Perhaps it is the non-committal and
complacent attitude of the teachers which reflects all responses
at 3.16. Since there are no responses on the two extremes of
the scale i.e. point one or five, it shows that the teachers are not
having any strong opinion or judgement about the programme,
teaching materials, methods or any other related things. To get
a clear view below we discuss each item separately-

Responses to item number one indicate that the surveyed
teachers disagreed to the fact that the English major programme
pays adequate attention to LSRW. The average response for this
item is 2.35.

For item number two, which is on writing skills, the
average score is 2.9, which is close to 3.It indicates that the
teachers in both the institutions have average attitude towards the
fact that the programme pays adequate attention to writing skills.

For item number three, which is on creative writing, the
average response 1s 2.7, which is between 2 and 3 and it
indicates that, just like the previous item, here also the teachers
show average responses towards the fact that the programme
encourages creative writing.

In item number four, which is on reading skill, the average
response is 2.9. This is close to 3 and indicates that the teachers
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in both the institutions have average attitude towards the fact that
the programme pays adequate attention to writing skills.

Item number five is on teaching method and here the
average response is 3.55. This shows that the teachers'
responses fall between 3 to 4. This indicates that they agree to
the fact that the teaching methods encourage the communicative
use of the language.

For item number six, which is on the use of audio-visual
aids, the average response is 2.95. It indicates that the teachers'
responses are close to average.

Item number seven is on dictionary use and the average
response for this item is 3.35, which shows that the teachers'
responses are between 3 to 4, between average and agree. That
implies that they encourage monolingual dictionary use.

In item no eight, the average response is 3.6, which is
close to 4, that is agree. It shows that the teachers agree with
the researcher that the students are highly motivated to develop
their communication ability in English.

For item number nine, which is on learners' errors, the
average response is 3.9. This is closer to 4. This indicates that
the teachers agree to the fact that most of the learners'
composition errors are intralingual errors.

In item number ten, when we say that girls seem to
outperform boys in the overall proficiencyof English, the
participant teachers' seem to support the statement with an
average of 3.85.

Recommendation

We recommend that the following steps are required to
be taken at the earliest-

1. The syllabi in both the university needs to have specific



274 1| Polity, Economy and Culture of North-East India : Issues and Challenges

courses for developing LSRW, particularly reading and writing
skills.

2. The syllabi should also include the time devoted for
teaching specific materials designed to realise a predetermined
objectives. It should hint at the suitable activities, and if
necessary how the teacher should go through them in the
classroom.

3. Students should be given an outline of the reading
course from the beginning of every semester in order to know
the objectives, skills and strategies that are emphasised upon.

4. The syllabi in both the universities should pay adequate
attention for developing grammar knowledge instinctively and
inductively rather than teaching it explicitly.

5. It should follow the framework of a need based and
communicative functional oriented syllabus based on
communicative model or situational model.

6. Appropriate use of audio-visual aid should be increased
to reduce the possibility of any L1 interference.

7. Involvement and active participation of learners in
language use and other activities should be maximised. In the
classroom interaction should not be one way. There should be
healthy environment for interaction between students and
teachers.
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Nationalism in Assamese
Lyrical Poetry (1889-1940)
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(ABSTRACT)

Literature is the mirror of society. It gives a total
expression and reflection of the society in which it is produced.
Lyrics are the important ingredient of a society. All most all the
literature of the world began with lyrics. These are the
spontaneous outburst of feelings of both literate and illiterate
poets. The themes of lyrics are simple and personal. They can
be set to tunes and can be sung with the accompaniment of
simple stringed instruments. They come in rhyme and rhythm.
The lyrics poetry is sung to express pain and pleasure, anger and
grief, hopefulness and depression of the poets. Hence, we have
the love lyrics, personal lyrics, chivalric and religious lyrics and
so on. Nationalism is a kind of spiritual phenomenon attached
to the sentiment of people. Apart from many other feelings and
expression Assamese lyrical poetry give outlet of nationalistic
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feelings of the poets too. This paper aims at analyzing how note
of nationalism can be traced out in those lyrical poetry available
during the period 1889-1940.

Keywords: Lyrical poetry, nationalism, Assamese.

Introduction

The history of Indian lyrics goes back to the Vedic age.
Since the time of the Rig Vedic hymns, Indians, being inspired
by varied feelings, have been writing lyrics on various occasions.
And, in fact, lyrics are abundantly found in all provincial language
within Indian Territory. Assamese being a constitutionally
recognized language of India assumes a full-fledged status of its
own. The history of Assamese lyrical poetry can be traced back
to hoary past when lyrics were handed over from generation to
generation. Assamese is still rich in such oral as well as written
lyrics.
The Immediate Cause for Emergence of Assamese
Nationalism

The crisis faced by Assamese language and literature
during the pre and post-independence days threatened the
young freedom fighters. They were encouraged by the feelings
of nationalism and devoted for the cause of their motherland and
mother tongue. Though, nationalism was the main note of that
series of literature, yet Assamese literature of that period, was
pregnant with the feelings of love, devotion, humanity, universality
and so on.
Nationalism in the Age of Romantic Period of Assamese
Literature

The spirit of nationalism, particularly in the romantic age
of Assamese literature became one of the most striking
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characteristics. The trend of Romanticism, which was originated
in western literature, invaded Assamese literature in the 19%
century. It brought a kind of Renaissance or Rebirth to
Assamese literature. Among a set, love for the past is also one
of the salient features of Romanticism. In 19" century most of
the poets and writers became nostalgic to see into their past and
became proud of its richness and glorious events. Consequently
the poets and writers of this age became worshipers of their
motherland, its cultural heritage making this love for past one of
the vigorous elements of nationalism. It spread into a huge bulk
of literature of this age.

A Few Luminaries of the Age

Now, the provocation of the spirit of nationalism, in the
heart of the poet, writers in 19" century was inevitable impact
of the wave of country-wide nationalism. We find numerous
lyricists in this age of romanticism in Assamese literature too,
who professed nationalism through their lyrics. Here, it would be
not possible to bring to throw light on all of them within this
stipulated framework of time. Hence, a few are recited briefly
as follows:-

Satynath Bora's Gitanjali paved out way for modern
Assamese lyrics. Lakhminath Barua's contributions of Sangeet
Sadhana and Sangeet Kus to the field of Assamese lyrical poetry
has been assessed as a milestone till date.

Kamalakanta Bhattacharjy (1853-1936) was the product
of the aforesaid age who professed an ardent heart filled up
with the reminiscence of the past of Assam. He is not happy at
all; to see the swallow mindedness of the people of Assam of
his time as they were not aware of their glory of the past. His
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utterance echoed in his poem Jatiya Gaurav thus-

I asabhya des manusyatva les
Nai ekebare bharata maje
Ulangga desar kam ki dhobar
Nosobhe lokak apo saje
Thik asamiya manuh nahay
Asam smasan nohe kone kay.

Laksminath Bezbaruoa (1868-1938) was another
quotable poet who was inspired vehemently by the wave of
nationalism. His utterance like-

And

Ami asamiya nahaon dukhiya, kihar dukhiya ham
Sakaachil, sakalo ache, nuguno nalaon gam.

A' mor aponar des

A' mor cikuni des

Enekhan suwala enekhan suphala
Enekhan maramar des.

----- shows his love for Assam, its scenic beauty, glorious
past and lucid language.

Through the poem Judhakhetrat Ahom Ramani Hiteswar
Barbaruah acquaints us with his spirit of nationalism and depicts
heroism of Mula Gabharu who fought against the Moghuls,
killed the two Moghul generals and died herself in the battle

ultimately.

Ambikagiri Raichoudhary's (1885-1967) nationalism was
poignant and ardent. Besides being a poet he was also a story

writer and dramatist. His spirit of nationalism is spread in most
of his works. His lyrics-

Zay zaba pran, an dhari an,
Phandat sumai la
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Badha jata bhangi buku dangi dangi

--- exhibits his iron will in order to free India from its
bondage under the British. The lyrics ---

Dur dvaparat sunicho pandave
Jai kari sapta dharitri

Yana rajsuy karile samapan
Samrat hai ekacchari

----is an embodiment of his love for the past glory and
heritage of India.

Mitradev Mahanta's lyrics cira cenehi mor bhasa janani is
very lucid and overloaded with note of nationalism in each of its
line. It still steals hearts of every Assamese, young and old.

Nalinibala Devi's (1896-) poems though primarily
portrayed mysticism, yet those are also laden with her love for
motherland. In the poem Janambhumi she expresses her desire
to take rebirth in the lap of her motherland

The note of nationalism was all pervasive and pervading
in most of the works of the poets of this age. In the works of
Nabin Chandra Bodoloi , Umesh Chandra Choudhary, Kritinath
Sarma,Padmadhar Chaliha, Parvati Prasad Baruah etc. such
notes are replete.

Jyotiprasad Agarwalla's nationalism has its two
dimensions. While in luitor parare ami deka larahe becomes
nostalgic about those days of Lachi Barphukan; on the other
hand, in some other lyrics like more bharatare, more sapunare-
his feelings of nationalism assumes a wider sense of Indian
nationalism.

Bishnuprasad Rabha, though, was a champion of the
downtrodden, yet he too poured heart composing lyrics like a
asamiya deka dal and nicala aire ami khati asamiya, which
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exhibits his spirit of nationalism.

Thus, in the hands of these predecessors Assamese lyrical
poetry flourished and found its maturity. Since then it is still
being cultivated enthusiastically and uninterruptedly to our
contemporary days. To make a list of all the lyricists is not
possible in a limited space like this. Yet, mention may be made
of Bhupen Hazarika, Keshab Mahanta, Nirmalprabha Bordoloi,
Anandiram Das, Tafajjul Ali, Anil Raichoudhary, Jayanta Baruah,
Hiren Bhatta, Malin Bora, Lila Gogoi, Bhabagiri Raichoudhary,
Nagen Bora etc. who occupy an esteemed place in our time.

Bhupen Hazarika's Gitawali is a collection of his lyrics.
His lyrics are on different subject but a huge number of them
can be studied from perspectives of nationalism. The poet -
singer became aware of glory and heritage of the land where he
was born since his childhood. His first lyrics Kusumbar putra sri
sankar guruwe truly reflect his likeness and awareness about the
heritage of Assam. In a subsequent stage, being a product of the
pre-independence era of India and having proximity to
Jyotiprasad Agarwalla and Bishnuprasad Rabha he was inspired
by the wave of Nationalism. In this juncture of time he
composed his-----Agni yugar phiringati mai /natun asam garhim.

Bhupen Hazarika's nationalism shows two dimensions of
it like his predecessors. They are his love for Assam as well as
his inclination for national integration of India. In his Ramake
jamake acil mor Asami he laments for the fate of Assam as it
loses its independence in the hands of the British after the treaty
of Yandaboo. Similarly, his advocacy for pan-Indian nationalism
is also a striking feature of his lyrics. Nationalism provoked at
different time and occasion in Bhupen Hazarika's lyrics was
always free from chauvinistic temperament. In 1962, when
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Chinese aggression stood as a threat to the fate of Assam his
soul gave its outcry in his song Buku ham ham kore mor ai and
kata juwanar mrityu hal. Both the songs are poignant with
nationalistic feelings.

During Assam agitation Bhupen Hazarika professed his
view to it through a number of his songs. He even dared to
criticize the union government of India for not showing
responsibility to such a problem of migration of foreigners into
Assam in a series of his songs like----juye pura tirakhir nirbacani
bachar, tej dila pran dila, luit pariya deka bandhu etc.

One of the most popular songs of Bhupen Hazarika which
tells about his nationalism and internationalism is his ami asamiya
nahou dukhiya buli shantana Ibhile nahab.

Conclusion

Thus, the note of nationalism in Assamese literature,
particularly in its lyrical part becomes a predominant and
inspirational factor in different times of history, which is relevant
in our contemporary days also.
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Women in Assamese Literature: A
Special Study of Some Select Novels
of Mamoni Raisom Goswami

Dr. Nalini Bora

(ABSTRACT)

Assamese literature is an integral part of the literature of
North-East India. Assamese literature will be incomplete without
the inclusion of the literary works of Mamoni Raisom Goswami.
Mamoni Raisom Goswami needs no special introduction as her
name itself is her identity. Mamoni Raisom Goswami, an
Assamese literateur is read and adored all over the globe for
her literary excellence. She is the recipient of India's most
prestigious literary honour 'Jnanpith' in 2000.

Mamoni Raisom Goswami has strong feminine sensibility
and that has been well exposed in her writings especially novels.
She has proved her expertise over the portrayal of woman
characters. The novels of Mamoni Raisom Goswami are true
documents of the predicament of women in a patriarchal society.
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She has voiced against the injustice, regression, deprivation,

humiliation etc. done to women in general and widows in particular.
This paper attempts to expose the position of women in

Assamese literature with a special study of some select novels

of Mamoni Raisom Goswami.

Keywords: Assamese Literature, North-East, Mamoni Raisom

Goswami, Novels, Women, Sensibility.

Introduction

Assamese literature is enriched with the literary
contribution of Mamoni Raisom Goswami. Her creative writings
have been translated into different languages all over the world.
Mamoni Raisom Goswami is a bold voice of Assamese literature
as well as world literature.

Mamoni Raisom Goswami was born on the 14" of
November 1942 and died on the 29" of November 2011 at
Guwahati. She was born at Amranga Sattra of North Guwabhati,
Assam to an educationist father namely Uma Kanta Goswami
and an orthodox mother Ambika Goswami. To mention, Uma
Kanta Goswami had served as the Director of Higher Education
of undivided Assam of that period. Mamoni Raisom Goswami's
good name was Indira Goswami but she was popularly known
as Mamoni Raisom Goswami; her pen name. She had used her
middle name Raisom after her marriage with Madhaven Raisom
Ayenger in 1965.

Mamoni Raisom Goswami has started writing from her
childhood and 'Chinaki Marom' a collection of short stories
published in 1962 is her first publication as a writer. Some of
her literary contributions are - Chenabor Shrot (The Current of
Chenab) 1972, Nilkanthi Braja (The Blue-Necked God) 1976,
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Ahiron 1980, Mamore Dhara Tarowal( The Rusted
Sword)1980, Datal Hatir Uye Khowa Howdah (The Moth
Eaten Howdah of a Tusker)1988, Tej Aru Dhulire Dhusarita
Pristha (Pages Stained with Blood) 1992, Chinnamastar
Manuhto (The Man from Chinnamasta) 2001, Thengphakhri
Tahsildarar Tamor Tarowal (The Bronze Sword of Thengphakhri
Tehsildar) 2005 etc. Adha Lekha Dastabej (An Unfinished
Autobiography), 1988 is her autobiographical novel.

Mamoni Raisom Goswami has expressed her serious
concern for women through her writings. She has portrayed the
pitiful condition of the womenfolk in a patriarchal society. She
has always tried to expose and analyse the injustice, torture,
deprivation, regression, exploitation etc. done to women
especially in her novels. Mamoni Raisom Goswami's novels are
usually women-centric.

This research paper is an honest attempt to show the
position of women in Assamese literature with a special study
of some select novels of Mamoni Raisom Goswami.

Review of literature

The present study is a special study of some select novels
of Mamoni Raisom Goswami with a view to establish the
position of women in Assamese literature. Mamoni Raisom
Goswami is a very distinguished woman novelist of Assam with
a world-wide popularity.

The aim of this literature review is to find and analyse
other literary works already done on the novelist Mamoni
Raisom Goswami and her works. There are voluminous works
done on Mamoni Raisom Goswami and her literary works from
different perspectives. To illustrate Prof. Hiren Gohain writes an
article on 'Some Remarks on the major Fictions of Indira
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Goswami ( Mamoni Raisom Goswami)', Govinda Prasad Sarma
writes an article on "The Moth Eaten Howdah of a Tusker',
Malashri Lal writes an article on 'Indira Goswami and Women's
Empowerment' etc.

This paper is an attempt to make a special study of some
select novels of Mamoni Raisom Goswami to expose the
position of women in Assamese literature.

Statement of the Research Problem

Mamoni Raisom Goswami is an eminent Assamese author
of immense popularity. She has brought fame to Assamese
literature by raising it to a higher level with her literary
contribution and accolades. Her novels are always concerned with
women. She has exposed the pathetic condition of women in a
male dominated society. Therefore it is reasonable to study her
novels to find out the position of women in Assamese literature.
Objectives

1. To find out the portrayal of women characters in
Mamoni Raisom Goswam's novels.

2. To find out the position of women in a patriarchal society.

3. To analyse the position of woman in Assamese literature.
Research Methodology

The research problem stated in this paper is related to
literature. Hence introductory, analytical and descriptive methods
have been used. Data have been collected from both primary
and secondary literary sources.

Women in the Novels of Mamoni Raisom Goswami

Women are placed centrally in the writings of Mamoni
Raisom Goswam. Mamoni Raisom Goswami is always
concerned with feminine issue, theme and crisis. Her chief
concern is women; women from all strata of society. She picks
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her models from the day today life and molds up after her
imagination to befit her characters. She is whole heartedly
devoted to women's-cause in her novels. In this context we can
mention Professor Malashri Lal's opinion: "The common thread
in Indira Goswami's immensely diverse and rich oeuvre is the
concern for women. In her person and in her work this is
echoed multifariously." This is a very realistic observation on the
novelist as well as her novels. Now, the problem undertaken for
discussion will be studied with special reference to three of
Mamoni Raisom Goswam's novels viz. Chenabor Shrot,
Nilkanthi Braja and Datal Hatir Uye Khowa Howdah.
Mamoni Raisom Goswam's first novel Chenabor Shrot is
a document of the plight of the labourers working under a
construction company. The female protagonist Soni is engaged
in the aqueduct construction on the river Chenab. Soni is a
helpless woman badly battered by time. Before joining the
company she had been married to Shibanna who left her at the
time of famine. Soni's shattered life was reorganized by Gauri
Sankar, her second husband. But destiny had another plan for
her. One day, while working, Gauri Sankar was swept away by
the current of the river. Soni was pregnant and penniless. She
had no choice but to work as daily wager somewhere for her
living. She came out with her old father-in-law in search of
work. Now Soni is a new employee at the company. She
works hard for the sake of her unborn baby and her co-
workers feel pity for her. But Soni's beauty drags her to an
insecure position. Poverty fails to reduce her physical charm and
wicked men like Sadashiva tries to seduce her. Here Soni meets
her first husband Sibanna but she avoids him considering him as
a cheater. Later on, Soni is convinced and she accepts Sibanna's



290 Il Polity, Economy and Culture of North-East India : Issues and Challenges

proposal of starting life afresh.

Nilkanthi Braja, Mamoni Raisom Goswam's second novel
is completely a woman oriented novel. The female protagonist
Saudamini is the boldest of all the revolutionary women
characters created by Mamoni Raisom Goswami. This novel
shows the exploitation done by orthodox Hindu society in the
name of religious custom. Saudamini is a young widow with all
her biological needs as she has to subdue all her biological needs
as the widows have no right to self-gratification. Eventually
Saudamini's love-sick heart melts for one Christian youth and
she wants to have him for life time. But the orthodox society and
her parents do not allow a widow to fall in love or remarry. Her
parents consider it a sin and vote against it. They try to convince
Saudamini that she should not bring disgrace to her family by
doing such a crime for which they will go to the hell. Finally they
have taken her to Vrindabana with a hope that the holy
ambience will diminish her desires and help her to relinquish her
unholy thoughts of love. But Saudamini remains untouched and
unchanged. No doubt she tries to forget her 'self' and submit
herself to God but in vain. Once she discloses to one devotee:

"Trust me, [ am a woman of clay whose body and mind
is still stained." (Nilkanthi Braja, page no. 76)

Saudamini's physician father understands her condition and
forgetting the social customs, invites the Christian youth to
Vrindabane. Saudamini meets her lover and surrenders to him.
But this secret meeting develops a sense of guilt in her. Finally
she suicides by drowning in the sacred river Yamuna.

Datal Hatir Uye Khowa Howdah is one of her best
novels with feminine sensibility. The novel is set in Amranga
Sattra of North Kamrup, Assam. In this novel, Mamoni Raisom
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Goswami skillfully explained the plight of the widows under the
orthodoxy of the then Hindu society. Giribala is the female
protagonist of the novel. The other important women characters
found in this novel are - Dangar Gosani, Saru Gosani, Durga and
Elimon. Giribala is a teen-age widow. She has been married off
to a wicked Brahmin who dies after one and half year of her
marriage. Giribala has a miscarriage followed by assault on her
by her mother-in-law. She is taken back to her parental house
where she faces the women representatives of the orthodox
society. She is given suggestions of what to do and what not.
One woman says to Giribala's mother:

"Send Giri back to her in-laws after a few days because
for a woman husband's house is heaven. A woman goes to
heaven only if she dies at her husband's house. There is no
difference between a naked woman and the one who leaves her
husband's house."

(Datal Hatir Uye Khowa Howdah, page no. 25)

This is the condition of women in orthodox society.
Giribala protests against the society that does not allow a
widow to live her life peacefully. Giribala refuses to follow the
rules and regulations set for a Brahmin widow. Once she eats
meat secretly for which she has to undergo purification. Giribala
is a widow with all human desires and passions. Like
Saudamini, she too falls in love with one Christian researcher
Mark Sahib, a 'Mlesh' (untouchable). But Mark Sahib has no
such feeling for her. One rainy night she goes to his room with
a proposal to accept her. But Mark refuses and requests her to
go back. Suddenly some villagers come in and found her half-
naked in Mark's room. Giribala is convicted of moral
transgression. She has to undergo penance for this sin through
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'Meshdah'. The process has started with the raising of a
temporary shed of dried bamboo and plantain. When put fire
Giribala is supposed to come out but she does not co-operate.
She dies of immolation intentionally.

Thus the three novels discussed above are related to
women. They deal with the predicament of women in a
patriarchal society in general.

Findings

+ Mamoni Raisom Goswami's novels are women-
centric.

+ They expose the predicament of all women in
general.

+ The novels of Mamoni Raisom Goswami are true
documents of women's plight in socio-cultural background of
contemporary India.

+ Assamese literature has a unique place for women.
Conclusion

Mamoni Raisom Goswami has remarkable contribution in
shaping Assamese literature into what it is today. She, being a
female writer takes the initiative and responsibility of bringing the
problems of women into limelight through her writings. "'Women'
is her first subject and 'women's right to live' is her foremost
objective.
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